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carly 1960s.

‘Another example was in 1989,
when Hohler transformed the
balecony into a sccond auditori-
um. Life changes; so does busi-
neas,

*There's not a market in Farm-
ington for children’s movies any-
more,” Hohler said. “During the
early "60s there were 22 elemen-
tary schools in Farmington and
Formington Hilla.” Today, there
are 13 elementaries in the Farm-
ington district, plus a few in
nearby districts.

Families arc smaller, with
endless entertainment options
for them to consider, According
to Hohler, those competitors
make it a taugh tosk to keep the
Civic viable.

“You have cable TV, and
videos. . .It's common sense.
Movies aren’t what people go to
on a regular basis today. Some
people do, but not nearly ns
many.”

Even so, he remains dedicated
to his customers and to a place
that recks with nostalgia. Walls
are covered with murals of Mari-
lyn Monroe and John Wayne.
The dark red carpeting covers up
creaky steps to the balcony. Pap-
corn is popped fresh daily, not
poured out of a large, plastic

bog.
And a showcaso on thoe second

“I enjoy the public,” Hohler
snid. *I enjoy prcﬁenting movies

and react to

floor fentures o movio
from the 1940s, the kind needing
a projectionist to run. Today?
Film is threaded off a platter, by
employee Lestic Oglesby on this
particular night, through o maze
of rollers, before it is readied for
showing.

The link to the past will
remain as long as Hohler is
actively involved.

“I'm committed to this place,”
he said, awaiting that evening's
showing of “The Loat World” and
“Austin Powers” on the two
screcns. “I've been here forever.
As long as it can survive I'll be

here.

But Hohler doesn’t expect his
daughter, Jennifer, or son,
Jason, both in their 20s, to keep
the family string going after he
retires. The business is too
tough, too frngmented to make
decent living. There are way too
many screens for people to
choose from - 68 within scven
miles of the Civic's front door.

“And, if they build those other
20 in Livonin, that's 88 screens.”

So, why does he hang on dur-
ing a period marked by the
grund opening of such multiplex-
cu?

them. But, like everything clso
in life, you have to support your-
self doing it.”

That means juggling his movie
linoup on a weekly basis.
Tonight ends the two-week run
for Mike Mycrs' 1960a spoof,
“Austin Powers;” tomorrow
opens a flick he has been trying
to get for several months, “The
English Patient.”

Hohler had to wait until the
firat-run movic houscs were done
with it - not once, but twice, o
rarity in today’s induatry.

cre's no strategy to it any-
mare, Distributors tell sub-run
theatrea when a movie is avail-
able for you to start playing. .
.Some weeks you have two or
three to pick from, some wecks
zero.”

Unfortunately, many of the
picks are artistic and commercial
zcroes anyway. “Many times
they're junk. . .So it's almost
about making o gucss at what
your audicnces will want to
buy.”

As a safety net, Hohler is plan-
ning on presenting several spe-
cial events at the theatre every
year. In June, comedian Soupy

Sales porformed. A Gallagher 1T
show in Jate Qctober (featuring
tho less-known of tho Gallogher
brothers) likely will bo followed
by a December concert featuring
“The Gaylords,” a Detroit-aren
singing group popular during the
hoyday ‘of theatres such ns the
Civic - when going to a movie on
8 weekend evening was an event
people planned well in advance,
Still, Hohler fligures about
2,000 people still show up each
week to watch sccond-run
movics, sometimes only a couple
wecks before they're available in
video stores, Who are these peo-

ple?

“The bulk of our people are
people who just like to get out of
the house,” he explained. “They
like secing the movie an the big
screen, but they don't like paying
$7 for a ticket,”

Instead, they pay two bucks.
For that, they get a cinematic
experience rooted in the past and
a chance to savor Farmington's
preaent. As for the future,
Hohler hopes to keep the Civic
and the downtown vital through
his wark on the DDA,

(For more information about
Civic Theatre cvents, call 248-
474-1951.)

The human system isn't the
only system that's inter-connected
and inter-dependent. So is the

Musculo-Skeletal System of services
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28050 Grand River Avenue, Farmington Hllls, MU 48336-5933

at Botsford General Hospital. Our continuum of care for bone and joint problems
offers a depth and breadth of services that starts with prevention and includes
diagnosis, surgery by board-certified orthopedic surgeons, rehabilitation and
occupational medicine. Sometimes a bone or joint problefn is nothing more
than a one-time ache or pain. However, often the problem is chronic. The on-
going management of chronic conditions may require different treatments at
different times. By having all speciaities and comprehensive rehabilitation
programs within one care system, Botsford can support you and your family with
the consistent care and attention you're seeking. Er a physician referral, céll

our Health Match service at (248) 442-7900. We'll get you connected.

Reaching Out To The People Of Our Community

Father’s foresight helped.
land the Civic in town .-

BY TIM 8urTi
HTAFF WRITER

The Civic Theatre became
reality thanks to the foresight of
Greg Hohler's father.

In tho late 1830s, Farmington

Lahser, which today hoats argan
concerts and other eventa spon-
sored by n nen-profit organiza-
tion. . ’ .
With movics the primary
sourco of out-of-the-home enter-
i for families, Schricber

was a rural nestled
along Grand River. But its
potential caught the eye of
Edward J. Hohler, who daily
made the long, slow trek along
Grand River, from his residence
in Walled Loke to Datroit -
where he worked at an Associat-
ed Theatres-owned movie house
located at W. Warren-Junction.

“It was his idea to build a the-
ater in Farmington,” snid Greg
Hohler. “He drove through
Farmington on Grand River
every dny.”

The intersection of Grand
River-Farmington, particularly,
was of prime interest. So, one
day, Edward J. Hohler and the
owner of Associated Theatres,
Alex Schricher “took o drive out
there,” The only other suburban
theater they saw on the drive
was the Redford Theatre at

decided to build a theater in
Farmington. To do so cntailed
tearing down an existing, two- -
story commercial building and -
crecting o bona fide movie houso
“from the ground up.” .
“My dod soid he'd like to man-
age it," Hohler snid. And so, the
Hohler era at the Civic began, .
officially on Sept. 20, 1840, .
Tho first movie shown to the -
general public was “My Favorite
Wife,” starring Cary Grant. .
During the carly 19508, when
there was talk of closing down
the Civic, Edward J. Hohler
steppod up and purchased it
from Community Theatres,.a
company that took over Associat-
ed during the 1940s. .
Edward J. Hohler kept the
theater going until 1973, when
Greg Hohler took over ot th
helm. .

Few theaters around since mid-"60s-

Only 15 of 105 single-screen
movie theaters listed in a
metropolitan daily movie guide,
from the weck of Nov. 25, 1964,
arc open today. Two of those, the
Fox and Palms in Detroit, no
longer show films. Following is a
breakdown of the other 13 the-
aters, complete with the featured
attraction 33 years ago and the
number of scrcens on site today
(in parentheses):

Civic-Farmington (2); Walt
Disncy's “Moonspinners” with
Hayley Mills.

Allen Park (4): “Roustabout,”
Elvis Prosley; “Kisses for My
President,” Fred MacMurray,

Birmingham(8).:
“Roustabout,” and “Kissca for
My President.”

Main-Royal Oak (3): “Pajama
Party,” Tommy Kirk, Annctte
Funicello; “Robin and the 7
Hoods,” Frank Sinatra, Dean
Martin,

Norwest (2): “Topkapi,” Meli-
na Mercouri, Peter Ustinov; “The
Pink Panthoer,” Peter Sellers,
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Shores-8t. Clair Shores (1)
Walt Disney’s “Moonspinners™
with Hayley Mills.

State-Wayne(4): “Roustabout”
and “Kisses for My President.”

Terrace (4): “Topkapi” and
“The Pink Panther.”

Waods (8): “Roustabout” and
“Kisses for My President.”

Wyandotte-Annox (1): “Top-
kapi,” and “The Pink Panther.”

Wyandotte-Main (1)
“Rougtabout” and “Kisses for My
Pregident.”

Ford.-Wyoming Drive-In (9):
“Roustabout” and “Kisses for My
President.”
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