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Elaine Moajor sifts sand
through a kitchen etrainor as
shi prepares to lay a ground for
cave paintings gimilar to
fhose created by artists
more than 17, years
ago in Lascaux, Frarice,

Major works with tho tools at
hand much as early man did
when croating art on the cave
walls. Uppor Paleolithi¢ artists
uged primitive tools and lumpa
of mangancso and ocher to paint
and engrave bulls, horsos and
deer on the limestone surfaces,
Major makes uso of 20th century
everyday objects from her Livo-
nip kitchen. To build a aurface
gimilar to rock, the 71-year-old
artist uses o spatula to spread a
coarse pumice gol ovor a canvas
covered with gesso before sprin-
Kling on tho sand.

“Tho caves aro closed now
beeause fungus, carbon dioxide
and other damaging elements
brought in with tourists was
destroying tho art. That gave me
thi idea to paint theas so people
can enjoy them in their homes,”
eaid Major, “I add the sand to
form a look that caves would
hove. I love texture. One of the
things I like most about my

Cave Palntings

What: An ongoing exhibition
of textural peintings by Elalne
MaJor. The canvassas are rem-
Iniscant of the {ce Age cave
palntings and engravings
found in Lasceux, France In
1940,

Wharse: Native West Gallery,
863 W. Ann Arbor Trall west of
Maln Street In Plymouth. Call
(313} 455-8838.

paintings is touching them.”

Major sketches animals onto
the canvas with yellow ocher
paint after leaning a canvas
against a cupboard for a ready-
made eascl,

“I'm the only pointer I know
without a paletts,” said Major as
she tears a sheet of aluminum
foil from the roll then squeczes a
trio of points ento it.

Major uses a brush from the
hardware store to brush wide
strokes of color across the can-
vas. A plastic juice container cut
in half helds water for her
brushes, many of which are worn

Cave art:
Major cre-
ates imagery
similar to
the bulls,
horses and
deer brought
to life by
Upper Pale-
olithic
artists more
than 17,000
ydars ago.

Collectors
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Dr. Miroslaw and Anna
Hnatiuk are running out of time
to find a permanent home for
their oxtensive collection of
Ukrainian folk art. The 80-ycar-
old retired family physician and

seek home

that will come after us.”
Ukrainiane are known the
world over for the beautiful and
intricate handiwork found in
their embroidery, wood craft and
Pysanky. In epite of centurics of
oppression, Ukrainions continue

his 76-year-old wife spent more
than 45 ycars collecting the
carved end inlaid wood boxes,
embroidery, Pysanky (decorated
FEaster egga), beaded necklaces,
musical instruments, hand-
painted dishes, costumes, ceram-
ics, and dolls.

The Hnatiuks do not want to
divide the art among their three
children but hope to preserve the
works for future gonerationa by

¢ ing tho entire collecti
to'a cultural institution. Origi-
naolly, Dr, Hnatiuk's dream was
to open a Livonia Museum of
Ukrainian Art with the help of 2
benefactor, but none was found.
Stilt, they hope.

Encouraged by Victor A.
Kyryk, the Consul General of
Ukraine, the Hnatiuks recently
held a private opening reception
for the muscum collection com-
prised of carved and inlaid wood
boxes from the Carpathian
Mountains, ceramics from Hut-
sul and porcelain from Kiev. The
Ukrainian Minister of Foroign
Affaira and tho Ministry of Cul-
turc of Ukraine National Art
Museum sent letters of congratu-
lation from Ukraino. Kyryk
attended as did Livonia Mayor
Jack Kirksey, formor Livonia
Mayor Robert Bennctt and State
Representative Lynn Bankes.

“We're not getting any
younger,” said Dr. Hnatiuk. “We
hopa there will be a time when
this collection will find its proper
place and will be the carrior of
our rich culture for generations
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ssell ot public suction sale by cimpetitive
Bales are for cash ealy. Remaval

to colobrate their culture by
fo ey Sitiornl arts

the arts.
The collection is a living history
that tells about a strong and
proud people who battled
invaders ranging from the
Tatars and Genghis Kahn and
his Mongo! warriora in the late
13th century to Rusaian
invaders to the Germans during
World War 11, Sheeps weol vests
and coats tell a story of harsh
winters. Embroidered and bend-
ed linen shirts were donned dur-
ing the hot summers. Red and
brown wool jackets from the

to u point,

In the last ycar, Major’s paint-
ings have sold more than any
othor artist represented by
Nativo West Gallery, according
to co-owner Annotte Horn.

“Hor paintings continue to
excite our customors because
they’re always fresh,” sald Horn.
“Evon though she's not Native
American, tho paintings bring
all of tho traditions together of
the Lascaux cave paintings and
the southwest Native Amorican
potroglyphs, It looks as if it's
been chopped right out of a cave.
Each painting is a story that you
can make up as you view it.”

Major, throughout her life, has
always had a hand in art. She
began pointing seriously in 1991
and continues to study art with
Lincoln Lau at Schooleraft Col-
lege.

“Over tho years of raising five
children, I had to do some kind
of art so I created amall paint-
ings with iodine and Elmer’s
glue,” Major said,

The retircd sales representa-
tive continucs to cxporiment
with unorthodox processes
including painting on wood and
sandpapor, and asscembling
watercolor painted potals into
three-dimensional floral art
worka. Yot another technique,
Major refers to as pan art, is
donc outside in the backyard.
Major layers rice paper and nat-
ural materiala such as ferne
from her garden or Saran Wrap
in a large 1 i

ave art draws painter to sifting sands

She then eprays colored inks
over the concaction to produce
abstract art works. The wrap
and ferna resist the color leaving
negative spaces after removal
from the paper.

“I'm not interested in winning
awards,” said Major. *I just want
to learn more about my craft and
experimenting with different

« the Ice Age.

Major has exhibited at Cre-
ative Framing and Gallery in
Plymouth, the Festival of the

lonal: Elaine Major prepares a canvas for painting images reminiscent of
Lascaux cave art. Major works with the tools at hand much as artists did during

member of Artifacta Art Club.
She no longer belongs to Arti-
facta or any other club because of

STAF? PHOTOS BY BILL BAKsLIR

years ago effected Major emo-
tionally as well as physically.
Today, she lives a healthier

Arts at Nativity Episcopal

materials and techniques.” Church in Birmi and s a

the time roquired to attend
i A heart attack three

for Ukraine folk art

doy.

lifestyle and paints nearly every

Carpathian mountains were
waorn only on Sundays, One-hun-
dred-fifty or more embroidered
costumes, some more than 100-

declared independence from the
former Soviet Union six years
ago.

BEN PIVNICK FAMILY FOUNDATION

The nnnunl report of the PIVNICK FAMILY FOUDATION for the year
1996 is now availablo for inspection for the next 180 days. Inspection
must be made during regular offica hours, and by appointment only.
Contact Mr. Pivnick at (248) 626-0870.
Publiah: August 17,1997

s

y 1d, di the vori-
ous peoples and villages. And the
list of folk art goes on.

“Some of the things belonged
to my grondparents,” aaid Anna
Hpatiuk. “Others were bought in
Ukraine and Ukrainion commu-
nities in Toronto and San Fran-
cisco.”

“Vigitors call our home “Little
Ukraine,” added a proud Dr.
Hnatiuk attesting to the mas-
siveness of the collection.

Today, the collection continucs
to grow with each visit to
Ukraine. The Hnatiuks, who
first returned to Ukraine in
1984, have mode annual trips to
their homeland since the country

YOUR ATTIC OF FARMINGTON HILLS

Your Attic of Farmington Hills, lecated at 38875 Grand River, Farmington
Hills, MI. 48336, will hold a Public Salo on September 10, 1997 at 1:00 p.m.
to satialy the lien ngninat the following tenants unless the lions are
naf fore the sate H

NAME LNUN CONTENTS AMOUNT
Four Star Bldg. Servico C-50, 51 Mise. $1,160.53
Tho contents of these units will bo nvailable for inspection the day prior te
tho aale and will bo eold to the highest bidder. Sale will be held at Your
Attic of Farmington Hills, Telephone #810-478-0111

ROBERT and JOAN TURNER Manager

Publich: August 10 and 17, 1997 —r

DANCE HARD,
DAlgg SICRE”NG

WHY DANCE ELECTRIC?
t B500 8q. fect Exploding With Dance Excitement!
Professional Wood Dance Floors
Extensive Curriculum
Highly Trained Professional Instructors
* Award Winning Dancers
Morning, Aftcenoon & Evening Classcs
Promoting Mind, Body & Spirit *~ -

{The parsccial proparty described balow:
(INTHE MATTER OF:  RONKRT JONYS,
\SPACE Di0), ASSORTED HOXES & IAGE
On the premises where said property has
M.Jﬂm.m.uwunﬂw
“Htorage 34060 Nine Mile Rosd,

ML, 45034, (810) 4734020, on BEPTEMBER
24,1907 1 1130AM.

The persceal propetty described below.
ANTIE MATTER OP:  RORERT DERRY,
'SPACK 11043, MICROWAVZ, TV, FRIDGE,
AOFT, BOXES

'THERZAA GRAPES, SPACE Co03, BOPA,
‘EXERCTIE BIKE, VACUUM, TABLE

‘AL, SALYS BUBJECT TO ADQURNMENT
JPublish: A, 17 and 34, 1067 (st

iithin 24 hours. Por aale are ntorage uaits

pramtiane || [ | | it
Bioreea 905 Rewbureh Rosd, Lirorls Eceryonc's talking about

e AT SR DANCE ELECTRIC

the kottest studio in town!
LET US SHARE OUR LOVE OF DANCE WITH YOU!

thru ADVANCED
N
Call For A Free Brochire i
@A d7-3830 T

24717 CRESTVIEW CT., FARMINGTON HILLS
NORTH OFF GRAND RIVER, EAST OF HAGGERTY

speclal section about the

circulation of 60,430.

customers.

The Observer & Eccentric Newspapers
look forward to presenting this new S

Farmington/Farmington Hills area

businesses. There will be no ‘ads' as we
know them. nstead your 'ad’ will be 3
story and photo about your business
history, dreams and progress. This
section wlll be published In Farmington,
Farmington Hllls, West Bloomfleld,
Livonla, Northville and Novi-a total

our experience has shown that this type
of 'advertorlal' advertising Is Immensely
popular with our readers-your

Place your photo and ‘advertorial' In this
sectlon and you'll see from your
customers comments just how well

An advertorial section!
Publication Date:
Thursday; September 11, 1997

7 3

h
advertised In
The Farmington
Founders
Festival Sectlon
will receive 10%
discount off
your
Discover

r Peadling )
Tuesday, August 19th ats5pm.
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