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Fine time: Court and police
officials await the full
impact of the new fine
schedule./A3

Downtown lowdown: Farm-
ington Hills City Council
and others are surprised
by developer’s request for
downtown development
authority. /A18

Talented kid: A 9-year-old
Farmington Hills girl
sang her heart out in the
Big Apple to win a compe-
tition. /B

Soccer prevlews: Boys high
school soccer teams in
Farmington are full of
optimism as they prepare
for the 1997 season./CL

Divine salesman: Does
burying a statue of St.
Joseph help sell homes?
Many former homeowners
are believers./F1
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Oil drilling
fuels concern

BY VIVIAN DEGAIN
STAFF WRITER

Get-rich-quick from black gold like Jed
Clampett, in Farmington Hills?

0il derricks alurping up crude oil, right
next to sleepy residential neighborhoods
east of Hoggerty Rond between Eight and
Nine Mile Roads?

Both seem unlikely, but not 08 unlikely
as a television fantasy.

A natural gas and oil speculation ven-
ture, West Bay Exploration Company, of
Traverse City, has moved closer to begin
“angle-drilling” for fossil fuels in southwest
Farmington Hills, with a well head target-
¢d ncar the Meadowbrook Hills, Woods and
Forcsts subdivisions and an underground
pipeline system that leads to a storage
tank in Livonia.

A ding to city officials, the
has secured permits from state and envi-
r 1 ics to p. d, but still
needs the official appraval from the Farm-
ington Hills City Council before it so much
s seratches the ground.

‘While council members did not vote on
the agenda item Monday, thoy did estab-
lish a Public Hearing Nov, 17 regarding
West Bay'a approval, allowing time for
publie atudy session about the application.

Mayor Aldo Vagnozzi safd he has heard
plenty of opposition to oil from the local
h ners an dominjum owners
agaociations, but legally, the eity may not
have any recourase but to approve tho
requested natural resources righta.

“The thought of a oil well and oil drilling
right next to a heavily residential neigh-
horhood just doesn’t seem proper,”
Vagnozzi said, A
- Residents dislike the physical sight of
such conatruction and are concerned about
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It's about 6:30 of o Thuraday
evoning.

‘They're bringing in chairs, 76
or 80°of them, placing them
around a half-dozen or so large
round tables and a few small

nes.

They're folding napkins into
linen -tents” an putting one
between' the forks.and knife at
each seat. : !

In about an hour and a half,

Sound idea puts swing
back into Botsford Inn

this room, maybe the sizc of 2
three-car garage, but with much
better paneling, will stop being a
room and will become a passcn-
ger station on a trip to time sus-
pended. .
In this room, under its slim
heams beneath a ballroom where
Clarn and Heory Ford waltzed -
ncross a springboard dance floor,
a certnin kind of music will-lot
you choose an nge to be, n year to
livein. -

A certain kind of music the

All that jazz
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l\'lius‘!'i: makers: Bassist Dan Jordan, left, and Jack Brokensha on vibraphone,
sounds that recalls an clegant and storied musical iradition at the historic Botsford Inn in
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Plonsosco TAZZ, Az Al If

T

Keyed up: Pianist Matt Michaels
layed with jazz greats such as

ri.

roduce the

Good vibes: The
regular jazz nights
at the Botsfor
| Inn is attracting
patrons who enjoy
the timeless must-
cal journey provid-
ed by outfits like
the Jack Broken-
sha Quartet. Some
Jazz afcionadas
N have been listeners
for more than 40
years.
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Police
seize

PO N
plants

BY LARRY O’CONNOR
BTAFF WRITER

Farmington Hills police were investi-
gating a home burglary, but instead
found 94 marijuana plants growing in
the basement with a potential street
value of more than $100,000.

Farmington Hills police made the
discovery after being called to Cora
Strect, near Fink in the city’s south-
east part of thoe city, to investigate a
side door that had been left opened
Aug. 16. A room in the basement was
being used for harvesting marijuana
plants.

Police got a search warrant from
47th District Court Mogistrate Dennis
Phency and seized the plants and two
one-ounce bags of marijuana bags in o
freezer.,

A mature marijuana plant has an
estimated street value of $1,000-
$2,000, depending on the health of the
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Developer,
residents
urged to
talk it over

BY VIVIAN DEGAIN
- STAFF WRITER

In an unexpected turn Monday,
opposing sides of a proposed residentinl
development at Orchard Lake Rond
between 12 and 13 Mile Roads were
asked by the Farmington Hills City
Council to consider compromise before
going to court. N

Rep ives from the HighMead
ow Acres Homeowners Association, and
of Steven Schafer, Phoenix Land Devdls
opment, were rendered speechldsd
when City Manager Danicl Holibg
nsked for n moment to speak befora:tiie
two related items on the agenda Webe
addressed by council. LI

“Currently, the way things are going
with this zoning issue, we could end up
in a win-lose situntion where the only
answer is, I'll see you in court,” Hobbs
snid.

Suggesting both sides try working
with an objective third-party in an
“alternative dispute resolution,” Hobbs
snid the effort would pay off in money
saved and image.
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Teachers grasp spirit of their profession

Editor's note:
This is part of a
series on prepara-
tions for the upcom-
ing school year. On
Sunday, we'll give
readers o glimpse
. into the bus trans-

ortation depart-
ment's final tune up for 1997.98.

Now Farmington Public School Dis-
trict teachers aro looking at the end of
their carcers to figure out how to start

them.,
Last weck’s “Tcnchling with Heart
O

begin Tucsday.
“What we really want our new teach-
era to blish for th ) is o real

and Soul” worksh Y

David Blnke of Followship Luthcran
Chureh in Sterling Heights, provided
teachers such as Shawn Hemnton with
almost a Golden Rule created specifi-
cally for the classroom.

Hernton and other teachers joining
the staff wero trented to n mixture of
music and interactive dialogue,
designed to inspire them into being
almost cducational missionarics. They
yoon will have the chance to apply
Bloko's lesson; classes for 1997-98

commitment to their profession as
almost a calling,” said Judy White, the
district’s agsistant superintendent for
inatructional services. *. . .To reflect on
what it is they want to do over their
carcers to enhance the lives of chil-
dren.”

Blake played his guitar and sang as
he told the famous “Wizard of Oz"
atory. According to White, the minister
revenled *how each character in that
story nlready had the strength they

needed to be successful.”

He took the lesson and applied it to
the classroom setting. “It's bringing to
the forefront that every child has the
strength within to be successaful,”
White said,

At lenst one member of his audience
waas impressed with the session, held:at
the Farmington Training Center, "+

“I thought it was a very unique.way
of presenting that portion of the in-ser-
vice,” said Hernton, who comes ovoer
from the Detroit district to teach fourth
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‘One mean fiddler’ takes stage
The Farmington Area Philharmonic Symphony
kicka off its 1997-88 season with the music of violin
virtuoso Nigel Kennedy at 8 p.m. Friday, Aug, 29.
Britain’s “bad boy of classical music” will perform
the Beethoven Violin Concerto with the symphony
Scheh %)

in a prog that also includ by
Rimsky-Korsakov,

Farmi Aren Phill ic Music Diroctor
!('er‘u'n Ni Lano is icinating K v's only

PP in

“Nigel is one mean fiddler!" she said. *He's a flam-
boyant character and a passionats performer. If
you're expecting great music and a great show you
won't be disappointed.”

The show will take place in the Fuerst Auditorium
at Novi High School, 10 Mila and Taft Road.
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FARMINGTON FOCUS

Tickets nre available at all Ticketmnater outlets.
For program information, call the Farmington area
Phitharmonic at 248-478-2076.

Get well wishes
Farmi Observer C ity Life col i
Bev Cornell, who with her trusty dog, Bristol,
answers pet and wildlife questions, will be going on
hiatus soon. Bev is scheduled for surgery on Friday,
Aug. 22, at Willinm Boaumont Hospital in Royal

Oak, whore her pelvia will be removed.
Hor leg wos amputated 14 yenrs ago duo to bone

cancer but she has led an active life and is wel:
known in the i ity. In addition”
to writing her column, which nppears twice.a
month, she teaches swimming at the Farmington
Family YMCA, where she is on the board of direc-
tora, She is also an active wildlife rchabilitater
licensed by the state DNR. .

You ean send best wishes to Bev Cornell in care of
The Farmington Observer, 33411 Grand River,
Farmington MI 48335,

Fleger speaks

Attornoy and gubornatorial candidate Geoffroy
Ficger will be guest speaker at the Farmington
Democrat Club meeting 7:30 p.m. Wedneaday, Aug.
27, ot the Botsford Inn, Grand River Avenue, For
information, call Barry Brickner at 258-4930
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