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Flying partners: With
his buddy box in hand
above, Christopher Hass,
5, pilots his miniature
aircraft under the watch-
ful eye of his father, Joe
Hass.

Whirly Bird: Piloting his
helicopter through a .
series of thrill-sceking
maneuvers is Joe Hass of
Troy, right, Academy of
Model Aeronautics Dis-
trict VII vice president.

BY RENA FULHA
SPECIAL WRITER

Seconds after his launch,
Josoph Hass ukillfully catches o
thermal of naturally rising air
that sonds his motorized sail
plane soaring across a bluo sky
cluttered with billowy white
clouds.

After o 10-minute flight char-
acterized by n serics of mujeatic
patterns, Hoss adjusts the flight
controls and brings the craft
down for a smooth Innding. Cup-
ping his hands to his mouth, he
shouts, Man on the ficld.

Five-ycnr-old Christopher is
quick to take the cue and sot out
on tho path of retricval. -

For the Troy father and son
team, Student Night with the
Skymasters Radio Control Club
of Michigan offers an opportuni-
ty to hone the craft, mect other
avintion enthusinsts and enjoy a
family-sty}e meal in the pavilion.
Club inatructors are on hand
from 4 to 8 p.m. on Wednesdays
throughout the summer (weath-
er permitting) to guide newcom-
ers through the process of flying
miniature sircraft, In the five
years since its inception, Stu-
dent Night has continued to gain
momentum, drawing up to 80
individuals to the Scripps Road
Flying Field nt Bald Mountain
State Park in Lake Orion.

“It's a way to experience flight
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Finishing touch: Paul Zabawa of Metamora m

sending his model airplane to flight. .

without your feet ever leaving
the ground,” said Hass, Academy
of Model Aeronautics District
VII vice president and one of the
club's 30 flight instructors.

The son of o Wayne hobby-
shop owner, Hass built his first
model airplanc when he was &

“it's a way to

experlence flight wlth-

out your feot ever

leaving the ground.”

. Joseph Hass
Radio Control flyer

years old and has been §
ate about the hobby ever since.
His growing collection of minia-
tures includes electric-powered
aail planes, vertical rocket pow-
ered gliders, helicopters, pon-
taon planes, a blimp, or, as Hass
puts it, at least one of cvery-
thing. Two of hia sons, David,
21, and Christopher share his
interest in aviation,

“I think it's great,” said Hass
wife, Paula. “He and his sons
have a very powerful relation-
ship and the bonding is some-
thing that many fathors and
sons have to work to build all
their lives. *

The Troy couple have two
other children, Joseph Richard,

23, nnd Elizabeth, 18.

Hass' passion for aviation
reached new heights four years
ago, when he acquired a license
to pilot fuil-size planes. *Flying,
whether it's models or full size,
is a tremendous release for me,”
snid Hass, who works in medical
supply sales. “It clears the mind
and allows me to focus on one
task.”

Like Hass, Greg Cardillo of
Lake Orion flew his first model
airplanc as a child with his
father ot his side. “We were fly-
ing a balsa glider and we saw
planes flying in the next park,”
recalled the Long Island native,
“So we went over and got hooked
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The father-son hobby soon
evalved from $2 rubber band-
powered models to remoto con-
trol airplanes costing $100.or
more, Avintion hobbyists can
spend up to $2,000 for a single
aircraft. Models can fly any-
where from 4 to 260 mph and
have wing spans ranging from
16 inches to 12 fect. The average
miniature has a five-foot wing
span and flies 60 to 80 mph up
to an altitude of 35,000 fect.

A systems engincer, Cardillo
joined Skymasters three ycars
ago when he moved to Oakland
County from Rocheater, N, Y. He
i president of the 180-member
club, which is among 2,400
AMA-chartered flying clubs
across the country, 70 of which
are in Michigan.

“One of the things I like about
this club is that it's very family
oriented,” said Cardillo, whose
wife, Denise, joina him on the
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