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MOVIES

Moore,

——— Despite being
TICKETS two of Holly-
PLEASE  wood's most pop-

ular actresses,
Demi Moore and
Julin Roberts
have a knack for
picking deomed
projects  that
serve neither
their talents or
their audiences,

This summer’s
examples: Moore
baring brawn
over breasts in “G.1. Jane,” a gru-
eling Navy training film dirccted
by Ridley Scott.

Then Roberts plays govern-
ment agent to coverup-crazy Mel
Gibson in “Conspiracy Theory,”
which, if not the worst film of the
summer, is certainly the most
misguided.

“G.1. Jane” recounts the trinls
und tribulations of the fictional-
ized first woman inducted into
the elite Navy SEALS. She's
given the opportunity by a vote-
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hungry senotor (Anne Bancroft),
who makes tho progressive ges-
ture assuming the woman won't
stick it out.

And we have our doubts as
well. The training is the kind of
sadistic onslaught that is sup-
posed to toughon up a young
recruit for combat, The Master
Sergeant, while calling you a
maggot, will push your head into
the mud with the steel toe of his
boot and then justify it with,
‘l‘)f\’hnt I'm doing could save your

ife.”

Three qunrters of the film is
taken up by this kind of punish-
ment, to the point where not just
Moore, but the audience, feels
like it hos been standing out in
the cold with a water-filled raft
over its head. Do we really want
to go through the ordeal?

Stanley Kubrick trod similar
ground in the first half of “Full
Metal Jacket,” but therc was a
method to the madness. It not
only boasted an Oscar-worthy
performance by Lee Ermey as

the bile-spewing D.I., but a
decidedly cynical view of orga-
nized cruelty. “G.I. Jane" wants
to have it both ways, demenizing
the military while simultaneous-
1y waving the flog.

It’s Moore's insatiable exhibi.
tioniam that gots on my nerves
most in “G.I. Jane” Along with
requisite shots of her in the
shower and a bubble bath, we
are treated to images of the
newly buff Moore shaving her
head (I haven't scen so many
camera angles for one military
cut since Elvis’ induction) and
performing pushups in sweaty
slow motion,

The Navy SEALS have one
iden right: when you get too tired
to continue the program, simply
ring u bell three times and you're
out. Moviegoers have an even
simpler option. They don't have
ta show up at all for this cinc-
matic ordeal.

“Conspiracy Theory”

performance in “My Bost
Friend's Wedding,” Julia Roberts
would be in big trouble. Her lat-
est film would be just another in
an uninterrupted scrics of bad
moves (“Mary Reilly,” “I Love
Trouble,” “The Pelican Brief” and
a half dozen others) designed to
display her questionable range.
“Conapiracy Theory” is the worst
of the bunch, an idea that obvi-
ously spun out of control since
its original inception. Is it Bn
eccentric black comedy? A nail-
biting thriller? An unorthodox
love story? The filmmakers
apparently didn’t know either,
giving test audiences the final
sny by filming twe different end-

ings.

Mel Gibson plays an unlikely
New York cabbie who sees gov-
ernment cover-up around every
corner. In his cluttered, Mylar-
popered npartment where even
the Tupperwore containers are
kept under lock and key, he
pounds out a newsletter about
hia latest ick

1 it wasn't for her ch

He does mannge to get the car
of an attractive young govern-
ment agent (Roberts), who does-
n't necessarily believe him but
listens anyway.

When the ClA-connccted
Patrick Stewart threatens the
cabby's life and those associated
with him, both are forced to run
for their livea.

Gibson'’s performance borders
on the embarrassing. Even
Raberts secms to stand off to the
side, Jooking on like a deer in the
hendlighta, as he goes into his
overwrought version of Rain
Man with a toothpick and stock-
ing cap.

Just how sympathetic is his
character supposed to be when
he spends most of his nights
peeping into Roberts’ apartment
with binoculars?

Any good conspiracy theorist
will give you a thread of truth to

Suspense thriller: Julia Roberts and Mel Gibson in

“Conspiracy Theory.”

make you ot lenst want to buy
their stary. “Conspiracy Theory's™
nonstop rambling of coincidence,
government idiocy und lame
explanations makes even
Roswell believable in compari-
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ANDAEW COOPZR/WARNER 1ROS.

S0,

John Monaghan welcomes
your calls and comments, To
leave John a voice mail message,
dial (313} 953-2047 on a touch-
tone phone, maitbox 1866, .

to open Friday, Aug. 15
*COP LAND™
Sylvester Staltono ord Robert DeNita
star in this drama about o portially deaf
shenff who discovers a band of eacist
cops which challenges him to do the
right thing.

*KI33 M, GUIDO™

Film about a 24-year-old Italian-Amerl
can man who In his guost to teave the
Bronx tar an acting career, knowingly
signs ta be a soommate with a goy
chorcographer.

*EVENT HORIZON®

Scif) action-thrilles centers around a
spaceship that surfaces near Neptuno
after having disappesred for seven
years.

“STEEL™

Bluo collar metols specislist discovers
10p secrot weapons he helped design
ore being used for crime. Du to the
sensitive security ho forms o team and
creates an amazing suit of armor and
mythle niter ego = Steel. Yogether, Steel
and his team must solve the wenpons
problem, Stars Shaqullie O'Neot, Anna-
beth Gish.

Schaduied to open

Aug. 20

“MOKEY TALXS"

Action comedy obout a fost talking tick-
ot scalper and an Investigative journol-
is1 who try to ¢lear tha con man's name
while scorching for some hidden dio-

SCREEN SCENE

monds. Stors Charlie Sheen.

Scheduied to open Fridoy. Aug 22
*DIRTY DANCING®

Patrick Swoyze and Jennifer Geey ore
back in the eriginal that took the coun:
try by storm,

*MASTERMINDS™

Action comedy adventure about a rebel-
lious 14year-old who finds himself in a
battle of wits over a school being held
for ransom, Stars Patrick Stewart.

“MiMic"

Two young scientlsts team up to save
New York City from an epidemic that
was Killing thousands of chitdren, but
tho miracle of their genetic engineering
comes back 10 haunt them as the bal-
ance of nature has been altered, and
not In thelr favor, Stors Mira Sorvina,
Jetemy Northam, Josh Bralin, Charles
Button,

“$TAR MAPS®

Tho story of 8 handsome, precocious
1B-yenr-old with dreams of becoming &
movio star. His grentest obstacle, how:
ever, |s not breaking into the business,
but breaking free from an appressive
fomity. Stats Dougtas Spain.

*BOX OF MOONLIGHT™ ,
A frash, unconventional comedy about
traveling the rond cof lite, and learning to

handle #ts detours. Stars Joha Tusturrg. ©
Sam Rockwel, Catherine Keener.

“EXCESS BAGAAQE™ L
An emationally neglected rich gitl
stoges her own kldnapping in an
attempt to got attantion, When the
scheme backlires she must go on the
«un. Stars Alicla Sliverstone, Nicholas
Turtureo, and Harry Cannick Jr.

Scheduted to open Friday, Sept. §
“THE FULL MONTY"

Strapped for cash, and insplred by a
visit from the Chippendales dancers to”’
their town, six out-of-wark steelworkers
1ry to turn things around by forming aa .
unlikely oct. Stars Robert Catlyle, Matk
Addy. .

“FiRE DOWN BELOW™

An EPA agent goes undergtound to dib-
cover wha is behind the dumping of
lethal chemicals in an abandoned mine ©
shpft and becomes emotionally Involved
in with the townspeople who are beiog
endangered.

Scheduled to open Friday, Sept. 19

*“LA CONFIDENTIAL™ .
Three LAPD afficers become separatel
entangled in a web of intriguo and
dacclt that threatens to destroy them™:
Set In the early 1950s. Stars Kevin "= -
Spacey, based on noves by James EMroy.

A sampling of what’s playing
at alternative movie theaters
across metro Detroit as reviewed
by John Monaghan.

Detroit Film Theatre Detroit
Institute of Arts, 5200 Wood-
ward, Detroit. Call (313)-833-
2323 for information. ($6.60;
$4.60 ptudents/ seniors)

“A Chef in Love” (Georgia/
France - 1998), Friday, Aug. 16
through Sunday, Aug. 17 (call-for
showtimes), Filmed in Paris and
the former Soviet Georgia, this
Oscar nominee focuscs on 8
French moater chef whase love
for-a ian woman culmi-
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nates in a tapestry of love, rovo-
Tution, and food.

“Mandela” (USA - 1896), 7
p.m. Monday, Aug. 18. An Oscar-
nominated-documentary portrait
of tho famed African leader. Pro-
duced by-Jonathan me, with lota
of raro footage only recontly
made-pvailable,  *

Main Art Theatre 118 N,
Main Streot at 11 Mile, Royal
Oak. Films play through at-lenst
Thursday, uniess noted other-
wise. Call (248) 642.0180 for-
information and showtimoa.
($6.50; $4 students, seniors and-
matineo; $3 twilight)

“Ulec’s Gold™ (USA - 1887).
Poter Fonda providea an under-
atatod-porformancea a Florida
beckooper who roluctantly
ngrees to-retrieve a family mem-

°

4.

ber from thugs. From Victor
Nunez, the-writer/ director of the
surprise independent hit “Ruby
in-Paradise.”

“Shall We Dance?” (Japan -
1997). A Japancse husinessman
breaks-free of the monotony of
life when he spontaneously
decides to-take a ballroom danc-
ing clasa,

“Mrs. Brown"” (Britain -
1897} When Britain's Queen Vie-
toria-mourncd the loss of hus-
band Albert, she formed an
unconventional-friendship with
a Scottish Highlander. Judi
Dench and Billy-Connolly star.

“Droam With the Fishes”
(USA - 1997), After a man's
aborted-auicide nttempt, he
meets someone who gives him a
crash courge on-living life on the
edge.

Magic Bag Theatre 22920
Woodward, Ferndale. Call (248)
544-3030 for information. ($2)

“Chasing Amy” (USA - 1897),
9:30 p.m. Thuraday, Aug. 14. The
third in-Kovin Smith's trilogy
about life in suburban Now Jer-
sey finds a-young comic book
artist attracted to a femalo col-
league who just-happons to be

« gay.
“Monty Python and the

Holy Grail” (British - 1974).
9:30 p.m. Wedneaday, Aug. 20.
Tho best of the Python’s big
screon excursions turna the King

Arthur legend on its ear, Still-
among the highlights: o killér’
bunny and o knight who contin-
ues to fight even after mostif
his limbs have been lopped off..
Millenium Theatre/ Centar
Northland Center (8 Mile nepr
Greenfield), Southfield. Calt:
(248) 552-7000 for information. @
($6.50)
“The Incorporated” (USA -
1997). Thursday, Aug. 14 through
Sunday, Aug. 17 (call for, show-
times). Shot mostly in Fent
with additional -
Northville and Ann Arbor, thil
locally-produced thriller finds 3
physicist (John Rencaud) target
ed by n secret government ageri-
cy who wanta to destroy hi

work, et

Redford Theatre 136%17.
Lahser (at Grarid River), Detroit-2
Call (313) 637-2560 for-informe -
tion, ($3.560) Andy Hardy doubjt
feature.

“Love Finds Andy Hard,
(USA -1838) and “An
Hardy’s Privato Secrotar:
(USA - 1941). Starting 8 p.
Friday, Aug. 16; 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.
Saturday, Aug. 16 {(organ over:
ture-bogins a holf hour beforg:
showtime). Judge Hardy's family
ia-featured in this slice of pre-
War apple pie, starring Mickéy
Roonoy. In the first (and somi¢":
would sny beat) entry, Andy falfiz.

Pleaso Seco Beene €Y

23

v ¢




