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When traffic gets heavy,
relax with an audio book

If you're plan-
ning a long
~ drive to a vaca-
tion spot, or if
you're stuck in
gridlock due to
endless highway
construction
around town,
these audio
books can make
the experience
Heem not just
shorter but definitely more plea-
surable.

“Personal History,” written
aud read by Katharine Graham
(Rnndom House, $18, 3 hours).
From the time her parents first
met until the present day, Wash-
inpton Post chief Graham tukes
faxcinating and highly

spiring trip through her own
personal histery. Picture o won-
derful and highly articulate aunt
with an upper-crust background
whir's telting you riveting stories
abeut people she's met, the
places she's been, plus what it
all to)t like, and you have o geod
iden of Graham reading her best-
ling nutohiography.

u'll get an up-close look at
ham herself, of course, as
uphter, wife, mother, journal-
ist und histary-making chief of
the Past. which was acquired by
her multi-millionaire father
when the now 80-year-old author
was in her youth, You'll also get
some telling glimpses of such
notables ax editor Ben Bradlee,
reporters Bub Woodward and
Carl Bernstein, Lyndon Johnson,
John Kennedy, ex-attorney gen-
cral John Mitehel]l - all of them
bringing to life, though Gra-

VICTORIA
DIAZ

ham’s remembrances, the his-
toric palitical events of the '60s
and '70s.

The most dramatic facct of this
book, however, is Graham'a mov-
ing depiction of her often-trou-
bled marriage to Phil Graham,
who acquired (together with her)
the Post from the nuthor’s aging
father, Plogued with manic-
depression and involved with
another woman, he suffored a
number of public “breakdowns”
before taking his life at the fami-
ly home one afternoon as
Katharine napped in an bpstairs
bedroom.

What is especially inspiring is
that this ~ the most painful
moment in a long and full life -
maorks the time when Katharine
Graham agreed to toke the reing
of the paper, a job she apparent-
Iy has no idea she could ever do.

The rest, as we say, is history.

“Charles Kuralt's Summer,”
written and read by Charles
Kuralt (Simon & Schuster, $12,
1 hour). Maybe you're like me in
that I can never quite say if it's
Charles Kuralt's words that are
s0 impressive in themselves, or if
it’s the woy they sound when he
rends them in his good-old-boy,
mellifluous baritone.

Either way, this solection of
reports from his fondly remem-
bered “On the Road” TV seriea is
a delight. Go “tubing” along Wis-
consin's Apple River. Visit Mark
Twain’s birthplace, Hannibal,
Mo., on the Fourth of July. Drop
in at a deadly serious horseshoes
competition in the heart of
America on o summer's day.
There's a cornucopia of treats in
store for you on this tape.

Charles Kuralt not only will
open your oyes, but your cara
and (beat of all) your heart as
well.

“Angcl’s Ashes,” by Frank
McCourt (Simon & Schuster,
$24, 4 1/2 houra). After I finished
reading this superb memoir a
couple of months ago, I had a
thought: If we built shrines to
hooks, I would put tagether n
specml little place for “Angela's
Ashes.” Maybe I'll do it, anyway.

This absolutely remarkable
book, #et mostly in County Lim-
eorick, Ireland, during the '40s
and ‘50 is casily one of tho
finest booka I huve ever come
across. Writing of a childhood
that was poarer than poor (some-
times not just materinlly but
spiritually, too), McCourt takes
you dircctly into its gritty milicu:
“Worse than the ordinury miser-
able childhood is the miserable
Irish childheod, and wore yet is
the misernble Irish Catholic
childhood.”

But even with all that misery,
“Angela's Ashes™ is aporked with
hope and cnergized with sharp,
fresh humaor, In my lifetime, 1
have lnughed often and cried
some. Sometimes, 1 have
Inughed untit I've cried. But I
never thought it was possible to
literally lnugh and cry at the
same time, until I experience
“Angela’s Ashes.”

This story is like nothing clse
you have ever encountered. And
McCourt, it turns out, is nnljuat
the only one to write it, His
nudip version may convince you
he's the enly one to read it aloud
as well,

Drive safely.

| ‘The Ax’ takes nasty look
at corporate downsizing

Tho Ax
By Donald L, Westlake
(Mysterious Press, $23)

BY HUGH GALLAGHER
STAFF WINTER

This is a nasty hook. But then
it's about n nasty subject, and its
cold, machinelike tone is perfect-
Ty fitting.

Westluke in u writer known for
both his crime novels and his
wit, and this book is mordantly
funny with n decidedly Hitchcock
touch to it,

The hook's narrator has been
downsized from his job at a
pupermaking company. He is
middle-nged, middle manage-
ment cast aside by his Ionghme
employer with the usual “capi-
talism with o human face.” He's
been eased out with a small sev-
erunce, m(-nnm;;lcw Job 4 mlrnm-

fight the corporation, he decides
to kill his competition for a job at
another paper company, a job he
plons to open by killing the per-
son who has it.

Westloke's narrator tells us all
this with the cold, dispassionate
tonc of n human resources per-
san. He makes it all secm so Jogi-
cal, so fair. After all, this is war,
and he has his family to protect,
a family that is disintegrating in
the ways that many modern
families do.

Along the way Westlnkc.

time Reagan crushed the pir
traffic controllers union. He
finds himself in competition with
other downsized middle man-
agers, cach with a sad story of
his own,

It is the deadpan, nearly
remorseless account of horrific
events that sets this excellent
novel apart. Westlake manages
to capture the indifference of the
economic system in the tone of
his narrator, It is gruesomely
funny, as the narrator plays with
our usual beliefs n‘bout right and

through his murderer
offers some pungent commenmry
on business practices, business
“cthics” and Reaganomics.
Despite the healthy economy,
reol wages have actually gone
down, college educated former
middle managers are working in
lower paying jobs that don't use
their ired skills and many

ing” and sanet
ing.
Realizing it is impossible to

workers are terrified to demand
their fair share. Westlake's nar-
rator dotes all of this from the

BOOK HAPPENINGS

wrong. of how the
narrator handles his son's prob-
lems with the law is especinlly
interesting to anyone who's had
to deal with the legal system's
approach to young criminals.

This is a book that has already
found n wide audience. And
though it's set in Connecticut, it
should have a specinl resonance
for metro Detroiters who grapple
with these same questions.

Book Happenings features vari-
ous happenings at suburban
bookstores. Send news leads to
Hugh Gallaghcr, Obscrver &
Eccentric Newspapers, Inc.,
136251 Schoolcraft, Livonia, MI
48150, or fax them lu (313) 891
7279. .

BORDERS {ROCHESTER HILLS)
Grand Openlng celebration contine
ues gt the store 1122 South -~
Rochester Road; at Winchester |
Mall. 248-650-7179,

BORDERS (BIRMINGHAM)

Author and prlest Dr. Lorry
Ventline signs coples of new book
“Guardlan of Your Soul: A Class In
Acceptance.” 7:30 p.m. Tuesday,
Aug, 26 ; Dr, Carlyle Flelding
Stewart, minister of Hopa Unlted
Methodist Church In Southfield, |
will discuss and sign coples of his
Banks, “Joy Songs and Trumpet
8lasis,” “Soul Survivors: An
Afrlcan "

down and finally a triumphant
recovery, 7:30 p.m. Saturday,
Sept. 6: a plrate party and story-
timo is planned with Cappy Balns
1 p.m. Sunday,Aug. 24; Hercules
Storytime 11 a.m. Saturday, Aug,
30: Book discusslon: Sasah
Deflon leads talk on “Mutant
Message Down Under,” the
account of an American doctor's

short historles of 365 saints, 3-4
p.m. Sunday, Aug. 24, at the
store, 313 South State Street,
Ann Arbor. {313}662-7407 or
(800)490-7023. :

SOUTHFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY
Dr. Charles K. Hyde wlll lecture
on *The History of Greot Lakes

and L

walkabout experlence in Australia
7 p.m, Monday, Aug. 25 at the
store, 31150 Southfield Road,
Blrmingham. (810)644-1515.

BARNES AND NOBLE BOOK-

SELLERS (WEST BLOOMFIELD)
“ Miss Bingergerten Gets Ready
for Kindergarten” is tho storytime
story 10 o.m. Mondaoy, Aug. 25,
and 7 p.m. Aug. 26; Mystery
Reading Club reviews Jomes
Grippondo’s legal thritler "The
Pardon,” 7:30 p.m, Wednesday,
Aug. 27; Senior Women's
Breakfast Club discusses Emily
Dickinson with English professar

and “How Long Will You lep
7:30 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 28;
Gillian Helfgott discusses and
signs coples of book “Love You to
Bits & Picces,” the trua story
that inspired the movie *Shine,”
Her husband, Australlan planlst
David Hetfgott, went through
childhood as o musleal prodigy,
then a tormeating mental break-

Jane Aug. 28
(10:30 untli noon) at the store,
6800 Or¢hard Lake Road, West
Bloomfield, {810) 626-6804,

SHAMAN DRUM

Robornt Elisberg, son of Danle!
Etisberg {Pentagon Papers) wll)
sign coples of "All Saints: Daity.
Reficctions on Saints, Prophets,
and Witnesses for our Time,”

Keepcrs Sept. 16, 6:30 to 8:30
p.m. {fee for admisslon, deor
prizes}. He wlll also sign coples of
his tatest book “The Northern
Lights: Lighthouses of the Upper
Great Lakes”™ ot the llbrary,
Southfield Clvic Center, 26000
Evergreen Road, (810)948-0481,

MURDER, MYSTERY & MAYHEM
R. Barry Flowers wlit sign his true
crime poperback *The Sox Slave
Murders,” 3-5 p.m. Sundoy Aug.
24 ot the store 35167 Grand
River, Farmington, M) 48335.
248-471-7210,

UM COLLECTIONS LIBRARY
“Glimpses Into tho Warks of
Schubert, Mendelssehn and
Brahms,” exhibition of first and
eatly editions from thelr works,
contlaues through Sept. 20
(Monday through Friday 10 a.m.
until 5 p.m., Saturday 10 a.m,
until noon) at Harian Hatcher
Grad Library seventh floor.
(313)764.9377, .



