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District.ushers in next -
generation of employees

Editor's note: This is the first in a
seriex of stories on preparations for the
upcoming school year. On Thursday,
we'll give you an inside look at how
teachers are urged to add “Heart and
Sout” to their lessons.

BY TIM SMITH
BTAYY WRITER

Larry Lobert secs good thinga ahead
for all of tho Farmingten school district's
new cmployecs who got a specinl wel-
came last week. But he could hardly hold
back his enthusiasm about the 40 or so
freah-faced teachers he just hired for
1897-98.

“You have hero the best and the
brightest teachers you can find in tho
metro area,” Lobert, oxecutive director of
poraonnel gervices, said during new

pl i fon at the Farmi:
Training Center. “This is an outstanding
group of talent, some with oxperience
and some right out of college.”

As he apoke, the latest faculty member
to be hired, Theresa Walsh, walked by.
“She's Chelsea's loss,” said Lobert, refer-
ring to the Chelsea school district whero
Walgh taught last year.

Walah, whose husband Dave is 47th
District Court administrator, was hired
the day before tho orientation started.
The family now can look to pi

B ‘it's a combination of Intro- -
ducing people to resources

In the district . . . It's folks
belng In the same boat as
they begln this process.’

Larry Lobert
~-Farmington Public Schools
personnel director

ont perspective today. This is truly
rewarding.”

Pacer anid she soes nothing but posi-
tives coming out of tho nssembling of all
new employces, regardless of their jobs,
to loarn about each other and the stu-
dents they'll soon bo serving.

“What it doea is emphasize tho impor-
tance of teamwork and that we're all
together working toward one goal,” she
said. “And that's (providing) a complete
environment for our students,”

Superintendent Bob Maxficld ?msrcd

welcoming remarks to tho emp

and stressed the need to be aware of tho
educational needs of studonts and their
parents.

[}
home in the Farmingten aren, instead of
commuting from Saline. She will teach
third grade at Forest Elementary School.

“It's excellent,” said Walsh about tho
orientation. “It veally helps us sco the
big picture of things. I'm excited.”

But the district put out the welcome
mat for more than just teachers.

©On Tuesday, the estimated 70 new
employces hired in all departmenta with-
in the past six months were treated to
welcomes, workshops and a video pro-
duced in conjunction with the 1995
Stand for Children rally in Washington,
D.C. (Teachers also attended orientation
workeshopa on Wednesday and Thurs-
doy.)

Ori ics were d d to
boost teamwork, jump-start collective
morale and drive home the district'a mis-
sion and vision — to be a customer-driven
organization where all students are
cxpected to excel, Classes begin on Tues-
dny, Aug. 26.

“Its a bination of introd

He al k d that every employ-
ec contributes to the overall scheme and
that each pupil ia important.

About the former, Maxfield enid a bus
drivor once told him that “he teaches the
firat closs of the doy.”

To illuatrate the latter, Maxficld
picked up a two-inch thick computerized
printout of the district’a 12,0 d:

BY TiM Syrmd
HTAPY WRITER

Auguat 26 is sure to be a strange day
for Cari McLoughlin.

McLaughlin graduated from Farm-
ington High School in 1983, A little

more than four years lator, she's
ing to her alma mater. Only this

and dropped it to the floor. Ho then ran-
domly picked names and began telling
hypothetical stories. .
I told them it's about the kindergart-
ner coming to us with high expectations,”
Maxfield said. “It's about the third grad-
er who had a rocky experience. I try to
leave them with that message. That they
all count.” '
The final two days of teacher orienta-
tion, meanwhile, featured breakout ses-
siona about the latest in scholastic read-
ing materinls, defining the kind of teach-
ing career they want to achievo and what
can be expected on the first day of class.
es. They also toured various educational

peo-
ple to resources in the district,” Lobert
gaid, *. . .It's folks being in the same
boat as they begin this process,”

Assembling the program was Jorry
Fouchey, director of curriculum and
staff development, Orientations in the
past were held solely for teachers;.
this yoar's was extended to includo
those from other job classifications.

“What we really want to be able to
do is embrace all our new employces,”
Fouchcy said. “We're part of this
group that aspires to thia vision.”

Farmington echools is striving
toward a goal to become “the premier
school district” of the carly 21st cen-
tury.

Non-teachers participating in Tues-
day's orientation included bus
drivers, custodians and secretarics.
So did Susan Pacer, who was hired as
a media technician at O.E. Dunckel
Middle School,

And Pacer was impressed by it all.

*This whole morning has been abso-

at Far Haurrison High
School and the administration building.

lutely wanderful,” said Pacer, follow-
ing a luncheon where newcomers and
their immediate supervisora were
paired off, “I'm a Farmington resident
and a long-time volunteer in the
schools, on various committees. . .But
1 was able to sce it all from = differ-

of David

BTAYY PROTOS BY BXYAN MITCHIZL
District's gain: Theresa Walsh formerly taught in the

Chelsea Public School District and is one of 40 new
teachers to join Farmington schools. She is the wife
lalsh, 47th District Court administrator.

time, she'll be “on the other side” of the
claseroom. *

The prospect of working with some of
tho teachers who inapired her to go
into the field particularly excites
McLaughlin, who is among 41 now fac-
ulty mombers welcomed during last
week's orientation.

For McLaughlin, slated to teach 10th
grade English, her hiring enables her
to work side-by-side with her English
teacher ~ Gina Van Horn.

*That’s going to take a long time to
get used to,” anid McLaughlin about
being Van Horn's colleague, *We'll bo
in the same department.”

McLoughlin, & cheerleader during
hear Falcon days, has already stepped
back into Farmington High, as she

S return to w

H ‘It's welrd belng on the
other side.’
Cori McLaughlin
—new teacher and Farmington
High grad

readies for the 1997-98 school year,
She collected some materials to peruse
during her prep work.,

“It's weird being on the other side,”
said McLaughlin, 22, who carned her
tonching degree from Miami of Chio
University. “It's also weird calling
some of my old teachers by their first
names.”

But she also anticipates her return
to FHS being very rewarding, too.

“I feel very extremely fortunate to be
in a school district like Farmington,”
McLaughlin said. “I also feel fortunate
to give back to the high school, after
gaining 80 much from my educational
experience there.

“To be able to teach with the people

here they learned::

They'te . «.
back: Cori -+
;M'cLau h
in, right,
and Ig'iet
Kilner are, .
both new’ ..
teachers in
the district.
and were- "
both stu--
dents at |
Farming- |
ton High . .
& School. ..

that helped steer mo in tho dircctiod:
of education is something I feol fortuis
noto about.” coL
McLaughlin isn’t the only former;
district student coming back to teach.
Also among the newcomera is 24-
year-ald Kristin Kilner, She is getting
set to teach half-day kindergarten at
Wood Creek Elementary School. She
graduated from FHS in 1991, aftor
having attended clasases in the district!
since her grade school days.
“It feels at home,” said Kilner, who'
has less than two years experience 28 8.
aubstitute teacher in the district. “I'm
real excited to give of myself back to.
the district that gave so much to me!
during the years,” :
According to Kilner, the three-da;
ori jon b Tueaday-Thur:
day, mostly at Farmington Training:
Center, did even more to moke the new
tenchers feel welcomed. :
“It’s an excellent way to give us back-
ground about the district,” she aaid..
"And'it'a a grent way to start off the:
year. -l

Masked bandit robs fast-food restaurant

Once given the money,

A man wearing a ski mask,

entrance and ordered them to

dark clothes and gloves bran- lay down on the floor. believed to be around $700, the
dished o handgun and robbed a Onc employce told police the masked bandit fled on foot
fant-food restaurant in Farming- man shouted, “Get down, I want  through the west entrance.
ton Hilla around 10 p.m. Thurs- the money.” He is described as 6-feet-10
day, police reported. He then told two of them to go  inches tall and around 190
Three omployees ware near  into the walk-in cooler while he pounds.
the drive-through ares ot had the oasistant manager Employees weren't able to pro-
Wendy’s on 12 Mile Road when o empty three register drawers vide any more details about the
man entered through the west and open the sofe. suspect.
—
AGENDAS
Farmington Board of Edu- 7:30 p.m. Mondny, Aug. 18 request for property cast of
cation Agenda items include: Orchard Lake between 12 and 13
7:30 p.m. Tuesday W Proclamation and presenta-  Mole from RA-2 ta RA-L,
Lowis Scbulzm}?"Adminll- tion to the b{.o‘x"!h P M Consider request from
tration F """;'I.Bl Stoven 8chafer to consider mul-
489-3300 Cobras Bascball Team. tiple zoning for property east of
Agenda items include: " l:tmn?;nswn ;md szreu . Orclanlrd Lnéie, botween 12 and
tteo and roport on the implementation of 13 Mile roads.
ae::&:ﬂ?;;‘:éme;&v repre: Advanced Life Support Services .
" of Ci o in the Far Hills Fire B Consider appointments to
rvisor Dopartment. economic development corpora-
au:o Le 'uh.lﬁvo report from @ Public hearing on accep- tion.
Eri Ehiston of Oakland tance of Law Enforcement Block .
riun Whiston o Grant from the U.S, Dopartment B Consider nppointment to tho
Schools. " pdnto of Justice. 25th anniversary committee,
™ Special education update. " .
[ ] A‘;;cr‘vvul of clection work- 4 B Public hoaring on rezoning  Consider approval of amend-
request for north side of 12 Mile  rant 1o consent. Judgement for
ora. ) (30420 12 Mile), enst of Orchard  proparty nt the northweat corner
B Award of district bids for Lake from multiplo family resi-  of Grehard Lake and 11 Milo
music, computer, food. dontinl district to office service Road
2 MASB Board of Directors district. g
olection, W Consider a requeat from B Consider request to utilize
Farmington Hiils City hMeadow Acres H city facilities for tho Maccabi
Council Associntion to remove from the Gamesa from the Jowish Commu- Bimiagham .
City Hall, 4740113 tablo the association’s rezoning nity Center. . (248) 644-8900

Jacobson's
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(313) 5917696 {248) 651-6000

or not

En]oy cool summer nights
or crisp fall days with this
lightwelght V-nack tunlc
sweater. 100% acrylic.
Wedgwoaod, hunter,
cranberry, ivory or cocoa.
Mado In the USA.

Sizes S, M, L. $38.

Actlve Sportswear.




