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Family tradition:

By CHRISTINA FuoCo
STAFF WRITER

Within the lost couple years,
Ziggy Marley and the Meclody
Makers have done the House of
Blues Smokin' Grooves Tour, Lol-
lapalooza, and a Canadien multi-
band tour. After hanging around
with so many rock bands, Sharon
Marley is feeling a little differ-
ently about her music.

“It's interesting tho people
they (booking agents) hook us up
with, It's good for our mental
copacity because we get to social-
ize with people from totally dif
ferent backgrounds, But there's
so many different rock groups
that we've sung with that 1 feel
like a rock group,” she gaid with
a laugh.

Marley explained, however,
that she prefers to play for
crowds who aren't primorily rock
fons.

“Smokin’ Grooves was a nice
mix because it had rappers, rock,
und of course, it had reggae. You
get a cross section of the whole
thing. When it's only, like, rock,
the crowd is wilder. They do that
‘OK
— Rudichend’s

: lntest album
“OK Computer”
(Capital) is a
difficult listen.
The first single
“Paranoid
Android” is 2 6
1/2-minute
winding road of
complex time
changes,
enraged lyrics
{“You don't remember, why don't
you remember my name? Off
with his hend. OfF with his hend,
man”), and Thom York's roller-
coaster vocals that soar at ane
moment and dissolve into a
mumble at others.

In “Exit Music (For A Film)"
Yorke is accompanied intermit-
tently by acoustic guitars, and
fuzzy guitars and bass. Chiming
guitars sparkle throughout “Let
Down” surrounding Yorke's lyrics
“Hysterical and let down and
hanging around. Crushed like a
bug in the ground.” Shivering
guitaras cradle Yorke’s unecase as
he sings “Phew, for a minute
there I lost myself. I lost myself”
until it drifta into a pile of distor-
tion on “Karma Police.”

A musically rollicking “Elec-
tioneering” follows the grim,
computer-nnimated tale “Filter
Happier”

Twelve different songs for 12
different moods.

“It was nerve wracking at
first,” guitarist/vocalist Ed
O'Brien admits about the initinl
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Follow the beat: Ziggy Marley and the Melody Makers

— from left, Sharon Marley,

Stephen Marley, Cedella

Marley, Ziggy Marley - perform songs-off its latest
album “Fallen is Babylon” Tuesday, Aug. 26, at Pine

Knob.

body surfing thing when every-
body's going crazy.”

Once again, however, Ziggy
Marley and the Mclody Makers

release of “OK Computer.”

“A lot of people have said it's
an amazing album after a couple
listens. I asked if people nowa-
days give albums a couple listens
and the answer's been yes. Gen-
erally, albums these days have
got to be accessible immedintely
but some of my fuvorite albums
are the ones that have grown on
me.]

Calling from San Francisce,
Calif,, O'Brien cxplains that “OK
Computer™ has apparently
grown on fans as well, Nearly all
the shows on its headlining tour,
including the Friday, Aug. 15,
shew at the State Theatre in
Detroit, have sold out.

“We've done the first two dates
in Los Angeles and San Francis.
co and it was pretty good; not
bud for the first few dates of uny
tour. When you start touring
properly it can be a bit precari-
ous, but the crowds have been
brilliant.”

The English band recorded
“OK Computer” at various puints
from September 18995 through
Christmas 1996 taking time in
between to “play in” the new
material.

“We worked on it off and on for
a year. We did a lot of touring in
that time, We did European festi-
vals, We did our own tour of the
United States. We also opened
for Alanis Morisseite for three or
four weeks. We find touring is n
very creative time for us. We
play in new material during
soundchecks and incorporate

ia paired up with a rock band,
Big Hend Todd and the Mon-
sters. The tour comes to Pine
Knob Music Theatre in Indepen-

Computer’ downloads sing

them into the sets”

On Radichead’s f{irst two
nlbums, “Pablo Honey” and “The
Bends” the cccentric Yorke
worked through some inner
demons, “OK Computer,” with its
running them of maladjustment
in a modern world, offers u whole
new vicwnpoint, O'Brien
explained.

“Lyrically, it comes from Thom
so0 he had an agenda. The main
thing that’s different {rom ‘The
Bends' in that *The Bends' was o
lot mare intrespective, 'OK Com-
puter' is more from the outside

arléy and the ‘M'enl

dence Township at 7:30 p.m.
Tucsdoy, Aug. 26,

The Mclody Makers are tour-
ing in support of its latest
album, “Fallen Is Bobylen,”
which highlights the band's ver-
sion of Curtis Mayficld's “People
Get Ready,” and “Everybody
Wants to Be" featuring Wyclef of
the Fugees. Maorley ia looking
forward to performing songs off
the album,

“1 was getting kind of hored
with our last show because we
were on the road for a year and n
half, I kept #sking, ‘When are we
going to change the format?’
Finally we have this new album.
1 can't wait to get out there. It's
very exciting,” she explained,

“] have this fecling that Ziggy
is getting very experimental.
He's going to be doing some a
capelln stuff, There’s conga
drums, big bnss drums so there's
more like a chanting fceling to
some of the songs. [t's becoming
more spiritual in the perfor-
mance itsell”

The children of Bob Marley,
Ziggy Murley and the Mclody
Makers grew up listening-to a

in and reporting on it and docu-
menting things, 1 think Thom
deliberately did what he had to
do on “The Bends' and he didn't
want to have to do it again.”

One thing that remnins con-
stant with Radiobead is its affin-
ity for off-beat videos, “Paranoid
Android” is in effect an cpisode
of “Robin,” s twisted Swedish
cartoon that moakes Beavis and
Butt-head look like Dennis the
Mennace. .

“If we'd done a video with us in
it, with the three sections of the
song, it would seem to need

varicty of music.,

“Wo weren't really focused on
reggae. We listened to o lot of
gospel stufl, Stevie Wonder stuff.
There was a lot of Al Green
around, and Patti LaBelle and
The Blue Belles, We had a lot of
different backgrounds in music.”

“We used to listen to some
claasical music. On Sundays in
Jamuiea, classical music is the
only thing they play on the radio.
1 think by listening to all that
music we appreciate the differ-
ent feclings you get from differ-
ent music. It's a vibe thing really.
With some music, you can really
donce to it, and it's really fun.
With other music you sit down
and really listen to appreciate
what's going on.”

At home in Kingston, Jamaica,
the Mclody Makers keep busy
recording and distributing their
own music, while running ‘Tufl’
Gong, Bob Marley's record com-
pany. The group also designs its
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responsibility. Wo have to moke
pure cverything is in proper
order and represents what our
fathor was about.” ..

Sharon Murley explained tha
she doesn’t feel any pressure to
live up to her father's reputation.

“I feel pressure to live up to
my own expectations, If [ sing a
wrong note, I'll never forgive
mysolf and I can’t slecp. The
worst thing is to go on stage and
make a mistake, I think I am my
own worst critic, I live up to my
own expectations because, you
see, whilo our father was around
he didn't live up to anybody's
expectations, He was an individ-
ual in himself. We're all individu-
als. We all have our different

- personnlities.”

Ziggy Marley and the Mclody
Makers, along with Big Head
Todd and the Monsters co-head-
line an all-ages show at 7:30 p.m.
Tuecday, Aug. 26, at Pine Knob
Music Theatre, 1-75 and
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own clothes and ct

“Apart from the music, we all
have children to look after. We
have the Bob Marley Muscum,
that alse falle under our own

something. You could do so much
more with animation. It set the
right mood for the song. It's n bit
weird. There's a lot of black
humor in it, but it’s just right.”

* Opening for Radichead is the
Scottish pop band Teenage Fan-
glub wha is supporting its fifth
album “Songs (rom Northern
Britain,” its first  for
Creation/Columbia Records
which hit storcs Tuesday, July

i}cing on n new lobel,
hassist/vocalist Gerard Love
cxplained, changed the band’s

It’s waiting. . .

Summer Fun at

Township. Tick’eu arc $22.50
pavilion and $12.50 lawn. For
more information, call (248) 377-
0100.

er’s discomfort with tecozhnology

feelinga about promoting a
record.

Radiohcad and Teenage Fan-
club perform Friday, Aug. 15, at
the State Theatre, 2115 Wood-
ward Ave., Detroit. Doors open at
6:30 p.m. for the all-ages show.
For more information, call (113)
961-5451.
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205 W. Long Lake in Troy

JOIN Us
FOR A SEASON OF LAUGHS,
SUSPENSE AND MUSIC

"RUMORS"

A NEIL SIMON FARCE
Septembar 19-October 5, 1997
“WAIT UNTIL
DARK"

Suspense Thriller
January 8-18, 1998

"BRIGADOON

A Learner and Loews Musical
Fabruary 27-March 15, 1998

“THE ODD
COUPLE"

{Female Version)
May 1-17, 1998
Great Thealre
Reascnable Prices
Convenient Location
Free Lighted Parking
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CALL 248-988-7049
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