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Non violent offenders do their time landscaping, cleaning up county

+“BY PAT MURPHY
BTAFF WRITER

: No leg irons. No uniforms,
< No gun-toting guards.

But thoy are technically joil

sinmates, And, they ure work-

ng off their debt to society —
although, “there’s no heavy
lifting,” as Joc explained.

Joe (who asked that his lnst
.name not he used) is part of
- WAM, o new community cor-
-,rections program that — with
~a atretch of the imagination —
=might be described as a mod-
~*ern-day chain gang. '

WAM, or Weekend Alterna-

tive for Misdemeanants, offi-
«cially kicked off last weekend
~when a handful of nonviolent
"offenders did some lond

“Many of theso defen-
dants don't have any
money. Sending them
to Jall because they
can't pay a fine com-
pounds the problem.”
Judge Terrence
Brennan
44th District Court

to work off their timo because

compounds the problem.” u Equally important, said Jbv.‘
it saves the county moncy. It And, surprisingly, the county These aren't really the weekend ascheduled
costa $12 to $15 a doy for the gets an “enthusinstic” work prisoners. These are cnabled him to keep the jobtho
county to have somebody in crew, judging by the perfor-  your neighbors who has been working for about #ix
WAM, according to Miller, mance of Joc and his cohorts goofed up.” months, He had previougly
compared to $68 to house them over the weekend, suid Miller, B managed a plzzn store, but hi
in the Oakland County jail. “These guys weren't just going George Miller current job is n step up, :
“It also helps came over- through the motions,” he soid. Manager of Community The first WAM work crolvs
crowding at the jail,” said “They were working pretty were all male defendants. But

Corrections

Michnel W, Zehnder, director
of Public Services within the
ive's office that oversees

well,
“Most are embarransed to be
there,” he snid, “so they're anx-

that won’t always be the ci

ing themselves or passing out according to Miller,

ning stoge for some time, but
Sonturday and Sunday were the
first times nonviolent offenders
were actually on the job.

“1 had other things I'd rather
be doing,” Joe said. “But on
balance, it wasn't a bad experi-
ence, ln foct, 1 was surpnsed

and general cleanup at Addi-
son Onks, a county park in the
northenst corner of Oaklond
County,

Joe is a 21-year-old Macomb
County resident caught drink-
ing and driving in Troy.

When he violated probation,
District Judge Dennis C. Drury
gave him a choice: 16 days in
jnil or six weckends on WAM,

WAM has been in the plan-

by the p

Not a bad experience? Posi-
tive attitude? Sce what a
stretch it is to compare WAM
to n choin gang?

“These aren’t really prison-
ers,” said George J. Miller,
manager of community correc-
tions. “These are your neigh-
hors who gaofed up.”

Joe and eight other people
who “goofed up” were allowed

“Women defendonts will
have the same option,” he said,
“just us soon ns we get some.}

from cxertion, Joe acknowl-
edged. “But wo worked contin-
uously.”

community corrections.

Sheriff John F. Nichols
explained the overcrowding sit-
uation to judges and police
chiefs earlicr this year and
urged local communities not to
sond peaple convicted of nonvi-
olent misdemoanors to the
county jail.

It was at the sheriff's sugges-
tion that WAM came into exis-
tence.

‘The program has a ess obvi-
ous side benefit, according to
Judge Terrence H. Brennan of
the 44th District Court in
Royal Oak.

“Many of these nonviolent
defendants don't have any
money. Sending them to jail
because they can’t pay a fine

ious to get it over with.”
Nobody came close to strain-
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