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Veteran flyer leading chopper study

BY PAT MURPHY
STAv? WRITER

“Tho architect behind Oakland
County Sheriff's proposed avia-
tion unit flew helicopters in Viet-
nam and has almosat 20 yenrs of
{lying expericnce with tho Michi-
gan National Guard,

Coordinated offorts between a
helicopter in the sky and polico
units on tho ground will save
hvus and money, according to
Sgt. Kerry Krupsky who was an
army chief warrant officer prior
to joining the sherilfs dopart-
ment in 1975,

Aa tho department's only certi-
fied helicopter pilot, Krupsky is
gathering the data needed by
commissionoera as thoy review
the proposal from Sheriff John F.
Nichols for an aviation unit,

“We have other dopities who
are cortified pilots,” Krupsky
said, “and it will bo rolatively
casy to train (and certify) thom
for helicopters.”

Krupsky, a 1987 graduate of
North Farmington High School,
was also part of the caunty’s avi-

- ation unit in the late 1870s,

before it was disbonded because
of oxcessive costs and question-
able perfarmance.

“Wo hnd army surplus heli-
copters,” he said. “But they were
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Pllot: Sgt. Kerry Krupsky,
who has more than 20
years of flying experience
is researching the heli-
copter unit.

down much of the time because
we couldn’t gat the parta.”

‘That experience — and feed-
back from other police depart-
ments - haa convinced Krupsky
that any number of civilian air-
craft would bo more suitable for
county usage in terms of reliabil-
ity and cost efficiency.

Krupsky envisions routine
helicopter patrols in addition to
the aireraft bemg on-call as need-

“An aviation unit is never
choap,” Krupsky said, But how
can officials measure public safo-

+ ty in terms of dollars, he asked.

Helicoptera have demonstrat-
ed valuo {n routine polico mat-
ters like crowd control, the
sonrch for lost or missing per-
sons and apprehonding ncoiné
felona.

Krupsky cites the recent inci-
dent in Dearborn involving a
prisoner who stole a polico car.
During the subscquent high-
speed choso, a 24-yoar-old
housecwife, an innocent
byatander, was killed,

*“With a helicopter, police could
have discontinued the chase at
ground lovol and let the heli-
copter follow the suspeet,” anid
Krupsky. “When he stopped,’ the

ground units. Thero would bo no
noed for o high speed chase,”
Holicopters equipped with a
*“flir" (forward looking infrarcd)
unit enable tho operator to detect

the presence of o human body in .

total darkness, Krupaky noted,
making it invaluable for rescuc
operations,

Flir can also dotect heat cacap-
ing through a broken window, he
said, making it possible for the
helicopter operator to help detect

ed, burglariea or forced entries.
ChopPEer rom e
D-Huntington Woods, said com- menta. ment.”

_missioners appear to be split on
the aviation unit. “Some think
it'a a ‘pio in tho sky’ proposal,”
she snid. “But others think we
should give the sheriff whatever
he needs for effective law
enforcemont.

“Bob Soifort (public safoty
director of Onk Park) thinks a
holicopter would be a big help
for law onforcomont agencies,”
said Jacobs, chair of the Demo-
cratic caucus on the boeard of
commissioners,

Other area police uguncws
have also gone on record in favor
of Oakland's getting a helicopter
to support local police depart-

Martin J, Bledsoe, assistant
chief of polico in Fnrmington
Hills, said a helicopter could
climinate dangerous, high-speed
chases, But the helicopter would
have to bo readily accessible and
efforts with officers on the
ground would have to be coordi-
nated.
Farmington Hills polico have
occasional chases, Bledsoe aaid,
and o helicopter would onable
squad cars to back-off high speed
pursuit as the sheriff’s unit took
over in the sky. “It would reduce

Lt. Matthew Hogan, comman-
dor of the state police post in
Brighton, said other polico agen-
cies — like hia — would find a
county hehcnptnr holpful for
other roasons, “Some dopart-
ments might find' holicopters
invaluable for transporting pris-
oners or locatmg missing or lost

persons,” ho said.

In the 18708, Oakland had
three Army-surplus helicoptera
under then-Sherifl Johannea
Spreen, Avintion oporations
were discontinued, however,

donger to id and reduce
our liability,” he said. “But I'm
just speaking for our depart-

k of the difficulty ~ und
cost - of maintenanca,

OPEN SATURDAYS TO SERVE YOU BETTER

NOW LEASE A NEW FORD F-150 XLT

97 F-150 XLT
FEATURES:

V-6/5 Speed Manual 0/,
Tiit Staering, Chrome Rear Step
Bumper, 40/60 Spit Bench, .
And Mare......

FORASLOWAS $§

FIRST MONTH'S PAYMENT $ 230.56
. REFUNDABLE SECURITY DEPOSIT $ 250.00
. -DQWN PAYMENT $1.860.00
CUSTOMER CASH DUE AT SIGNING® $2,340.56

b g

'97 F-150 XLT
FEATURES:

Potished Aluminum Wheels, . .
Speed Control, Alr Conditioning,
And HMore.....

HUNDREDS OF
F-SERIES MODELS

iN STOCK TO

CHOOSE FROM

(1) 97 F-350 XLT rowum wtlh PEP 507A wlmanIJBM V»Sﬂl’ of $18,350 excluding Tite, Tax, Liconca (0. Lnna poyment hosod on average capiatzod cost of §4.08% of MSRP (F-Sotios) lor 24-montn elosed-end Ford Crodt Red Corpot loase purchasod in the Datroit Region U\muun

r. Sea dealot lor paymantatems

1001797, Tam omoum ol monthly paymonts

Lcunu may have option [0 buy vehicla ol loasa and ot & price mw:axm with dealor at ko

1450 BI9NING. LO38CO £05pONS!

dealot tor compiate dotails. (2)12,000 mikes p«! year, 24 month RCL conlracts only.

bie for axcens wearftoas and miengs over 24,000 a1 $.15kmila, Crodit Bpprovalinsurdilty

xehudos 1ax, it and Fcenso feo.

‘helicoptor could call in the”



