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Mom from page Al

concert from page Al

she was with us tonight.”

“She sure waos,” chimed in chorus
manager KathyHall, throwing her
arms around Garr,

After again thanking overybody for
their continued prayers and support,
Susan Garr talked nhout the “lesson”
she hoped the teen's classmates nnd
others took away from the concert,
spulnsurcd by the city of Farmington
Hills.

people's lives in only 16 yeara. All we
want for our kids is to be loved. And
she's very loved.”

The concert enabled Adam Garr to
“remomber hor the way she used to be
before the accident. That's the Melissa [
want to remember.”

5till holding their candles during the
aftermath were classmates Erin Allen
and Heather Malinowski, both in the
band last year with Melissa, Their

“I want to tell them about hi
Muelissn wrote in her school newspa-
per,” Garr said. “You have to make
every day a good one, because you
never know what the next day will
bring. That's the lesson we're learning
from Melissa. She lived every day with
joy. She abselutely did.”

Melissa Garr was injured on July 23
while boby-sitting three children at a
Furmington pool. A tree limb fell an
estimated 40 feet and struck her on the
head, knocking her to the cement deck.

She remains on life support at Uni-
versity of Michigan Medical Centers in
Ann Arbor. Her father, Farmington
Hilla Fire Lt. Michacl Garr, said doc-
tors were scheduled to Friday perform
a tracheostomy and insert n gustro-
nomical tube, in order to help fight
infection.

Recent neurological tests revealed
activity only in her lower brain stem,

t of the night hed the
general consensus: The concert was the
perfect tribute to a music-loving teen.

“It wos a renlly good idea and I'm glad
a lat of people showed up,” Allen said.
“It wns sad, but it also wns a good way
to bring everyone together.”

Melissa also “rcally loved to sing,”
said Malinowski. “I think the choir was
really, really nico,”

According to FHS vocal music teacher
Evelyn Schuette, the performance waa
“very fitting. . .because Melissa grew up
with that chorus.” Susan %nrr helped

Melissa “the alto on the left,” becouse
she alwoys atood on that side of the
atage during concorts.

Others said the performance was
almost therapeutic.

“It was wenderful to sce 80 many peo-
ple here,” said community chorus mem-
ber Sheiln Gappy. "Susan has given a
lat to the community through the choir.
It was great to see everybody here lov-
ing her and showing their support.

“It wne emotional for everybody here.
We all care about Susan and Melissa.”

Geri Rorabacher, 8 Farmington Hills
reaidont and honorary lifetime member
of the community chorus, described the
concert as “most inspirational. Love was

*in the air.”

Farmington High School Socinl Work-
or Bob Crawford was among those who
helped light candles prior to the rendi-
tion of *Out There,” a favorite ballad of
Meligsa's,

“It's real hc]pful for kids and adults,”
said Ci d about the importance of

establish the Far
Chorus while pregnant with Melisza.
“And you could really fecl the support
from the kids,” Schuene said, “They're
very, very concern
sat cl d on
to one side - looking down mwurd thn
left section of singers. Schuetto didn't
say whether there was any significance

such a tribute, “The more you can pub-
licly share your gricf is healthier than
holding things in stoically.”

But although classmates are praying
for Melissa, thoy aren't being too vecal
about the injured teen's bleak situntion.

“People are just kind of waiting for
more things to happen,” Heather Mali-
nowski soid, “Because it’s almost o bad
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Blg tumout: Heritage Park’s hill was filled on one side with Melissa

Garr’s classmates from Farmington High on blankets.

soling with students, and that those

happening. . .Mr. (Band Director Norm)
efforts will continue as the school year

Logan mentions Mclissa quite o bit, but
we don't talk nbout it that much.” ging.
“Kids always have concerns for their

FHS Principal Jim Myers said social

fellow students,” he said. “We'll be very

which controls basic bodily functions.
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to the seating arrangement. But she

alled omen if you talk about the worst thing

D eath from poge Al

workers have already begun grief coun-

sensitive to their needs.”

r

On the nightstand next to the
bed, a typed note read, “12 Aug.
1997: Janet Goad and Dr.
Kevorkian ended the progressive
and intolerable suffering of
Karen Shoffstal(sic), age 34,
from New York.” A clear plastic
syringe cap was nearby and a
r;xbhbcr band was found by her
[

Why Shoffstall chese to dic in

a nondescript room of a hotel
chain several hundred miles
away from home is not clear, Her
family asked not to speak to the
media,

Remnonta found in the hatel
room from her final hours reveal
little in terms of the anguish she
suffered or the resolution in her
decision to end her life.

Police found a walker in a cor-
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« Item No. 9402: Looking for a place to rent or someone to
share an apartment witht Get a listing of our rental
classifieds. Cost: §5.

* Item No. 9800: Recreatlon. boats, motorcycles, campers,
airplanes, etc. Cost: $5.95

. = llem No, 9822: Vehicles: Used trucks, vans and all

K makes of automobiles. Cost: $39.95

I IO&E ON-LINE: 248-644-1100
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software—PC or Macintosh. On-Line users can:
* Send and receive unlimited email.
» Access all features of the Internet—Telnet, Gopher,
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« Chat with users across town or across the country.
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The Cost of Assisted Living
Is NOT Out of Reach at...

PRESBYTERIAN VILLAGE REDFORD

With over 50 ?(ears of experience and 1 of only §
ties that is accredited by the Continuing
creditation Commlsslon, Wwe can ensure you a

Michigan faci
Clare I

easant ving community.
P We offer:

ner and a white bag with “New
York New York” inscribed on it
in the bathreom. The bag con-
tained adult diapers.

A half-caten blueberry muffin,
a half*filled Styrofoam cup of cof
fee sat on a breakfast tray. She
signed a bill for the room, which
was on the table.

A desk clerk recalled secing
the woman at 8:30 a.m. and
remembers checking her in at
2:55 a.m. Aug. 12,

The housckeepor was making
her rounds at approximately

11:40 a.m. She knocked, but no
one answered.

The hotel employee used a
pass key and shouted “house-
keeping.” She saw the woman on
the bed, who didn’t move when
she called out.

A manager came, checked the
woman's pulse and called 911,
It's not known exactly when she
died.

“You'd have to ask the protago-
nist who rendercd her dead,”
said Dragovic, medical examiner.

A “Do Not Disturb® sign wns
on the hotel room's door.

Parks from page Al |

Also included are plans to .

expand bike paths, turn San
Marino from a ninc- to an 18-
hole golf course and upgrade one

park — posasibly Heritage —
nllnw in-line skoting.

A sum of $2.6 mx]]mn is direct-
ed to improvement of existing
facilities. The city maintains 51
baseball and softball diamonds
and 35 soccer fields alone.

In some instances, funds
raised from the ongoing millage
will be used as sced money for
projects like o family nquatie
center, bike paths and develop-
ment costs — but not the buying
of property — for San Marino's
expansion,

“The dollars may not fully
cover those projects, but with
joint ventures and grants, those

things may come nbout,” snid
Dan Potter, Hills Parks and
Recreation director,

During the 10-year span, the
millage would help in terms of
future staffing. The current mil-
tage pays for threc positions:
naturalist, park maintenance
supcrvisor and employee.

If approved, the millage
rencwal could atlow the addition
of four full-time maintenance
positions and upgrade six part-
time jobs in the senior program
to three full-time positions.

Parks and recreation deport-
ment decided how money would
be spent through a city wide sur-
vey, meetings with the parks
and rec commission and intereat-
ed groups; and study sessions
with the city council.
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HISS BARBARA'S
DANCE CENTRE

The Area’s Most

Respecled Dance Studio

NOW OFFERING

An Expanded Danee Program
Your Child Deserves the BEST!

THE LATEST IN
o JAZZ

» Independent and Assisted Living
* Special Alzheimer's and securéd
dementia unit
» 3 balanced, nutritious meals daily

e Highly skilled medical staff
* An

much, much, more!

Call today and make an
appoiniment to tour
our facility and ask about
the move In specials
that we have for you.

Contact Lynne at

17383 GARFIELD »
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NEW TO OUR STUDIO
*with payment for 1t tuition
ane pair per ch
Offer expirea 9-30-97

Programs ranging from “Pre-School Rhythm"
clusses for boys & girls to adult classes

Crosawinds Mall

Enroll by phone
West Bloomfield

SR AT 248) 626-2755
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