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Clarenceville educators seek
answers to drop-out increase

BY MARIE CHESTNEY
GTAYY WRITER

The sudden jump last year in
Clarencoville School District'a
dropout rate leaves Superinten-
dent Tom Tattan with a host of
questions as to the reason why.

“With all the testing, especial-
Jy the proficiency test, is this the
outcome of higher standards?”
he asked. “Is it becauso they
need more ¢redits to gradunte?
Is it due to attendance prob-
lems? Or is it due to.personal
situntions or behaviora?

“Somo of these kids havo to
deal with lifo issues that are
unbeliovable.,”

Clarenceville’s jump from 2.5
percent in 1984-1996 to 6.4 per-
cent in 1995-1996 follows n simi-
lar jump in dropout ratea for
that school year in ather Wayne
County school districts,
Clarencpville includes parta of
Farmington Hills, Livonia and
Redford Township.

Figurcs relensed by the Michi-
gon Department of Education in
its Michigan School Report show
an average jump from 8.7 per-
cent to 20.7 percent in that year
for districts throughout Wayne
County.

‘This includes a jump from 8.9
percent to 11.7 percont in
Wayne-Westland; from 3.6 to 4.3
in South Redford; and from 2.2
percent to 5 percent in Redford
Union,

Sally Vaughn, associate super-
intendent for the Wayne County
Regional Educational Service
Agency (RESA), the intormedi-
ate district serving Wayne
County, said taxpayers should
be concerned, especially if the
increase is more than § percent.

. “A 3 to 4 percent dropout rate
ia not alarming,” she said. “Any-
thing higher than 5 percent, and
T'd start looking at the system.”

Dropout figures for districts
statewide even gshow an upward
trend. In 1994-1995, the state
dropout average waa 5.2 per-
cent; in 1995-96, 7.7 percent.

Livonia stays stable

- Livonia Publie Schools, howev-
ar, still bucks the trend. Here,
the dropout figure has
remained about the same those

two years, 3,3 porcent in 1984-
iggg and 3.9 percent in 1996-

While pleased with Livonin's
continued low dropout rate,
Superintendent Kon Watson
said he has secn too many errora
plugged into the Michigan
School Report to give him confi-
denco that numbora in this
year’s report aro accurnte,

“The drop-out rato is up sig-
nificantly in some districts ond
there’s nothing to explain this,”
Wateon said. “But I have n
basic mistrust of theae figures.
I've seen toc many errors, and
trying to get things corrected is
a horrendous job.

“Tho good nows is that Livo-
nin’s drop out rate is stable,
even though there appear to be
significant increnses based on
data in other districts,” he
added.

Watson gave one possible
explanation for the j jump, espe-
cially when it occurs in districta
that are losing students, not
gnmmg them such as Liveonia
still is,

He suspects the state com-
parcs the number of atudents
who start high school with the
number of atudents who finish,
If students who leave for any
number of reasons arc not

laced with now
lhcn the district could wind up
with a hefty dropout rate, even
if the student just moved and
enrolled in a new school.

Because it has been steadily
adding students, this oxplana-
tion falls short for Clarenceville,
In 1994-1995, the district had
1,747 students; in 1995-1996,
1,766; in 1996-1897, 1,821,

Clarenceville High principal

David Simowski pinned part of

tho blame on the district folding
its alternative cducation pro-
gram when tho state cut funds
for community educatian,

The state does not consider
students who transfer from the
traditicnal high school to an
alternative cducation program
as dropouts, he said,

It was believed Clarenceville
students would go to Livonin's
Bentley Center, but that may
not have happened, ho said.

#l 'With all the testing,
espoclally the profi-
cloncy test, Is this the
cutcome of higher stan-
dards? Is It because
they need more credits
to graduate? Is it duo
to attendance prob-
lems? Orlis it due to
personal situations or
behaviors?’

Tom Tattan
superintendent,
Clarenceville School District

“I disagreed with that ratio-
nale,” Simoweki said. *I think
students arc homobodies. It is
difficult for them to go to anoth-
er district.”

That theory could hold for
Wayne-Westiand, which has
been losing students, according
to the Michigan Sehool Report.
In 1994-1995, the district
cenrolled 16,370 atudents; in
1895-1996, 14,992 students; in
1996-1897, 15,161 atudents.

‘The Michigan School Report,
called o “snapshot” of Michigan
schools by the department of
education, gives a district-by-
district comparison in such
arens as teacher snlaries, MEAP
test scores, eonrollment,
pupil/tecacher ratio, and basic
foundation allowanee from the
atate,

Information filed in bits and
pieces by the district is sent on
to the state, where it is compiled
all on one sheet.

Roports on both Livenia and
Clarenceville or any other school
district can be received by eall-
ing the Michigan Department of
Education at (617) 373-1833 or
by vigiting the departments’
Web site at http/www.mde.
state.mi.ug/

The report also shows a
$5,000 difference is the average
teacher snlary in the two dis-
triets. In 1995-96, the average
teacher salary in Clarenceville
was $50,307; in Livonia,
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open to everyone.

or by phone!

Callin or co
0
Town Meeting!

On Thursday, August 7, you will have a chance to participate in
person or by phone in the live broadcast of
“First Thursday Town Meetin

Here is an exciling opportuniy to talk with people who have the answers about treffic,
schools and just about anything that's happening in the halls of hometown govemment.
.- Sponsored by The Rochester Eccentric and WXYT-AM-1270, this public forum is

Join co-hosts Jimmy Barrets, WXYT on-air personality, and Tom Baer, Editor of
The Rochester Eccentric as they broadeast live from the Rochester Chop House on
Main Street in downtown Rochester. A panel of Rochester’s community Jeaders will be on
hand to answer questions and discuss issues.

There is nto admission or reservations; however seating is limited, so arive early, takea
seat and enjoy a rousing exchange of ideas and information.

Don't miss this opportunity to offer your opinion or ask that bumning question in person

m
- Broadcastmg from 10 a.m. until 12 noon
in the Rochester Chop House,
306 Main Street, Rochester

| @bsewerg Fecentric
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$56,783.
‘

The Observer & Eccentric Newspapers
ook forward to presenting this new
speclal section about the .
Farmington/Farmington Hills area
businesses. There wliil be no ‘ads’ as we
know them. instead your 'ad’ will be a
story and photo about your buslness
histary, dreams and progress, This
sectlon will be pubiished In Farmington,
Farmington Hills, West Bloomfield,
Livonia, Northvlile and Novi-a total
clrcutation of 60,430,

Our experlence has shown that this type
of ‘advertorlal’ advertising Is Immensely
popular with our readers-your
customers,

Piace your photo and ‘advertorial' In this
sectlon and you'll see from your

customers comments just how well
recelved It s.

It's Coming...

An advertorial sectlon'
Publication Date:
Thursday, September 11, 1997

NEWSPAPERS

805-E. Maple » Birmingham
Fax 810-901-2553

To Advertise, Call
810-801-2500

[rven

in

.y

WE'RE PERFECT AND WE'RE PROUD !

‘oodward Hills Nursing Center recently received a PERFECT survey from

the Michigan Department of Public Health. We're very proud of this
report, but not surprised. Woodward Hills Nursing Center is recognized in the
community as the Health Care Fadility of Choice. We may be only two years old,
but we've successfully treated and returned home more than 1,500 patients.

Woodward Hills Nursing Center provides a sub-acute rehabilitation center, a post-
acute medical care center and a superb skilled care residence. By offering these
three levels of care, we give you continuity of service without disrupting your
lifestyle. We know that you will be pleased with the care and service you recelve
from our expert staff, The personnel of Woodward Hills Nursing Center ’u'\cIude
some of the area’s finest health care professionals

with notable experience. .

Woodward Hills Nursing Center is the perfect com- 0 c

bination of luxury living with exceptional care, H

Visit us and meet with our experts. You'll agree

with us when we say ...

we're perfect and we're proud !
Call 248-644-5522.

NURSING CENTER
A Special Approach to Senior Care

1312 N. Woodward Ave.
Bloomfield Hills, M1 48304

An Affiliate of William Beaumont Hospital




