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His head injury hasn't
changed Michael Breyer.

The Bloomfield Hills dentist
haa come a long way since a
patch of ico on Twelve Mile
Rond sent his car in o tailspin
six months ago. It ended secc-
onds later, with his brain slom-
ming up ogainst the sido of his
skull.

Michael Broyor, 50, uscs a
walker to help him get around
now. His speech is clear, his pos-
ture atraight, his sense of humor
intact.

After 31 days in o coma and
four life-surviving months nt
Beaumont Hospital in Royal
0Oak, Michacl Breyer hos man-
aged to squaeze past doctors’
predictiona that he wouldn't
live, and if he did, he would be
bed-ridden, g vegetable,

“They told me it'a truly o mir-
acle. There's no way he should

Supportive heallng:
of the support he receives
family while

Michael Breyer, 50, is appreciative
from Beaumont staff and his
he recovers from a head injury. The

be here,” said Michael Breyer's
wife, Mclody.

The dentist’s wife knows how
tong it tnkes for the brain to
heal. She stood faithful by her

STAYT PILUTU BY LAWRENCE R. MCKIR

Bloomficld Hills dentist is undergoing physical and
occupational therapy at the Beaumont Rehabilitation

«gnd Health Center in Birmingham.
o

.. Join the Tfight against
: Alzheimer's discasc by partici-

pating in the Sixth Annual Mem-

ory Walk on Saturday, Aug. 23
- at the Detrojt Zoo.

. Registration begins at 8:15,
followed by the walk at 9:30 a.m.

. “The two mile walk is open to
! the general public and to walk-
; ing clubs. There is a $25 mini-
+ fnum pledge or donation to par-

':;Walk benefits Alzheimer’s victims

Openyour heart...
Openyourhome.

Yourfamily canmake
ticipate. A $6 registration/zeo gf:“g‘:n"c':;:ggﬁagc
admission fee also is charged. | ho‘sk}i(ngn%i hschoo

comatcso husband's bed, tatking
to him everydny, sharing storics
about their doughters, nges 16

Support, humor aid Hills dentist

to get to those women.”
Wings defenseman Viadimir
K inov and team masseur

and 28, insisting he get up
because he had two dental prac-
tices to run, clipping his nails
nnd trimming his hair. .

She demands more of him
when ho loses hopa and
strength, And sho atill supports
him during his lost leg of recov-
ery at Beaumont Rehabilitation
and Health Center in Birming-
ham, where he is fine tuning his
ghort-term memory, regnining
use of his left-arm and building
stamina.

Last month’s limousinc crash,
which injured three membera of
the Detroit Red Wings team,
was like deja vu for the couple.
Melody Breyer's thoughts
turned immediately to the pain
the wives and familics of those
men would experience and the
support they, needed to offer,

“It's almost too close for com-
fort. I'vo been able to point out
to Michae! what he went
through, through them,” Mectody
Breyer said. “I really have had
moments where I've soid I've got
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Call Marilyn at 810-334-4948 or
call 1-800-727-4540 ext. 542!
Y AYUSAIntemational

For registration forms, contact
the Alzhcimer's Association,
17220 W. 12 Mile, Suite 100,
Southfield, 48076; phone (248)

557-8277, or fax (248) 657-4642. - akadrg rpwEtsh s ey AT

Activities include music, acro-
bic excrcises, snacks, door prizes
and foce painting.
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Sergei Mnatsakanov are slowly
recovering from head injuries ot
Beoumont Hospital in Royal
Onk. Tho two were upgroded
recently from “scrious” to “fair”
condition but still face months of
therapy to Heal their wounds.

Doctors and therapists can't
predict when and to whnt extent
the men will recover. Brain
healing atill remains a mystery
but explanations scem to tiptoe
around the amount of swelling
and lack of oxygen to tha brain,
as well as the physical trauma
the brain experiences during the
accident, aaid Dr. Sherry Violn,
medical director of Willinm
Beaumont Hospital's Cognitive
Retraining Program.

Viola and o staff of doctors
and therapists joined Michael
Breyer and two other head
injury patients last week at the
Beaumont Rehabilitation Cen-
ter to show the varied stages of
recovery, as well as the possible
paths Konstantinov and Mnat-

00

sokanov could take. All three of
the paticnts suffered thejr head
‘injuries during car accidents, ©
Sundra Piazzo, 24, necds 088is-.
tance to walk and spenks balt-,
ingly and softly, She is recover-
ing from a Feb. 23 accident.
Shantanu Ambastha, 28, says
he’s back to normal and was
released from the rehubilitatioh
center in February. 3.
Michael Breyer doesn't know:
if he'l) still be undergoing physi-;
eal and occupationat therapy ot
the rehobilitation center by the
time the Wings get there but
said he's willing to offer his sup:

port. s
He credits the support he got -
from the center, as well as from.
his wife and doughters to his.
own healthy healing. -

“T feel like the luckiest guy in
the world,” said Michael Breyer,
* ‘who eventually ‘wants to return
to his practice in Wayne. “I'm
starting to walk with a cane and
things are looking really good
for me ... It's a very long, hard”
rond.” .
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