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CONVERSATIONS

Umoja redefines
close working
relationship

ame weoks, Tanji Grant, the

hend of the administrative, ship-

ping, accounting and distribu-
tion departments ot Umojn Fine Arts
in Southfield goes unpaid - and does-
n't complain.

That's not saying she doesn't spesk
her mind. Her boss knows exactly
how she fecls and thinks.

For that matter, Tanji and the por-
gon who sha dofors to regarding
isaues of marketing and art typically
communicate in informal and inex-
plicable ways.

“We're Leo's,” they reapond eimulta-
neously when asked about how thoy
manage such a close porsonal and
business relationship.

Then, Tanji takes charge. “We both
want to control and we both think
alike”

In fact, Grant and her “boss” give &
wholo new meaning to close working
relationship. Thoy finish each ather’s
gentences. Gaze deeply at each other.

Artistic unity: Tanji and Ian
Grant,

And regularly talk about business
over breakfast, lunch and dinner.

When things are going well —
which is often these days ~ it's not
unusual to find them celebrating with
a snuggle hero, there and everywhere.

They've also been seen carrying an
with an after-hours anuggle.

Hmmm. Maybe it has something to
do with the meaning behind the word
“Umojn.” -

A family affair

Of course, when the lights go out at
Umoja, Grant refers to hor “boss” as
her spouse. And while sho profers to
teave business at the office, it's more
difficult for her effervescent hushand,
Ian, who cxudes a “can do” attitude
while updating a close-at-hand mar-
keting plan.

“Sometimes I tell him, Toave it
alone, Ian. I don't want to hear any
more,” snid Tanji, a former real estate
agent who sold her then-future hus-
band his first house when they both
lived in Philadelphia, i

Ian Grant, however, isn't one to
romain content.

In just threa years, the Grants of
Farmington Hills have built thoir art

business into

the largest pub-
e e | lishor and dis-
tributor of African. |  tributorof
Amerlean postors African-Ameri-
and prints can art in the
Where: Crosssaod Midwest,
Bullding, 16250 Their South-
Notthiand Drive, fiold gallery
Suite 104, South- filled with litho-
fleld; (248) 552- graphs, postera
1070/(800) 489 and 8 cl’uptunu
8701 is about 10 per-
cent of their
total inventory of moro than 160
imogos.

‘Tho strikingly colorful imagea
refleet o more positive interprotation
of African-American history than
what was originally recorded in
American History books.

In vivid detail, for instance, Dotroit
artist Ivan Stowart has croated o his-
torical series an the Buffalo Soldiera
who fought in the Civil War, and
*Flipper,” the first black West Paint

graduate.

In the fall, Umoja will reveal a now
um;loln on lélack x:uuum ?{h thn}}aluea
and legendary players of tho Negro
Baseball Lepguo. Already thore's a

domand for the work.
The h ‘_qon positive dopicti
Alr, A 1
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Located in anc of motro Detroit’s
most affluent suburba, the Birming-
ham Bloomfield Art Associntion is
commonly perceived as an exclusive
enclave for thaso with plenty of time
and money to take art clzsses and
contomplate aesthetics,

‘That “misperception” along with
status as the “beat kept secret in the
art community” is n}mut to changn

Y.
With the
imminent open-
ing of its $2.2

‘What: Blrming-
hom Bloomfold
Art Assoclation

| wmere: 1518 million expand-
South Cranbrook ed facility along
::W- Birming: South Cran-
m brook Road in
m.&j&t‘m& Birmingham,
oxpaation. .the BBAA is
Including new taking an
oxhibit space, unprecedented

step in ita 40-
year history to

* redefine iteelf,
Just in time for
fall torm.

As it does, the
toaching and
exhibiting orga-
nization hopes
to  heighten
awareness of
the role of art

“Tha Robinson
Gallory,” slx now
tenching studlos,
casting yord, out-
door classrcoms,
B student com-
mans, ond o 40
porcent Increoso
In class offerings
por term.

Fell tarm; Begins
Mondoy, Septem-
ber 15. To regls-

tor, coll (248) and.  creative
8440868 oxprossion in
g”“}""‘ up: ‘cmlh community life.
nniversary Colo-

bretlon, Friday r]“ ““?“fd“}d's
and Saturdoy, of public fund-
Oct, 47-18, foo- ing cuts to the
turing a setro- arts - whereby
opective art “progress” is too
exniblt curated often narrowly
by Serglo | defined in eco-
DeGiustl of Red- pomic terms,
foro,

that's hardly an
onsy task, Then
pgain, who'd expeet those in arts
oducation to settlo for pragmatic
challenges.

“Everyono has a crentive instinct
that needs to be doveloped,” aaid
Janet Torno, BBAA exccutive direc-
tor. *Funding cuts to the arts have

°

4>******** From local art

association
to regional
cuitural center

hurt many organizations. Somo
schoola aren't offering art clagses.
Yet students and evon busi
are finding that the ‘other side” (of
tho brain, the artistic side) needs to
be doveloped.” .
Helping students to develop “ero-
ative skills” may be its broad objec-
tive, but the BBAA haos built n solid
roputation for offering tho funda-
mentals in basic-to-advanced art
closses in drawing, pninting, ceram-
ics and papermaking, to name & few:
The classes are usually tavght by
somo of the most talented artists

and art teachers in tho area, includ--

ing inatructora from-tho Center for
Creative Studics, Oakland Universi-
ty and Wayne State University,
Teaching’at the BBAA has allowed
many artiets-teachers not formally
ngsociated with educational institu-
tions to supplement their income
whilo pursuing their own artistic
projects,

“In the past, we wore a place to
experiment, to sco what modium
you'd like,” said Torno. “But now, we
have more diversity of classes and
programs. Not only can students
learn to draw, but thoy can take
course on art appreciation and learn
to combino mediums.”

Priced betweon a community cal-
lege tuition rato and a community
recreation program, a typical BBAA
class cost about $200 for a 13-weck,
three-hour por class course. Rates
are lower for children's and less-
intensive clnsses.

“In our clasges, we have people
from different. sociocconomic levols
from all over tho tri-counties,” anid
Susnn Citrin, pust president of
BBAA, who played an active rolo in
raising money for the expansion,

*“Art is o great oqualizer,” sho said.

Work In progress: (Top photo) Weeks before fall term. begins,
the finishing touches are underway at the expanded BBAA.,
Janet Torno, BBAA executive director,
architectural advisor, in the student commons area.

and Stephen Whitney,
(Above)

A scale model of the completed four-phase BBAA expansion
blends enlarged studio and exhibit space with an onsite lec-
ture.hall where forums on art and culture will be held regu-

larly.

Autumn term begins Monday,
Sept. 15. Based on preliminary pre-
registration figures, Torno expects
mest classcs to be filled over the
next few weeks.

History . C

In the late 18508, a group of about
20 camo together to offer classes,
exhibit spaco and a leeture series.
The group, the Bloomfield Art Asso-
ciation, was largely composed of
members from the Birmingham
Saciety of Women Painters. The
association was formerly at a house
'rzext to;’ncohson‘a in downtown

“It's a great tool”

“Back then, we had more ambition .

than monoy," soid Jeanne Gardner, a
founding member.

In 1962, tho associntion.moved to

the Cranbrook Road facility, a for-

mer sowage treatment plant. Soon .
thereefter, the name was changed to -

the BBAA. Since then, they'vo been

lensing the property from the city .

for $1 o year.

“People used to say tl-'my'ro in an’
old sownge treatment plant,” safd

Citrin. “I look at the new space ond I
want to weop.” -
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Rebel with a bow: Reformed
bad-boy violinist Nigel

, does-
n't got in the way of cultural truths,

CREO 800 IONS, C2

Ke ;y is the featured guest
at the Farmington Area Phil-
harmonic’s opening season con-
cert,

BY FRANK PROVENZANO
BTAFF WRITER

Nixon and Kennedy will meet again, And

Boon,

The sequel not even Hollywood produc-
ers could have thought was possible will
sound much more melodic than stale politi-

cal rhotoric. Still doubtful?

Okay akeptics, meot Karen Nixon-Lanc,

the irroproesible music director and

foundor of the Farmington Area Philhar-

monic. .

In yot another showdown with the atufly traditionali f -
the clnssical music world, Nixgn-Lnr‘lo’nnc!‘ tho Q}Eilhnmnnic

‘What: Farmington Aren Pallhormon-
Ic's 1997-98 s3azon opening con-
cort fonturing British violin viety-
o080 Nige! Konnedy

‘Whon: 8 p.m. Friday, August 29
Whore: Fuarat Auditorlum ot Novl
High School

Tickats; $15-$40. Avallabip ot
Ticketmaster outlets and the Farm-
inglon Area {248)

in Europe, Kennedy’s performances fea-
tured the music of Bartok, Bach and Hen:
drix - aa in Jimi “Purple Haze/Are You
Exporicnced?” Hendrix, .'
The choico of Kennedy = who recorded
one of the biggest-selling classical albums’
of all-time - underacores Nixon-Lane's pas:
slonato cffort to reform the notion ofan "

4782075,

Ni Ki

have collared an intor
farm with the 70-member orchestra.

Reformed bad-boy violinist Nigel Kennedy will bo tho fea-
turcd guoest at this Friday's concert in Fuerst Auditorium at

Novi High School,

Flamboyant by even rock music standards, Kennedy ends
a five-year hiatus from the classicnl stage. Ho left proclaim-
ing to “never again play the music of dead compesers.”

Either Beothoven haa ricen from the dead, or the blazin!
Brit hos had a chango of heart. Kennedy is expected to per-
form Beothoven's “Violin Concerto” in his trademark frenct-

{e, take-no-prisoners stylo.

1 concert whero “fun and educa- ; *
tional” replaco “laborious and ncademic.”
If it's up to Nixon-Lane, the upcoming .

dy rematch will bo remembered as a symbol of, -
tho fledgling orchestra's spirit of rebellion. -

torer | Breakin’ the rules
Like the bunctious K dy, the Far Area
Philt ic docan’t apologize for brenking tho rules in tho

staid and convontional classical music world, The rule thoy
most vehemently target states that community orchestras
aro a rough asscmblage of students, part-timoe musicians
nnd musician wanna be's. “
“The problem is that wo're labeled a ‘community orchestra’
even though 76 percent of our members are union,and all -

-
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