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‘Knollenberg talks taxes, Gingrich, GOP a

* BY Tia RICHARD
}'rm WRiTER

“It's a good, strong half-louf.
¢ all won,” said U.S," Rep. Joo
nollenberg, R-Bloomfield
Township, of the new income
ax law passed by Congress and
igned by President Bill Clin-

awmaker and still a Speaker
ewt Gingrich loyalist, has
ropped talk of running for gov-

ays her husband will seek o
hird term. And Knollenberg
asn’t mnde up hia mind yet
@bout a 2000 GOP presidential
. candidate but is closely watch-
‘ing Ohio’s U.S. Rep. John
Kasich, chair of the budgot
committee. .
The congressman, whose 11th.
Congressional District includes
much of Oukland and nerth-
western Wayno counties, was
- interviowed in his Farmington
- Hills office at the end of the
' congressional session. High-
lights:

Q. This tax law has been
calied tho Accountant’s Full
Employment Act. Is that jus-
tified?

. Knollenberg: Any time you
have changes. of the mognitude
you have here - tax cuts, capi-

n. N
Knollenberg, a third-term’

\

rnor now that Michelle Engler.

tal gains cuts, child tax credits,
estate tax relief, educational
credits, IRAs with more pooplo
striving to take advantago of
these — that's going to groatly
vxpand tho involvement of fil-
ing. Thore's some truth it will
increuse some paporwork,

+ At tho same time, it's going to
benefit the American people.
Anybody concerned about the

. paperwork ought to be thankful

‘because they'll get one heckuva
benefit - from 28 to 20 percent
on capital gains; some folks
earning loas than $41,000 will
sca it cut from 28 to 10. It's cer-
tainly worth while to take the
time to file.

Q. From a Republican
point of view, what policy
goals have you ‘accom-

~plished?

‘Knollenberg: It's the first
tax cut in 16 years. Wo'vo bal-
anced the budget, and that has-
n't been done in 28 years; we've
reduced the (annual) deficit to o
point the president is cven say-
ing it's less than $40 billion.
There's talk of bringing it to
zero, aven next year.

Pile that on top of the fact
that we've already cut some 292
programs, some $63 billion, out
of discretionary spending; that's
one-third of the budget. The

or

Be Smart
& come
Here First

Knock Yourself Out!

1t you can buy Lhis $424,00
whito quarz siica sink for

just Imagine:

Dot Fpanes Wokcrns

TIE GREAT AMERICAN KITCHEN CO. & BATI ORKS

e L

k It .00,
tha savings on full custom cablnotry!
N Ofee acts Augea 20, 1997

B iauon » Sire Design 248-683-9885
3065 Orchard Lako Road

?@&&meﬂ&?@%ncmmmm; Keego Harbor

A ! !ual it}: Life Our Geriatrdc  program
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discretionary part will alow
down to 0.5 percent.growth a

year, - . .
The othor thing is the Con-
tract with America, protty
much inapired by Newt Gin-
grich, but we all contributed -
86 percent is now in force.
* I went to Congress in 1993,
We had no power. Tho presi-
dent rolled out a tox increase,

“ the largest in history. Four

yoara later, tho samoe president
is willing to cut taxcas, reduce
the sizo of govornment, alow
down the growth.

Q. On Gingrich: You were
kind of close to Dick Armey,
floor loadoer from Texas.
Were you part of or close to
the plot to unseat Gingrich?

Knollenberg: No on all
counts. I've been a supporter of
Nowt right along. The dissi-
dents in number were probably

a hard core of five, expanding
to 12 on a given day, so thoy
were a distinet minority.

There probably were some
faults in the leadership; they
didn't communicato properly; it
was a particular fault of the
licutenants, Armey included. . ,
Thoy all pledged loyalty and
fidelity to Nowt in this three-
hour conference you may have
heard about. It was put behind
us.

Q. Thore's an impression,
«right or wrong, Gingrich
has done more to give
younger guys and nowor
members - yourself, Pete
Hoekstra and (former Rep.)
Dick Chrysler - exposuroc
nnd leadorship than speak-
ers in tho paat. Correct?

Knoltenberg: [ belicve he
haos. I haven't made a study of
previous spenkers, But maybe
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to a fault, Newt has brought.in
more and more people to the
lendership; giving them chair-
manships of task forces. He's
been very open and interested
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v No ]Sremium for basic coverage; premium of only $30 per month for
basic coverage plus prescription, vision and hearing benefits
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policy

Tront Wisecup, Knollen-
borg’s press aido: Putting you
on Appropriations in your sec
ond term. - '
Knollenberg: Some of the
folks he put into the leadership
wore the ones ho had preblems
with, so I'm aure it's bitter-
sweot.

Q. My impresaion of the;
Contract with Amorica is;
not just that it was a pro-
gram, but a lot of these
things hand never even been
voted on. . R
Knollenberg: I believe (you:
memory ia correct). He talke:
about congressional accoun
ability {applying the laws of the
nation to'Congress and its
stafls). - . -
He himself can't serve more
than four torms as speaker.
Removing proxy voting., Reduc-
“Plcast sco ANOLLENBERQ, A10
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Medicare Blue
Educational
Seminars

Troy
Wednesday, August 13
at Bill Knapp's
2078 E. Blg Beaver Rd.
9:30 am.

Wednesday, August 13
at Bill Knapp's
3010 Walton Blvd.

2 p.m.

Bloomfield
Thursday, August 14
at Bill Knapp's '
3900 Telegraph Rd. /
2 pm. v

Livonia
Wednesday, August 2(‘ -
at Blll Knapp's
16995 S. Laurel Park Dr,
9:30 am.

Scuth Livonia
Wednesday, August 20
at Blil Knapp's ]
32955 Plymouth Rd.  |!
2 p.m.

Farmington Kills
Thursday, August 21
at Blll Knapp's
27925 Orchard Lake Rd.
9:30 a.m, & 2 p.m.
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