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Friends

— Touring can be
; pretty tedious
and boring. Bands
spend houts in
vans or buses try-
ing to sleep or kill
time. They ahow
up at the venue,
do a soundcheck
and then kill
more time.
Fellow
winger/songwrit-
ers and {riends Mark Eitzel and
Jill Sobule thought the perfect
, splution to the boredom would be
:-to tour together.
I “I've never double-bitled with
: womeone I was friends with, But
t:there's o lot of time to waste s0
Cypu might ns well be with some-
Sone whom you like,” the soft-spo-
Tken Sobule said.
T Eitzel, the former
“founder/eriter/lend singer of
- American Music Club, agreed.
. “She's a friend of mine. 1 really
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it. [t’s o two songwriters kind of
thing.”

The duo, who met during the
“In Their Own Words” tour, play
solo ncoustic sets ot the Magic
Stick in the Majestic complex,

combine to make to

9 p.m. Friday, Aug. 1. For more
information, call (313) 833-
POOL.

Eitzel is promoting his sophe-
more solo cflort “West” (Warner
Bros.), a collaboration between
him and R.E.M.'s Peter Buck, a
longtime AMC fan.

After seeing Eitzel's solo show
at Tha Crocodile in Seattle, Buck
and Eitzel begon writing music
together. The pair recorded the
songs at Ironwood studios in
Scattle with Tuatara, whom
Eitzol describes ns “sort of a
world music jazz rock *n’ roll
band” featuring Barrett Martin
of the Screaming Trees, Skerik of
Critters Buggin, and Buck. Steve
Berlin of Los Lobos and Mike
McCready of Pear! Jam alse
moke guest appearances,

The songs on “West™ strike a
somber chord, an Eitzel trade-
mark. For example in “In Your
Life” he sings “I know I'm in your
life, and that's all that soves me.”

2t

Have to Ask” which includes the
linc “There’s no way in/the
streets aro all blocked off.”
“West” offers some hope near
end of the album on “Fresh
Scrowdriver” when he sings “I
forgot there was such a thing/as
good people left.”

Eitzel exploined that recording
“Weost” was a reloxed process
unlike the work he did on his
debut solo cffort “60 Watt Silver
Lining”

“The first one I tried to live up
1o it (American Music Club) and
failed miserably. Now I don't
care. I don't let it worry me. I
make the kind of music I want to
make.”

Eitzel's set will include songs
off “West” and his debut solo
cffort “60 Watt Silver Lining”, as
well ns American Music Club
standnrds.

*I wrote them 6o I'm allowed to
do them. I do them all. There's
nothing I renlly don't do.”

Like Eitzel, Sobulo is promot-
ing a new album —“Happy Town”
on Atlantic. The writing process
for tho album was a tough one
for Sobule. Specifically, she was
bored with her guitar because
she kept playing the same
chords over and over again.

“When I was writing this
record, 1 had just got frustrated.
1 was trying to figure out new
ways of writing so I started pick-
ing up tho drums, and playing

. with the bass. I was playing

more olectric and doing more
open tuning. I did a lot of grow-
ing and experimenting that I
think I had to do.”

Calling from her New York
apartment, Sobule oxplained
that she was surprised with the
results,

“When you pick up instru-
ments that you're pretty igno-
rant about, sometimes wonderful
accidents and great surpriscs
occur. That's what was fun about
the vecord. I had no iden what I
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was doing.”

One song in porticular that
stands out is “Attic,” an Anno
Frank-inspired discussion of the
Holocaust. In the song sho singa
“Would you have hidden me in
your attic?” a line which she calls
tho “uitimate lovo question.”

“You’re looking at somaonc
here end you're professing your
love and devotion, Therc's not a
lot of challenges right now but
what if this was 1938 in Poland?
‘This is my version of ‘How Deep
{8 Your Lova’ with n sick twist,”
ghe said with a laugh.

If you have a question or com-
ment for Christina Fuoco, you
can write to her in care of The
Observer & Eccentric
N pers, 36261 Schoolcraft
Road, Livonia, or you can {eave
her ¢ message at (313) 953-2047,
mailbox No. 2130, or via e-mail
at CFuoco@aol.com

Show celebrates female singers

Tonight on
Backstage Pass,
at  9:30 on
Channe! 56, we
continue our
apecial summer
season of great
new material we
gathered during
out {irst scason.
We've been
loosely putting
them together
around themes,
and this week
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we're taking a cuc from the
immensely popular Lilith Fair
{which recently stopped in
Detroit) by featuring fomale
vocalists,

‘The Lilith Fair takes placein a
broader context of increasing

apprecintion for female artists
both nationally and right here in
Detroit, This past spring, the
Detroit Music Awards put three
of the arcn’s top female acts in &
special showcnse: Jan Krist, Jill
Jack and Sister Sced (AKA

Alicia Gbur and Chris Kerwin),

We were lucky enough to have
hosted two of these three amaz-
ing acts, Jan Krist and Jill Jack.
I talked to Jon about the set at
the Music Awards. “They just
decided to feature women in
acoustic music in Detroit, Jill
and I both had new records, and
Sister Seed had a new EP, so
they hod us play. Truth bo told,”
she Jaughed, “we only hod eight
minutes to split among ua.”
Seems a little limiting for o
woman whose CD, Curious, rose
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to number 29 on the Americann
charts nationally and got air
play all over the place.

But recognition at home seems
to be logging. So much so that
when she goes into tho studie in
September to work on her next
release, it will be in Athens, Ga. I
asked her why. “Detroit just isn't
known for ncoustic music. In
Athens there were clubs there
that were promoting acoustic
music and having bands in to
play. The Indigo Girls were renlly
big in their hometown and got a
lat of support from the pcople
there. We've beon saying for a
while we need to do more to
make the Detroit acoustic scene
more visible.”

But Jon and her fellow acous-
tic artists are committed to nur-
turing the acoustic scene in their
hometown. “Things start hap-
pening when creative people net-
work together. You can do more
with other people than you can
do by yourself. Then maybe you
can create a music seone and
draw attention to it. Detroit has
a lot of great banda right now,
but for some reason they'ra not
drawing national attention.”

With the number of rock acts
signing with national labels, 1
wondered if it ever gets tempting
far acoustic singer-songwritera to
plug in and conform to the mar-
kot. “You can play to the market
to some extent. but it it's not a
form that you can translate your
art into, the audience can tell.”
The frustrations of the market-
place take a real toll, though.
“It's less a matter of being
tempted to jump into a different
genre — you're more tempted to
just quit.” Trust me, this would
be o trogedy. Luckily, Jan quickly
adds, “But cvery time I feel like
quitting, [ realize that I can't not
do this” .

She also gets satisfaction from
broadening the scope of her art.
“There’s o group of women right
now — including Jill Jack and
Sistor Soed, among others —
putting togother a scrics of con-
certs that will benofit women's

helters in Detroit, culminati
in a really big concert noxt year.
The first one will be in October
in Royal Oak which will benefit
battered women's shelter.”

The commitment of these
artists is truly heartfelt, “The
affects everyone — everyono
aeema to oither know or is relat-
od to somebody touched by
abuse, And we want to do some-
thing socinlly active. Artists are
supposed to fulfill a slot in soci-
oty that includes more than
making a living with our art.
Wo'd like to use our creativity for
the good of our communitioa.”
You can give hack to theso gener-
ous artists in part by supporting
their, Acoustic songwritera’ cir-
cles happen the first Tuesday of
ovory month at Tho Rock on
Third in Royal Oak, and avery
other Wednesday at the Rayal
Oak Browory,

When Jill Jack came to the
Detroit Public Telavision studio,
she blew us away with cuts from
her current CD ~ locally pro-
duced on the Drum Dancer
record label - Wateh Over Me.
On top of shaweasing with Jan at
the Detroit Music Awards, she
walked away with two awarde.
Rounding aut our look at talent-
cd fomele voicos, we have the
Braxtons, sisters of popular solo
¢t Toni Braxten,

Wn also ook back at our explo-
ration of the growing popularity
of the cocktail culture Now got
out there!




