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BY ANNE FRACASSA
AVANTI NEWSFEATURES

1 was able to pull every
single bush out of my yard
in a little less than two
hours with the 1997 Mazda
B4000 SE-5.

Wo counted them all
afterwards. Pulled out, roots
and all, were 22 mostly
large shrubs and bushes.
My two helpers saw me tear
up the grass real good, but
the truck pulled out all
that overgrown folinge with little effort. One bush
was particularly stubborn (it had been thera
more than 20 ycara, but it came out),

And you know what? I enly put it in 4-wheel-
drive once. Most of the bushes came out in 2-wheel-
drive law.

This {s one strong little truck.

Knssm cougin to the Ford Ranger, the Mazda
B4000 is powered by a 160-horsepowor 4-liter V6
mated to a 6 i overdrive t The
truck tested was the B4000 SE-6 Cab Plus (extended
cab). This is a strong engine that can haul you know
what. In fact, the ungino is one of tha largest and
most powerful engines in its class,

It's got 220 pound-fect of torque. That means it's
capable of towing up to 5,900 pounds. Or a few bush-
es around the yard.

After ripping up the yard, we took three trips to
the city dump to disposc of all that brush we loaded
onto the B4000's flatbed. That's what I call curb-to-
curb service.

With the windows down and after a cold start, the
B4000 roars to life and is quite noisy at first. It dxd—
n't bother me too much; trucks are d to

If you're considering a really strong truck that can take care of your trailering needs, this

Mazda B4000 is an excellent aption,

sound throaty.

But the most surprising thing obout the B4000 is
that it's a true truck in appearance, ride, handling
and road feel, but it's so comfortable and livable on
the inside.

Face it. A good majority of you commute pretty
long distances to work or play, so in fact, you do live
in your vehicle. I could live in this one.

Styling is auperb on the SE-5. It's renily sporty
and features chrome front and rear bumpers (finally,
a return to chrome) and bright door and tailgate
handles. Pinstriping and accent striping is really
well done, making it even aporticr looking.

In the front, there is room for three paasengers. In
the rear, you can squeeze another two in the fold-
down jumpseats, There's a lot of room back there
without the to hold a multitude of toys
for your boating excursion. One unique feature is a
cargo area cover for the rear to hido all your impor-
tant belongi

It's a treat to let the kids sit in the front seat, nnd
I could lot them in the B4000 becauso it comes atai- -
dard with a key-operated deactivation switch on‘ .
every truck outfitted with dual airbags.

It's not that important for me any longer, but n.'h;
for anyone who has to drive around a child in a rear-
facing child safety seat. You can turn off the airbag
with just a turn of the key just below the center nf
the instrument panel.

Another wonderful features is the "shlﬂ-on-thc- .
fly" 4-whee! drive. A small round switch, located on
the right side of the stecring wheel, can activate 4-
wheel-drive high, low or back to 2-wheel-drive with
juat a flick of the wriat. The front hubs are locked
automatically. Very convenient,

Just a8 an aside, the B-Series trucks that Mazda
offers are B2300 and B4000. The B2300 is powcred
by a 112-h 2.3-liter fi ylinder engine. -

Sce Mazda B Serles Truck, Next Pagoe
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‘97 Dodge 1500 4X4, Fiberglass Tonnau Cover ...$23,985
‘96 Dodge Grand Caravan ES, green & loaded ...$20,995
‘95 Dodge 1500 C/C SLT, real clean..... .$18,995
'95 Dodge Neon Sport $9995
'35 Dodga Stratus ES, moon roof, only 10,000 miles.$14,995
'95 Dodge Intrepid, maon roof, lease turn in......$14,995
'95 Dodge Intrepid, low miles. 14,995
*96'Dodge 1500, 4x4, with fiberglass tap.

/94 Dodge 1500 4X4 SLT only 11,000 miles

'94 Ford Explorer, 4x4, power everything.............$17,995
$9995

'95 Dodge Neon, auto,, air........v..
'96 Dodge B-250, work van, air, aut
95 Dodge 1500, regular cab, 4x4....
'96 Plymouth Grand Caravan, real nice.

‘94 Dodge Conversion Van, low miles & clean......$12,995:
'96 Chrysler Sebring convert., summer ready. w317, 995‘
'94 Chevy Club Cab, nicely equipped.........cevrern $16, 995‘
‘96 Dodge Stratus, loaded. $13, 995
'95 Plymouth Grand Caravan Sport, nice... .......316 995
'93 Pontiac Grand Am, power & clean N
‘95 Dodge 1500 SLT Clubeab, loaded
'94 Joep Cherokee, 4x4, real clea:
'95 Chrysler LHS, leather, roof..
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