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———— When artist
: TICKET8  Ty44 McFarlano
left a cushy job
ot comic giant
Marvel a decade
ago, he vowed to
create a diffor.
ent kind of
action figure.
Spawn has been
just such an
animal, a Hell-
spawnod super

ero  whose
inner turmoil
and amnzing powers make
Batman's look wimpy in compar-

) JONN
MONAGHAN
e

ison,

It’s & bit of a letdown, then,
that Spawn's feature film debut
should fail into the trap of meat
Hallywood action movies. While
it flexca some cyepopping special
effects, its high concept premise
reverts to the simploe revenge
tale we've seen a million times
befgre.

8o much for ncu-
rotic fears about
ozone depletion
resulting in an
outbreak  of
spontaneous
combustion; it's
M been a protty
mild summer.
But (before you
accuse me of
jinxing it)
remember: we
are heading into
the dog days of
August, Very
soon we may all be getting really
cranky from the constant aweat
mustacho and the aticky, clingy
clothes. The solution? Well, at a
lot of Metro area ventures, you
can enjoy the arts in air-condi-
tioned comfort! And tonight on
Bockstage Pass, at 9:30 p.m. on
Channel 58, we continue to help
you'sort through Detroit's myri-
ad arts options, atarting with
some cool music.

The story of hometown rack
trio Hoarse is o cool addition to
Detroit's rock legacy: alter a local
ratlio station’s program director
say a live performance by the
band, he asked if he could leave
with material. At the time, all
the boys had pressed was the
tingle “Diamond.” The station
started playing it, even though
the band didn’t have any product
in atorea, Depite the song being
relatively buried in the play
more likely at first to show
up‘in the wee hours then during
driVe time, the phone lines start-
ed'lighting up with requests. It
went into an increasingly heavy
rotation and cven started win-
ning listener call-in polla.

Well, the major labels wero all
| over that. It didn't take long for
ll th¢m to notice, and now the band
is signed with RCA Records. We
had them in the Detroit Public
l Television studio carly in July,
and it was obvious why that
radio guy left their live show
W impressed - these guys rockl
B Tucsday marka the octual
W relénso of their first CD,

Hoppens Twice, and on Monday
B night, Aug. 11, they're having
their release party at Record
Tinie on Gratiot in Roseville,
complete with a porformance
and o midnight CD signing.
Tonight, we'll show you the pre-
viously unaired “extra” song they
fl did for us in July called “T'ucadny
Morning,” which will be the sec-
ond single off their CD (after
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| “CONEPIRACY THEORY®
Bl A conapitacy-obsessed NY cadtie and 8

B skepilcal Justica Depastment attoraey are

B Uhvown together in a search for the truth

§ whea,one of the cabble’s craziest plot
theories turns ot 1o be real. Stevs biel
i Gibson, Julie Roberts. .
J§ “oxzAM Wi THE RSUES”
Ml At the Main Art Theatre, Story of @ ner-
B vous young man who has glven up on
R the world In oin aborted suicido ettempt
i he moets a charismatic chatacter who
Ml €ives him b high splrited crash courss In
B ilving life on the edge. Stars David
M Atquetto and Brod Hunt.

“TRER WILLY 3*
O A 10yaar-old boy whose fathet I running on
itegal whaling operation Is foced with &
Giemma when Willy and his pod are
thiastened, Stars Jason Jomes Richter.
tov
X comedy about two slsters In rued!
) Austreile wha find themsatves in  stotmy

8 bactis fox the affection of the new man In

town. Stara Micanda Otto, Rebeces Flrth end
Gaorge Shavinav.

A government assassin
{Michnel Jai White) finds himself
doublo-crossed by his boss
(Martin Sheon), who wants to
control a doadly virus and then
the world. Tho assnssin goes lit-
crally to Hell, where he makes a
pact with the Devil that if he can
sct things straight up above, he
will lead an army against
Heaven,

Cloaked und disfigured, he re-
enters the world through a rain-
soaked alley. Hero he's bricfed
and taunted by Clown, a fellow
domon who toils behind the
scenes to foil Spawn’s plans to
save tho world,

On his aother shoulder is
Cogliostro (Nicol Williamsen), a
former knight who would rather
as:dSpawn use hia power for

good.

Jai White, who played Mike
Tyson in an HBO movie, opens
the movie with Shaft-style mar-

tial arts moves. Transformed as |

“Diamond").

We're also taking a look back
at a story of hope from the
Backstoge Pass premierc nbout
the ground-breaking production
of the ploy, “I Am o Man.” To the
people who produce drama in tho
metro area, the theatrical gulf
defined by Eight Mile Rond has
been an ungoing source of frus-
tration, Try to tcll me art isn't
relevant - here’s the artistic
community nddreasing urban-
suburban tension, a huge social
problem, However, lnst February
saw positive movement with o
coproduction of *I Am o Man."
The show pulled together
resources from Wayne,
Washtenaw and Oakland coun-
ties. Director Gary Anderson
braught his actors from Detroit’s
Plowshares Theatre, of which his
is also artistic director. The
Reript was written by Ann Arbor
playwright OyamO and the pro-
duction was mounted at the
Mecadow Brook Theatre in
Rochester. The resulting show

MOVIES

Spawn, he still mannges to elicit
a sympathetic porformance
beneath the makoup and body.
altering apecizl effecta,

And what a hagful of tricks
theso are, Induatrial Light and
Magic outdocs itself by filling
almost every frame with comput-
er-generated effocts, from the
opaning montage and credit
sequence to Spawn’s clil i

‘Spawn’ arrives intact o

specinl effects into the action.
Moat impressive is Spawn's
supernatural suit of armor,
which can taoke on various
ghapes, A flowing rod cape (it
hovers like a mist around him}
allows him to glide to safety
while chomping chains and
spikes protrude from hia shoul-

ders.
John Legui (*The Pest™)

battle with Clown, who morpha
into a huge, huglike monater.

The demon dog lord of Hades
may look a little hokey, but hia
domain, full of writhing, tortured
bodies and murky, yetlow flames,
generatea real heat and one of
tho movie’s most impreasivo
sequences. Back on carth, the sot
design recalla the Gothic feol of
“The Crow,” with nonstop rain-
fall and artfully-placed doves
hopping around the buttressca of
abandoned churches. Many
scenes are staged at night, prob-
ably to more easily integrate the

Hoarse plays cool for a hot night

won raves from critics and audi-
ences alike, and the powerful
scenc that actors “Mississippi®
Charles Bevel and Lou Berry Jr.
performed for us in atudio shows
why.

Happily, cross-county collabo-
rations didn't end with “I Am a
Man.” That show's auccess — on
every lovel ~ has paved tho way
for another Plowshares-Meadow
Brook coproduction, the play
“Thunder Knocking on the Door,”
coming in Jonuary. Both venues
are currently in summer hiatus,
but Meadow Brook's sesson
opens in September with “Over
tha Tavern,” an Irish family
drama, and Plowshares’ scason
hegins in ber with “Zora

has built'a career around lovably
irritating characters. Though
physically on odd choice to play
tho almost spherical Clown, ho
waddles through a barrago of
non-stop banter, twico as gross
as Michacl Keaton's Beetlojuice
but only haif as funny.

The movio has a built-in audi-
ence among the loyal fana who
have made “Spawn” the top-scll-
ing,comic book in America. They
should bo happy that the movie
successfully blends the worlds of
live action and comics and brings
their hero more or less intact to

in point is the secgment
Backatage Pass art correspon-
dent Maraha Miro brought us
about  influontial  artist
Magdalenn Abakanowicz, a truly
beautiful piece. Granted, it helps
to have such strong, moving con-
tent, Magdalons graw up in
Polan during the atrocitica of
World War II. She often draws on
disturbing images from her
childhood to create sculpture
that is deocply personal and
haunting. The piece is o must-
sec.

We'll also air another song
from Rolling Stone magazine's
songwriter of the ycor, Freedy
Joh who came in the stu-

Nenle Hurston,” a theatrical
biography.

At some point during our first
season it dawned on us: we were
doing more thon just reporting
on art, we were creating it, and
not just by capturing great live
performances in the Detroit
Public Television studio. A care

dio and knocked our socks off
with his artistic intenaity.
Tonight we'll show you a killer
acoustic version of the title song
from his breakthrough CD, Bad
Reputation. That's tonight on
Backstage Pass ot 9:30 p.m. on
Detroit Public Televimion,
Chaonnel §6. Now get out there.
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Win tickets to see a timeless performance
" by the legendary Tony Bennelt

Send n postenrd with your name, address, snd phone number tou
“Steppin’ Out™ Wlh Tuny Bennett, Pelace Sporta and Entertalnient,

2 Championship Ddve, Aubura Hilta, MY 48326, All entries must be
submitted by Thursday: Aygust 14, The winner wifl receive {our pavilion
tickets to Tony Bennett st Plite Rneb Music ‘Theatre on Friday, August 22
at 7:30 p.in, Employees of Palace Sporte and Entertainment and the
Obiseroer & Eecentric arc not cliible.
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tho big screen, John a voice mail message, diaf\;-"t

John Monaghan welcomes your {(313) 953-2047 on @ touch-tone.
calls and comments. To leave phone, mailbox 1866.

“Jennfr Anisten preves she is
indeed a mevie star!
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