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Domke moves from sideline to spectator seats

BY JOE KYRIAKOZA
BTAFF WRITER

Tim Domka sits at his desk ot
home. It's a place that's familiar
to him now,

Home is where the coach ia,

The lomg-time West Bloom-
field High School basketball
conch called it quits after the
1996-97 senson at the age of 60.

No more pacing the coach’s
box. No more summers in a
feverishly hot gymnasium. No
mare watching his family leave
for Christmas vacation while ho
hopped in the car and drove to
the next tournament sito.

That lifestyle no longer
belongsa to Domke. He's back
home now, after 28 years of call-
ing hordwoad floors home.

“I'm trying to drop my waist-
line and my (golf} handicap,”
Domke said of his current time
off. “I may need some coaching of
my own.”

BASKETBALL

.Hu's alrendy enjoying the luxu-
ries of being away from the
bench, Domke traveled to San
Antonio for Memorial Day week-
end with his family, something
nearly out of the jon while

growing sports administration
graduate program. While o
conch at Wesat Bloomficld,
Domke coordinated the program
at Wayne Stote Univeraity,
which had a lot to do with
Domke leaving basketball.

* “Tho program at Wayne keepa
growing and lzath‘ (conching and

conching,

“Conching is fun but you're
working with people,” Domke
said, “There ave no short cuts, It
takes time. It becomes a year-
round commitment.”

Luckily for Domke, his wife,
Kay, a teacher at West Bloom-
ficld, is a Tim Domke lifer,

“(Conching) ruins a lot of mor-
ringes,” Domke said. “My wife
has supported me all the way.
Now that we lovk back it was oll
worth it.”

Domke keeps himself busy,
though, in his off time with a

too much run-
ning around,” Domke said. “I
#till tove conching, 1 just don’t
like ol the running around. I've
had wonderful expericnces
becauso of coaching.”

Running camps during the
summer and partaking in tour-
naments during holidaya limited
Domke's chances at getting
away,

“It was time to have some holi-
days back,” Domke sanid. * want
to do some of the things I always
wanted to but never could.”

Domke began coaching at
West Bloomfield High School in

1972, a stint which lasted three
years, He took the head coaching
job at Birmingham Detroit
Country Day the following year,
but v year passed and Domke
received a call from none other
than Dick Vitale who was lead-
ing the University of Detroit
through its glory years, Vitale
brought Domke on es an assis-
tant for two years., “We had a
ball for a couple of years,”
Domke aaid of the Division 1
coaching experience,

Collepe is where he remained
for the noxt nine years when he
accepted the head coaching job
at St. Mary’s College in Orchard
Laoke.

‘When the Wayne state gradu-
ate program was formed, Domke
could no longer coach at the col-
lego leve) and teach ot the same

“time, so West Bloomiicld was the

place for him, again,
In his final stretch in Laker-

fand, Domko had the opportunis
ty to coach both of his sons,
Matthew and Tim, an experience
he describea as *wonderful.”

¢ best port was just know-
ing all their fricnds and team-
mates,” Domke said.

Sure, Domke's tenms were auc-
cessful, logging records of 24-2
and 23-3 on occasion, but that
woen't the gain.

“I've nlways prided mysell on
the kids playing hard,” Domke
said, “(28 years) have all been
fun. I always wanted to teach
kids to lenrn to enjoy the game.
That’s rewarding.

“It's fun to watch kida grow.”

Coaching at St. Mary's was
olso geatifying, but in a different
way.

“The fun part of college was
just gotting all these high school
stars to work together and be o
team,” Domke snid.

. Now, 10 years later, the most

important team in his life ia his
family, with whom he plans'to
take a wealth of vacations.

Thore aro other thinga he
plans to do, too.

“I live on a lake and I haven't
been fishing in o few yeors,”
Domke said.

Domke said goodbye to coach-
ing for the right rensons. He no
Tonger felt he wanted to be there.

“I was at home watching tele-
vision, working at my desk when
all of 2 sudden I just didn't want
to go to practice,” Domke said.
“When you're not looking for-
ward to it, it's not fun any more.
But I have no regrets.”

It was time for Domke; it was
time to walk away from the side-
lines.

Then again, the love for coach-
ing may never leave him.

“1 could nlways go back if I
miss it." :

Schoolcraft soccer coach exudes optimism as season nears

By C.J. RISAK
STAFF WRITER

Nothin' quite like the weck
prior to the start of pre-scoson
practice.

How can a coach, in whatever
sport, be unything but positive?

For Van Dimitriou, coach of
Schooleraft College’s men's soc-
cer team for more than a dozen
years, such optimism is what
keeps him going. It's part of the
Jjob; it's expected.,

If there was o time for his per-
petunlly positive outlock to be
challenged, wouldn't this be it?
After all, his team is coming offa
disappointing 9-7-3 1996 scason;
for onc of the few times in Dim-
itriou's tenure, the Ocelota did
not win the NJCAA Region 12
title, and they did not advance to
the Inter-Regional Tournament.
1 suppose the obvious reply to
the aforementioned question is
affirmative. The rest of the
answer is, Dimitriou is ready to
answer the challenge.

He believes he has recruited
one of his most talented fresh-
men claases ever, The difference
this year is, a large portion of
this group of freshmen may not
get a whole lot of ploying time.

Or to put it in proper perspecs
tive, they'll have to earn what

“Don't let it

|| COLLEGE

ploying time they get.

That’s because Dimitriou has
10 players from his '96 squad
returning, including eight
starters ond a ninth who was
pencilled in as a storter before
cracking his collarbone prior to
the scason and sitting out the
entire campaign.

“That’s a great number (of
returnees),” the SC coach soid,
“It's just o matter of putting the
picces together again, but 1 like
our chances a whole lot better
than 1 did a year ngo at this
time.”

So how good are his newcom-
ers? Good enough to push at
lenst some of the eight returning
startera for playing time: “Six or
seven (freshmen) will be in and
out, either starting or os top
subs,” said Dimitriou.

OK — the next question scems
both logical and obvious: How
good are the returning starters?

The answer: Good chough to
carn SC a No. 12 ranking in the
NJCAA pre-season poll,

“The talent is there,” insisted

lenrning to ploy together.”
Of the returning starters, sev-

oo lmipotence:

Impotence affects nearly 15 million American men and in

Atthe )

Dimitriou. “It's just a matter of

the cases it is causcd by a physical health p
Institute of Urology, we diagnose and treat impotence everyday.
Qur certificd. experienced urologists
will identify the cause ol your
impotence. then recommend  ron-
surgical treatments such as medica-
tions, MUSE, injections and vacuum
devices. If necessary, our urologists
can perform the latest surgical options.
proven successful in hundreds of
1 ds of paticnis nationwide. And
in most cases your treument will be
covered by your health insurance.

g g
Call today for a consultation with onc of our counselors at no cost to
you, or i you prefer, an appeintment with onc of our urologists.
Impatence is treatable, and a phone call is your first step.

Your privacy is assured.
Michigan Institute of Urology, P.C.

Offices in Warren, Detroit, Clinton Twp., Troy & West Bloomficld

Call (810) 779-9612

eral are noteworthy: Billy Krips
{from Brightan), the team's most
valuable player last year at stop-
per; Chris Jaskolski (Plymouth
Salem), voted the tenm’s best
defender as a narking back;
Pete Lechowicz (Livonia Steven-
son) at midfield; Garrett Maki
{Dearborn Crestwood) at for-
ward; Travis Miller (Redford
Catholic Central) at goalkecper;
Matt Keller (Rochester) at mid-
field; and David York (Novi) ot
forwnrd/midficld.

Kevin Fritz (Brighton), a mid-
ficlder who carned a starting
spot by the end of the '98 season,
also returns. So docs Shaun
Pratt {Sterling Heights), the
starting sweeper who broke his
collarbone last pre-season.

Of the newcomers, Dimitriou
figures those who will see plenty
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of action are keeper Eric O'Neil,
midficlder/forward Jim Bullock,
midfielder/defender Paul
Tokorsky, and midiielder/for-
ward Bart Mays, all of whom
heiped guide Stevenson to the
Class A state championship last
year,

Dimitriou called Tokarsky,
Bullock and Mays versatile play-
ers with excellent skills, while
O'Neit should pose an immediate
challenge to the roturning start-
ing keeper, Miller, who was solid
in goal in "96.

A player who should bolater
S5C's offense, which sputtered at
times Inst scnson, is forward
Ryan Konley (Plymouth Salem).
“He has u terrific shot and a nose
for the ball,” said Dimitriou.

Others to watch are Jeff

PRICES
START
FROM

Cullen (Haslett), a Clasa B all-
stater who will vie for playing
time at midfield or forward, and
two older ployers: midfielders
Pnul Graves {Milford) and Todd
Vilanueva (Walled Lake Cen-
tral), both 21 years old.

Vilanuevn is na certainty, He
was toking six credit hours dur-
ing the summer session to quali-
fy to ploy. “I tried to get this kid
three years ago,” snid Dimitriou,
“He would be a great addition.
He has great leadership ability.”

There are others who could
break into the rotation, like stop-
per Mike Longlois {South Lyon);
midficlder/forward Ruslan Blajei
(Southfield), u native of the
Ukraine; forward Mike Stempicn
(Lakeland), who scored 13 goals

ns a senior; midfielder Kevin
Graham (Redford CC), who did-
n't play in high schoot but shows
plenty of promise; defender
Andrew Stevens (Redford
Thurston); midfielder/forward
Blair Schmidt (Redford CC);
keeper Mike Ferraro (Thurston);
and three or four more. :

The Ocelots won't have to wait
Jong to prave themselves. Fol-
lowing their pre-scason scrini-
mage at Valparniso College Aug.
23, they'll open their season at
the Springficld (IlL.) Tournament
against the host team on Aug.
30, The following dny, they play
Forest Park (from St. Louis);
both tewms finished among the
top cight at the NJCAA Tourna-
ment lngt season.
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