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1997 GMC Sonoma: Even a 4-year-old can shift i

By Annc Fracassa
Avanti NewsFeatures

My 4-year-old daughter, Becea,
Icurnnd to shift n 6-speed manual
tr this week.
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Not from the driver's side, of course,
hut from the passenger scat of the 1997
GMC Sonoma extended cub pick-up
truck. No passenger airbag, so that
meant the kids could be in the front

Of course, my 5-year-old, Froncesca,
already learncd how to shift about a
year ago, so it was only natural that
Becea wanted to learn. She's so good at
it now that she anticipates and watch-
es me step on the clutch and shifts on
her own — without me saying “shift up,
shift down.”

Guess that tells you how casy it is to
shift the 5-speed Sonoma. Gotta tell
you, though, it kinda grinda on your
nerves when you're in a traffic jam.

In bright apple red metallic, the
Senoma is a beautiful truck. Styling is
really amart — not overwhelming, yet
up to date. The black stripc added a bit
of sportiness ta the truck. What I liked
best was the aggressive front. It looks
imposing and truly GMC, yet it's really
a gentle truck to drive.

Guess that's why a lot of Indies
choose the Sonoma. It's got the sporti-
ness and aggressiveness, yet the interi-
ar is plush and inviting.

Speaking of the interior, front
instrumentation is eyec-pleasing and
easy to understand, The stereo and
contrals (which are quite large) are up
high, so you don’t have to take your
eyes off the road for too lang,

I you choose an automatic trans-
mission over the manual, you'll be
pleased to find the shifter on the floor
this year, instead of the ateering col-
umn.

You want a strong truck, you've got
it with the Sonoma. It isn’t bogged
down by a 4-cylinder engine. The Seno-
ma's got the tried and true Vortec 4300
(4.3-liter) V6 cngine with 190 horse-
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The GMC Sonoma is a good compact truck. It's versatile, functional and durable. K

power. The standard engine is a 2.2-
liter 4-cylinder, but take my advice and
get the Vortee. Ita stronger and will
mect your nceds better, even if you
don’t plan on hauling your worldly
belongings on a weekly basis.

There are a lot of choicea — which
makes the Sonoma quite versatile and
almost customized for anyone —
inctuding a 2-door regular and extend-
ed cnb, a 2-door extended cab with a
third rear access door, o 6-foot or 7.3-
foot bed and wideside or sportside
design. The Sonoma is also available as
a 2-wheel- or 4-wheel-drive vehicle.

Guess how many Sonomas were sold
lost year: Just a hair shy of 54,000,

That's a lot of trucks being driven out
of New Jersey and Louisinna, where
the Sonoma in built.

There's a lot of new rtufl this year,
including a sport suspension option on
the extended cab, a better frame design
on the 2-wheei-drive models, a
rodcs:gnnd automatic transmission
that gives better fuel ecanomy, fuel sys-
tem improvements that lend to lower
evaporative emissions and o
redesigned keyless entry control fob,

Oh, and there are two new colors: A
fairway green and smoky caramel that
replaces radar purple and bright teal, T
really liked that purple, actunlly.

An option on the extended cab was a

third rear access door, which swings
out more than 100 degrees. It's really
convenient to load stuffl into the rea?
cab, but I'm not sure I can live withaut,
the left-side extra seat. If you'vc got
more than two passengers, you're sunky
Inside the door is a storage pocket.

The GMC Sonoma hns an ottractivi
MSRP: Just $14,714. But once you
start adding o fow options — ones tlmt
I think everyone wants — you're
adding about 6 grand in ne time.

Still, the standard list is decent:
Underbody spare tire carrier, double
wall pickup box, power stecring, powtr
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