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Art Center finds busmesses for artists to exh1b1

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
STAFF WAITER

Patrons of Ann Arbor busi-
nesues and cafos are enjoying
pleasant and intriguing art
worka while drinking their
morning coffee, shopping for fur-
niture, or picking up a sandwich
for lunch,

The Ann Arbor Art Center's
innovative ofl-site exhibition pro-
gram provides nine different
venues for Michigan artists such
as Susan Heitman, Plymouth
and Bruce Janda, Livonia to dis-
play work in Ann Arbor. The
exhibits ereote a valuable con-
nection between the community
and artists incrensing apprecin-
tion, public awarencas and sup-
port of the visuol arta.

“The goal is te support local
and emerging artists in our
aren,” snid Sharon Currey, Ann
Arbor Art Center gallery dirce-
tor. “But in return the business-
es have an cnhanced atmo-
sphere.”

. Currey took over the director
position in March with the idea
of expanding the off-site exhibi-
tion program begun in 1993. She
immediately went looking for
businesses with good lighting, n
high trafTic area, and an appro-
printe atmosphere for disploying

art.
' The newest venue, Workbench

Painter finds inspiration in nature when camping up north -

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
BTAF? WRITER

Jim Isakson’s love for camping
and nature shows in paintings
on exhibit at Espresso Royale
Cafe in Ann Arbor. A 32-year-old
Canton artist, Isakson strives to
instill an apprecintion for Moth-
er Earth in viewers by connect-
ing dots of color in the Pointil-
liam style of French Post-Impres-
sionist Georges Seurat. His exhi-
bition is part of an off-site pro-
gram prescnted by the Ann
Arbor Art Center ot nine differ-
ent venues around the city,

“In nature, there's s0 much
diversity and mystery conveyed
to me that provokes me an an

. artist to paint what we take for
sranted,” snid Isakson, a Center

Off-gite exhibition program

What: The Ann Arbor Art Center
warks with nine businesses and eafes
10 present the worka of local nrtists
10 the public.

Herv'a o guide to exhibita at sever-
al of the sites:

W Espresso Royale Cafe, 324 Stato
Street, thraugh Wednesduy, Sept. 24,
Micholle Hegyi, Ann Arbor, crentes
acrylic palntings and computer gen-
crated warks; through Wednesday,
Oct. 22, Christopher Light, Kalama-
oo, digitally edited photographs of
flowers.

B Espresso Royale Cafe, 840
Packard, Wednesday, Sopt. 10 to
Wednesdny, Nov. 5, Jod! Rockwe)),
Ann Arbar, anthropomorphie ceramie
and mixed media wall sculpture,

W Espresso Royale Cafe, 214 S.
Main Street, Wednesday, Sept, 17 to
Wednesday, Nov. 12, Nancy Pennell
of Durand, contemporary prints.

W Amer's Delicatessen, 312 8,

Btate, through Tuesday, Sopt. 2,
Susan Heltman, Plymauth, large
scale impreaxionlstic portralts; Tues-
duy, Scpt. 2 to Thursday, Oct. 2,
Bruce Janda, Livonia, color pho.
tographs of Central Europe.

W Workbench Contemporary Fur-
nlture, 410 N. Fourth Avonue, open-
ing Sept. 15, Amnnda Miller, Ann
Arbar, colorful norrative paintings
reforring to childhood, artiat ¢alk 7
p.m. Wedncaday, Sept. 24.

® Michigan Heast & Vascular
Inatitute, St. Joseph Merey Hoapital
Camplex, 5328 Elllat Drive, Thurs-
day, Oct. 30 to Friday, Dec. 19, Con-
ton artist Connle Lucas, colorful
gouache technique creating abetract
end figurative images,

8 Travis Painte Cauntry Club,
2820 Travis Pointe Road, through
Saturday, Oct. 4, Ann Arbor Women
Painters.

B Oasia Hot Tub Gardens, 2301 S,
Btate Street, through Wodnesday,
Oct. 15, Theresn Sproule, Ann Arbor,
nbatract and figurative lithography.

Contomporary Furniture will
show “Twisted Fables,” a serice
of colorful narrative paintings
that refor to the childhood of
Ann Arbor artist Amanda Miller,
The show apens Monday, Sopt.
15, with a fresh twist, Work-

want to project that there's a lot
more to nature than meets tho
ecye. Nature ia about reality,
mystery and spirituality. It'a
rhythms, patterns and colors all
have a meaning.”

Isakson carefully and system-
atically orgonizes the serics of
dots into pictorinl order thereby
introducing life and rhythmic
movement in the painting.

“In my paintings I like to cre-
ate a strong visunl rhythm as if
the work were alive in the sense
of being one organism.” said

ankson. “The shapes interact
with one another creating a kind
of cause and effect. I like to
think of a subject as if it were
alive and to have an area thut is
T but also i

1 as well.”

for Creative Studies

ART BEAT

GELEBMTE :AICH IGAN ARTISTS ON

The ant. Creek Center for the
Arts (PCCA) will hold n gala
reeeption 7 p.m. Saturday, Aug.
30 for. the apening of its annual
“Celebrate Michigan Artists™
oompemmn

« This year's first-place winner
is Carale Zok of Rochester. The
competition was Juried hy Elona

bonch will {onture !nlka by
artists on nst W

umm ns they atund in front of
their work,” said Currey. “The
talke give insight as to what
makea the artist tick.”

Workbench manager Dawn
Nadeau came up with the idea
for the artist talks, She describes
hersclf as “very interested in art
but by no means a connoisseur,

“I think, it's important when
you're putting up an off-site
exhibit to have someonc who
knows about art,* said Nadeau.
“Wc'ro in the furniture business
ond can't really tell people about
the art.”

The off-site program allows
Waorkbench to support the sur-
rounding community and a large
pool of talented artiats in tho
area, In addition, the store pro-
vides a perfect environment to
show customer's the stylish look
possible when coordinating
Workbench's living and dining
roam scts with art.

“We have the walla that can be
filled, so why not team up and
help each other out,* said
Nadeau.

This is the second off-site
exhibit for Susan Heitman of
Plymouth who is showing

i porlrmtu combin-

every other Month b

with Miller Wedncsday, Sept.

':lt’! a unique sort of idea
because people can listen to the

Isakson’s firat one man show
at Clique Gallery in Royal Oak
included tho acrylic “North Fire,”
a painting capturing the color
and movement of & roaring
campfire. Viewers of this sccond
one-man show at the cafo should
atep back to sce the eatire
image, only then is it possible to
decipher the howling coyote,
moosa and snake hidden in the
flames,

In *Fossiland” Jsakson depicts
the sun’a cnergy and ita relation-
ship with the earth over time,
The flowing and curving land-
scape is a metaphor for the sun's
radinting power, the dinosaur
fossil & symbol of the ancient
carth, “Spirit Beast” shows o
dead animal decomposing and
becoming o part of the carth as

Jeruc of Bloomfield Hnlls, creat-
cd “Insccts Inside.” The picce
will be framed and exhibited at
the Royal Oak gallery through
August,

80 WHAT'S IT WORTH
The Southficld Ccntro for the

tion and past president for the
state chapter of the Internation-
al Society of Appraisers.

The five-part seriea will cover:
jewelry and

ing an
through Tucnduy, Scpt 2, nl.
Amer’s Dolicatessen,

Heitman, whe received bache-
lor's and moster’s degrees in art

blue ghost-like shapes Moot off
from the head.

“Nature entertaine me but it
alio makes me think about its
diversity and the role it plays,”
said Isakson. “As human beings
we depend on it and are part of
it for our own survival.”

¥sokaon works as s grophic
designer during the day, His
nights are limited to painting
three dimensional illusion in o
two dimensional format.

“My objective is for the viewer
to interact with the painting,”
said Isakson, *I striva to project
a kind of static energy wherae
dota and color relay the shapes
and forms in a profound way.”

Viaits to his parents’ home on
Lake Superior's Keweenaw
Peninsula provides plt:nty of

ingham and Troy. For a complete
listing, of departure sites, call
(313) 833-7900.

fumituro; art, pointinga and
prints; antique to

anelry. and, silver nnd :hinn
at Southfi

Arté is offering a fi
program to learn more about
artand

of the Arts, 24350 Southfield
hiield; (248) 424-8042,

Van Gent,
dcpnnment of art nnd design nt
Grand Valley State University.

- The 11th annual exhibit is
sponaored by Balian Eye Center,
First of America and Oakland
Printing Cumpnn

PCCA is loeated at 407 Pine
Strnnt, Rochester; (248) 851-
4110,

ANQELIC PRESERVATION

. “Tobins and Three
Archangels,” a 16th-century
altarpiece by Florence artist
Neri di Bicei, is the centerpiece

- -of the Detroit Institute of Art's

new exhibit, “A Renaissance
Altarpiece Preserved: Tech-
niques and Conservation.”

Tho altarpicce has been off
view for five years undergoing
critical examination and treat-
ment in the DIA’s conscrvation
sorvices lab.

The exhibit includes color pho-
tographs illustrating the conser-
vation treatment, and mock-up
pancls demonstrating the artist's
techniques.

“Tobias Three Archangels” is a
aix-feet by six-feet wooden panel
crented by Neri in 1471 for the
Chureh of Santo Spirito in Flo-
rence, Italy. The work demon-
strates the artist’s mastery of
paint, glazes, gold and silver
leaf, nnd is considered one of
Neri’s moat opulent nltarpicces.

Tho exhibit runs through Jan-
uary 4 in Gallery W104. 5200
Woodward Avenuo, Detroit;
(313) 833-7900.

GUAOY 000D!

. Roeper student Ben Jeruo, a
fourth grndcr at Roeper School
wns one of aix prize winners in
Clique Gallery’s "All Bug All
Medin” exhibit. )

‘Jorue, son of Roy and Terri

The program is intended to
help students identify the value
of those items tucked away in
attics, busements or picked up at
an auction or garage sale.

Beginning on Tucaday, Sept. 9,
the course will be held on five
cnnsccuhvc Tucsdays, 7 p.m.-9

Inntructnrs Frank Boos and
James Krol bring a lifetime of
experience to the program, Boos
wos the first US agent for Lon-
don’s Christic’s Gallery. Krol is 2
former regional governor of the
Accredited G

BUS RIDE TO EAYPT

The Detroit Institute of Arts
offers round trip deluxe motor
conch sorvice from ten metro
Detroit locations to the “Splen-
dors of Ancient Egypt” exhibit at
tho museum.

Regularly achedule motor
coaches depart for the DIA at 8
am, and 11 a.m, Ticketa can be
purchased in advance at the
location,

The art express departs from
Borders Books in Novi, Ann
Arbor, Farmi Hills, Birm-

A Deluxe Hotel located in the heart of the §
Magnificent Mile, nestled between
The John Hancock Center and
Water Tower Place
at 200 E, Chestnut

Chicago’s Premier address
From $129
Reservations 1-800-800-6261

200 E. Chestnut St., Chlmgu, IL 60611
3127878900  Fax 312-988-4438

antique FIND HOME I
ROCHESTER
The Ei er Dance
i Centre Enaemble (I;J,DE) hos movcd from
ontiac to R

Hilla on West Hamlin Road.
An cexpanded facility will atlow
more reom for rehearsal, storage

from Eaatern Michigan Universi-
ty, firat learned of the off-site
program after showing work in
the Ann Arbor Art Center's Art-
ful Home last year. She has also
cxhibited at the Detroit Artiatd
Market and Ella Sharp Museum
in Jackson. Two of the art works

um only about five years ago. Hu‘
has shown work at tho\
Czech/Slovak Festival in Wynn-\
dotte and at another Ann Arbor\
Art Center off-site location Imit\
spring. Tho exhibition program}
enables Jandn to r‘cuch a Inrgln‘,‘

on display at the deli

di with his g

were recently juried into the Our
Town exhibition to be held
Wednesday, Oct. 15, through
Sunday, Oct. 19, at The Commu-
nity House in Birmingham,

“The off-site program allowa
mae to got my art out there, so
people can see it,” said Heitman,
*I feel the more people see my
art work, they'll begin to recog-
nize it.”

Bruce Janda, a Livonia pho-
tographer, follows Heitman's
exhibit with images of architec-
ture, landscape and daily life in
Prague, tho 1,000-year-old eapi-
tal of the Czech Republic and
Bohemm. one of two pruvmces

“For yecars, I'd ‘been showm
my work to friecnds nnd associ-y
ates and they said why don't you}
exhibit your work,” uaid Janda,
marketing npucmlmt for qud
Motar Co, customer services'ifn
the Detroit Renaissance Centor.
“But what really influenced nio!
to exhibit was when a friend saw
my photographs and said,sho
almost wept.”

The Ann Arbor Art Center,
Michigan's third oldest center for,
the arts, exhibits artist at the
conter as well as off-site.
Through Aug. 31, artists Shawn;
Skobelund and Valerie Mong!
examine the |mpnc|. nl'mduntnaly
and tect

comprising the Czech R«
The color photographs tell the
story of Janda's heritage.

“I have a deep love of history
and genealogy and traced my
roots back to Bohemia,” snid
Janda, “Since 1994 I've made
four trips there and hope to whow
the beauty of this histerical land
through my photography.”

Janda became interested in
phatography in his 208 but

subject matter. When necessary,
Isakson uses local resources ta
capture the beauty of nature. He
recently spent several hours ot
Maybury State Park in
Northville photographing drag-
onflies for his next painting.

“My inspiration comea from
the great outdoors, just nature
itself,” said Isakson. “I like
camping out in a tent without
clectricity, lighting a compfire, It
inspires me to paint. I bring a
camera 80 when I'm hiking out
in the woods if I sce something o
photo preserves it to paint later.”

Isakson exhibited in “The Art
of the Garden” at the University
of Michigan's Matthaei Botanical
Gardens and Canton Project
Arts Fine Arts Exhibition before
diaplaying work at Espresso

and classes. Additional offerings
will include a professional track
contemporary donce program, a
profcsgional track ballet pro-
gram and a children’s perform-
ing company.

EDE Center for Dance will
hold its Grand Opening, Sept. 2-
6. The center's fall seasion runs
for 15 weeks, Sept, 2-Dee, 12,

For information, call EDE at
(248) 852-5850.

on agrarinn communities in the.
exhibition “Just Corn.”

Artists interested in nhowmg\
work at off-site locations in Ann;
Arbor should contnct Sharon;
Currey at the Ann Arbor Arti
Center, (313) 994-8004, Exi y

22,

“We're looking for artists thnL-
show a lot of potential nnd-
promise,” said Currey,

Royale Cafe 1I. Isakson}
approached the Ann Arbor Art)
Center about exhibiting in tha
off-site program because ha
thought showing in an intellecy
tually stimulated environmenty
would draw a more npprecmtwu
crowd.

“I like Ann Arbor,” said !unk-\
son. “It's very culturally divorse!
and bnsed ¢n the University ‘?
Michigan. There arc people whox
have an interest in science andi
the arts. And as far the location,y
The Espresso Royale Cafe is a}
real interesting environment !o\
exhibit,

“The good lhmg about showmp,.
in a coffec house is the different;
kind of €XpoBUTE. More pcuple'
sec my art than just thase walk-
inginto a gallery.”
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