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Troy temple to
host annual
new-member
picnic Aug. 17

Troy’s Cong. Shir Tikvah,

- the only Jewish Reform
congregatian enst of Wood-
ward Avcnue, invites new,
old and potentinl membors
to its annual membership
picnic at a lake-front home

in Troy, Sunday, Aug. 17,

from noon to 4 p.m.

This is a chance for
everyone to spend a relax-
ing day by the water swim-
ming, boating, sharing feod,
fun ond conversation.

{t’s also a great way to
check us out if you are

“interested in affiliating
with n warm, welcoming,
accepting congregation that
strives to make everyone

: feel o part of our “family,”

_said congregant Janet

Schenk.

Each member family
should bring a kosher-style

: digh to share, as well as

: bathing suits and towels.

Potentinl members are our

. guests and need anly bring

* themselves and their beach

paraphernalin,

Beverages and paper
goods will be provided,
Schenk said.

;. Anyone interested in par-

: ticipating and meeting

: Rabbi Arnie Sleutclberg,

+ Family Education Director

Janct Moses and others in

the congregation should
; call the Temple administra-
tor at (248) 619-9669 for
dircctions and to tell them
how many will be in your
party.

Oakland Jews make journey to their ‘second home’ in Tsrael:

BY RENA FULRA
SPECIAL WRITER

They rede Jeeps up the rocky
slopes of the Golan Heights, went
“tubing” down the Jordan River,
hiked the Judean Hilla and float-
ed in the salty, mineral-rich
waters of the Dend Sea.

But for several Oakland Coun-
ty singles on the United Jewish
Appeal's largest mission trip to
Isracl, Jerusalem seemed to hold
the most powerful moments. It
was in this holy city that the

BY RENA FULKA
BPECIAL WRITER

When Lana Leckie of Bing-
ham Farms learned that North-
brook Presbyterian Church was
enrglling in the worldwide
Stephen Ministry program, she
immediately volunteercd to
became a lay leader.

“We had tclked about
Stephen Ministry for many
years,” said Leckic, a nine-yeor
member of the Beverly Hills
church, “But nobody had taken
tho ball to go with it.”

Things quickly started rolling
at the church at 14 Mile and
Laohser roads once Leckie and
former associate minister, the
Rev. James McCracken,
roturned from a weck of inten-
sive study ot the Stephen Min-
istry training conference in
Ortando, Fla.

“Wa came back with a very
ambitious plan,” recalled the
former dental hygienist. “We
started our training classos
three weeks after we got back.”

During the three years that
the Stephen Ministry scries has
been in place at the Oakland
County church, 31 individuale
— ranging in age from 30 to 76
— have undergone the 60-hour

ining aession and itted
to at lenst two years of Chris-
tian core giving. The mission is
to engage in a confidential, one-
to-one relationship with o
church member experiencing a
challenging situation like hos-
pitalization, terminal illness,
aging, divorce, job loss, or the
loas of a loved one.

“The primary objective of
Stephen Ministry is to open the
line of communication with the
care receiver and to encourage
the care receiver to discuss

ered for worship on a small sec-
tion of the monumental steps,
that centuries ago, led to the sec-
ond Temple in Jerusalem,

“We met at the Western Wall to
welcome in Shabbat,” said Marc
Berke, campaign associate for the
Jewish Federation of Metropoli-
tan Detroit. “We had our own cer-
emony with 640 people.”

The following evening, the
young adults marked the end of
the Subbath with a specinl
Bar/Bnt Mitzvah ceremony.

“We cannot solve
anyone's problem. )
What we can do, Isbe .,
there as a friend and as
someone who llstens to

them.”
Lana Leckie
Lay ministry leader

what is going on cmotionally
and apiritually,” explained
Leckie, who directs the pro-
gram for the 850-member con-
gregation,

“We cannot solve anyone's
problem. What we can do is be
there as a friend and ns some-
one who listens to them. We
stress that the power of the
Holy Spirit sent by God will
work through you. We as
Stephen Ministers are to be
caregivers. God is the cure-
giver.”

Pam Moffett of Birmingham
sees Stephen Ministry s a way
to give somothing back to her
church community. “I feel like
we've all probably ministered to
people in our life in one way or
another,* said the retired
nurse. “This is a more formal
way to care for someone in a
Christian atmosphere.”

A member of Northbrook for
nine years, Moffett chose to
familiarize herself with the pro-
gram by attending the Stephen
Leader conference in Orlondo.

“1 was with 800 other people
and everybody was there for the
same purpose — to minister to
others,” sho recalled. “Being in
the midst of such wonderful
people adds more excitoment
and more zenl to the ministry.”

Once she returned to Oak-

28, public relations exccutive for
Events Marketing in Bingham
Farms,

“It was always a dream of mine\
to have my Bat Mitzvah in Israc!
and I was never able to,” snid
Barson, who celebrated tho life-
cycle event as a teen in her home
temple in Cleveland. “This was a
symbolic service to reaffirm our
commitment to Judaism.”

Before leaving Jerusalem, the
group explored the recently
apened extension of the Western
‘Wall Tunnel, built to support the

iand Coynty, Moffett began
teaching Stophon Ministry
classes, doordinating roforrals
and serving as a care giver.
“Tho good part about Stephon
Ministry is that it's so confiden-
tial and anonymous,” she said.

Care givers and care
receivers are paired in male-to-
male and female-to-female rela-
tionships, Depending upon tho
situation, mectings botweon
care givera and care receivers
can occur in a variety of sot-
tinggs — from homes and
restaurants to parks and movie
theaters. The key is to offer
support, prayer and an-unbi-
ased oar to the individual in
need. .

“I've gained a real good
understanding of people and
the needs they have, and I've
doveloped and improved my
communication skills,” said
Moffett, who admits that some
sessions were characterized by
tears and hugs, “What's impact-
ed me the most {s that I realize
how blessed I've been.”

Edith Fles of Bloomfield
Township was among the first
16 individuals to attend train-
ing scasions at Northbrook.

She began her first relation-
ship as @ Stephen Minister with
a care receiver struggling with
terminal {liness.

But tho phone ¢nlls, notes,
words of cncouragement and
twice monthly visits ended ten
months later when the care
receiver lost her battle for life.
Though she feels the loss, Fles
says she feels privileged to
have shared the expericnce.

“Hopefully I have become a
more caring person,” said Fles,
who has a degreo in community
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stood.

‘The summer mission trip, spon-
sored and subsidized by the Unit-
ed Jewish Appeal and the Jewish
Federation, was open to single
Jews nges 25 to 40 throughout
the country. The Bloomfield
Hills-based Federation drew a
constituency of 28 young adults,
nearly all from Oakland County,

For 27-year-old Berke, the July
6 to 17 excursion represented his
third visit to Isracl, his first stab
at staffing a mission and another
opportunity to visit his great

care.
ham created the banner.

“Coing to Israel is special every
time,” said the Royal Oak resi-
dent, who divides his time at Fed-
eration batween handling cam-
paign gifts and working with
young adults, “Jewish people, in
particular, have such a special
connection with Isracl. It's like
going to your second home.”

Israel was home to Bartan dur-
ing her junior year of college
abroad seven years ago. Once she
gettled with the group in Tel
Aviv, Barton was quick to notice
that the country had endured

Nurturing misslon: Northbrook'’s Stephen Ministry

director Lana Leckie of Bingham Farms prepares to - -
hang a banner emphasizing the program’s one-to-one ,::1-
Fellow Stephen Minister Pam Moffett of Birming:.-
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Americanization that put a coll
phone in nearly every hand. %,
“The whole face of the counts
is difforent,” she said. “What/s
amazing is that the country i the
size of New Jersoy and every, indh
of apace has history. There®
always something new to discoy;
er” b
A visit to the uncarthed city st
Beit Shean put hoes and buckets
in the hands of tourists eager to
dig for archeological treasures,
The Oakland County group

chtire 13-bus gath- Among the 200 participants was
K S 1d resident Lisa Barson, compound where the Templo once  unclo and his ﬁ‘;mily. many changes, including an Sco SECOND HOME, B7
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