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ond battle

Second try faces big challenge

ready to embark on another cffort to

pass a multi-million-dollar bond issue to
pay for building improvements, Look for the
sales “information” soon in your mailbox.

Toward helping readers get the answers
they need, this newspaper plans to offer its
resources to scouting out the bond’s issues
before the Sept. 16 vote, just as we did before
the Jast election. Readers with questions or
idens are urged to call or write with sugges-
tions. {Contact Dave Varga at 477-5450 or
33411 Grand River, Farmington, Mich. 48336)

Back in March, voters snubbed a $110 mil-
lion bond request that would have fixed up
buildings, added apace to get rid of portable
classreoms and pay for a bundle of new com-
puters and technology upgrades. It wasn't a
huge margin of defeat, but it was enough to
gret the attention of school officials and board
members,

‘Thoy scoped out reasons for the rejection in
meetings and focus groups. About o month
later, we asked readers to give us their own
two cents on the issue. We got only a few
responses — probably because the board
almost i diately made their d to cut
the price tag and remove some parts of the

Farmington public schools officials are

plan, while adding two choices for voters. All
our responses were from readers who said
they voted against the bond.

Their responses were similar — taxes were
too high, the district’s $20 million fund equity
was too high, lalling test scores and poor deci-
sions by the administration prove they aren’t
capable of handling public money or making
sound decisi ete. One“t ter” urged
the board to “Listen and don't try to label
opponents.” Another said officials should “pro-
vide evidence that technology expenditures
are efficient und provide for better education.”

Both suggestions are valid.

School officials have alrendy shown they're
willing to listen; they cut the price tag, offered
voters a choice and decided to try to pay for
technology via other means than bond money.
Just a couple weeks back, they stuck to that
resolve by putting an extra $2 million that
was no longer needed to pay an expected debt
right toward the bottom line on the bond, cut-
ting the total request from about $95 million
down to $93 million.

In the next month, we'll see whether the
board and bond supporters ean sell the com-
munity on its $93 million worth of needs.

Airport wings to

t no longer stands in the shadows of Detroit

Metropolitan Airport or Flint's Bighop
International Airport.

Waterford-based Oakland County Interna-
tional Airport (OCIA} is now Michigan’s sec-
ond busiest airfield, behind only Detroit
Metro, thanks in part to the county’s stature
as o global marketplace, OCakland is home to
44 percent of Michigan's entire export activity.

OCIA ranks nmong the 30 busiest airports
in the world, with 331,723 takeoffs and land-
ings logged last year. It's the fifth busiest in
the nation for business air traffic on chartered
or corporate flighta,

So it was fitting that County Exceutive L.
Brooks Patterson led a rededication of the 69-
year-old, revitalized airport on July 21, The
addition of full-time customs service and a
state-of-the-art air traffic control tower have

_helped position OCIA as a key component of
the county’s economic engine.

Full-time weckday customs service started
on Jan. 2, 1996, a byproduct of Patterson's

:resolve and the influence of U.S. Rep. Joe
Knollenberg, R-Bloomfield Township. Cus-
:toms cleared 1,202 incoming flights in 1996;
! Patterson expects three times that many this
‘year. The ndvantage: county-bound foreign
‘flights no longer need to land firat at other
I'southenat Michigan airports to clear customs,
-saving exccutives precious time, Most arriving
-foreign flights originate in Canada or Mexico.
:0CIA’s worldwide standing contributed $100
‘million to Onkland's economy laat year; Pat-
‘terson predicts a 10-percent increase in 1997,
+  The $5.6-million control tower, a dozen
+years in plonning by the FAA, opened to air
<traffic June 2. It’s taller, bigger and better
-equipped than the 36-year-old tower it
:replaced.

Oakland Pontinc Airport, on Highland Rond
swest of Airport Road, was renamed Oakland
:County International Airport in March 1996.
:“The new name reflects what we are,” says
:county commissioner Donn Wolf of Farming-
:ton Hills, “a county that is linked to interna-
.tional commerce and travel and that is active-
dy hing out to the busi and i

global standing
| QAKLAND WATCH

H OCIA ranks among the 30 busiest
airports In the world, with 331,723
takeoffs and landings logged last
yean. it's the fifth buslest in the
nation for business air traffic on
chartered or corporate flights.

da), Haque Steel Corp. (France), BASF (Ger-
many), Pirelli Tire Corp. (Italy), Canon USA
Inc. (Japan) and GKN Automotive Compo-
nents (United Kingdom). Chrysler Pentastar's
world headquarters also are here and the
automaker is a major airport tenant.

Helping sccure OCIA's role are these coun-
ty credentiala: Oakland is home to 220 For-
tune 500 ies, 40,000 t and an
Export Assistance Center. It bonsts 360 for-
cign-owned businesses from 19 nations. It’s
home to 64 percent of all foreign-owned Michi-
gan firms, Oakland robotics firms account for
half of all U.S. robotica sales. Patterson,

hile, i to champion trade talks
between Mexico, Canada and Ozkland Coun-
ty.

In the aftermath of OCIA’a rededication, I
urge county leaders to not forget the good
folks who live near the runways, They call
themselves Citizens Concerned with Airport
Environment. And they’re battling diaruptive
noise and noxious fumes, despite $20 million
in improvements to the airfield since 1950.
Hopefully, a $270,000 federally funded noise

‘community worldwide.” Wolf chaira the coun-
ty’s airport committeo.

:  Ogkland is the third wealthiest county in
‘the United States. It has more people and
:houscholds than 10 states. Foreign firms oper-
‘ating from here include Kelsey-Hayes (Cana-

‘| This woek in history as reported In past
‘| editions of the Farmington Observer and the
.| Farmington Enterpriso.

40 YEARS AQGO ~ AUG. B, 1957 (ENTERPRISE)
Farmington City Council members voted 3-2 to
roject the proposed rezoning of three parcels of
1and near Moonoy Street, between Grand River
and i from idential to
commereial, One councilman said tho property
should not be residentlal, but wouldn’t approve
the chango without knowing the plans for
developinent. .

:| Trees wore being cleared along Farmington
:| Road from 10 Mile to 12 Milo to prepara rfl:
. g o rondway wi

and imp! nt of the

atu‘dy that's under way will bring relief, not
just gather dust.

Bob Sklar is managing editor of our Oak-
land County editions.

asphalt.

25 YEARS AGO - AUG, 9, 2972

Farmington Township voters ouated incumbent
Suporvisor Eurl Teeplea and voted in challenger
Robert McConnell in the Republican primary.
McConnell rose to promincnce as a leader of the
Future Farmington Association, o group
supporting cityhood. '

2 YEARS AGO - AUQ. 7, 1996

Farmington Hills' city monnger, polico chicf and
fire chief were pushing the necd for a new 1 mill
public safnty tax, before the issue was even
approved for the ballot by the city council. That

approval was ano week away, with voters set to
decido the issuo in November.

QUESTION:

What do you
think about
Walter e
Budzyn's B
conviction ) 3 ﬁ i .
being 3 . i
overturned? | ‘I really think they | “Yes, | th “If Budzyn ‘It's protty amozing
got shafted. Nev- ers should hove receives o new how they change
ers was right. . It | had the same trlal, then Nevers | things. . .hn|w| they .|°
they had been thing, | think should recelva a | maoke a decislon
:Ve ats,kezt';’s black, thera nover | they're [nnocent new one t0o.’ and later come up
uestion oul- | ywoud hove beon | of musder.” with new evidence
side the Farm- | this trouble. riaby Bridgot Stammars | ;44 5,4 the fomilles | |
ington Post These men weee Foeml Bil FH"”y Farmington thiough all that tur- |
office, porsecuted for armington Hills moll." {Both morlt 8|’
doing thelr job." now triol.)
Fran Drahuso Lynn Manzl
Farmington Hills Farmingtan Hills

LETTERS ‘ .

We owe it to our students

hame, shame, shame! On June 9 -6 p.m.
- 0. E. Dunckel Middle School ~ millage

and bond proposals — I was voter number 166!
Shame on you voters who failed our public
schools by dismissing this issue.

Our children's roots go back to Bond School
— 33 years old when our first son started in
1961, Forty-three years old when it was closed
in 1971 and our twins went to Kenbrook. Our
five trod the well-worn linoleum floors and
grooved stone steps — then deemed too old for
renovations. |

Maost of our schools were built to meet the
needs of our community’s children 35-40 years
ago, Today these same schoola require more
classrooms (our kids sat two to a desk),
upgrades for science and medin centers,
improvements in cafeterias for happy lunches,
ete. We can't close all of those 1950s-60s build-
ings as we did with Bond.

This grandmother is voting for both of the
S ber bond 1s that will maintai
our public schools as the excellent system that
brought our family to Farmington in 1961. We
owe today’s students the opportunity to be
part of a fine, forward-looking Farmington
Public Schools education.

Maryse E. Long
Farmington Hills

Drive was dangerous

I n reference to the letter in the 31 July 1997
issue titled, OCC’s Unfriendly Move, the fol-
lowing is offered. :

The millage incrense approved by the citi-
zens of Oakland County is providing the
opportunity for their community college to
undertake much needed improvements toward

1 ik ol v

ment, and building and infrastructure ropair.
The multi-year program for the Orchard

ment and materials would be moving and
positioned throughout and about Oakland
Drive, that west side parking would be elimi-
nated through the summer and that the park-
ing lot renovations bordered two sides of the -
tennis courta. It is felt that permitting ..
through traffic on Oakland Drive under these,
conditions presents too great a safety hazard .
to the public. To do anything other than close
the drive would be irresponsible. This decision
was made in coordination with City of Farm-
ington Hills' officials.
We are convinced that this temporery

i will be overshadowed by the

to our and the i
that will result from these improvements. .

George F. Mergner

Director of Campus Services
Oakland Community College

0CC priorities on track

uth Mochlman's letter to the editor dated

July 81, 1997 regarding the priorities of °
0CC’s mission statement reads *OCC’s learn-’
ing opportunitics are open to all who seek to
learn.” The atatement does not mention open. -
opportunities to those who seek to play tennis. -
The Orchard Ridge campus is currently -
undergoing various conatruction projects to
better serve the needs of its students, The col-
lege for safety and linbility reasons is correct “.
in limiting access to areas deemed temporarily.
unsafe for pedeatrian and vehicular traffic.

P'm not qualified to address Mr. Keith's
abilities as an English professor, but I feel |
qualified to nddreas Mr. Keith's priorities -,
gardi: ing the acndemic needs of stu-

dents, When the administration of Farming-
ton Public Schools declined interest in meet-
ing the academic prioriti 2 5
Mr. Keith proved himself equal to the task.
OCC, with the concurrence of Mr. Keithand
the math department chair, welcomed my

1 ™

Ridge Campus, under the guid: and direc-

on at age 10. Thanks to the

Aot .

tion of Dr. George Keith, Campus Presid:
specifically includes this summer’s projects of;

- Renovating gymnasium locker rooms,
weight room and heating/ventilating syatem.

- Renligning/resurfacing the four west
side parking lots te include the inatallation of
emergency telephones,

- Replacement of the boiler and chiller
units in the power house building adjacent to
Oakland Drive.

- Replacement of deteriorated exterior
sidowalks and stairs.

These are much needed enhancements to
tho campus, and will provide for the campus
patrons and the community as a whole, a bet-
ter, more compatible environment in which to
live and learn.

The decision to close Oakland Drive to
through traffic was made independently of but
coincidental to the closing of the Farmington
Road bridge. This decision was based on the
facts that heavy construction vehicles, equip-

Pp florded by OCC and " *
its faculty my 11-ycar-old daughter has ‘
hieved a scholarship-level ACT .

score of 30, When OCC's millage comes up for|

renewal or increase, they have my vote. Mr.

Keith and OCC’s priorities, students first, are |

on track. .
‘Warren H. Schrocder
Farmington Hills °
Opinlons aro to be shared: We welcome your -
ideas, as do your neighbors. That's why we
offer this space on a weekly basls for opinions
in your own words. We wiil help by editing for * |
clerity. To assure authentlicity, we ask that you- -
sign your letter and provide a contact telephone
number. It
Letters should be malled to: Editor, The Ferm- *
ington Observer, 33411 Grand River, Farming- <"
ton Michigan 48335. Or they can ba faxed to ' *
2484779722, '
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They tobe

indcpendent from the stories and

they cover,
sensational and then dashing off to cover something else. We regard oursclucs as both accurate
Journalists and as caring citizens of the communities where we work.”

bing in to write the unusual or .‘

— Philip Power .

of my d .
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