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lone. Stallone? You ask, noting
the obvious false note in what
could be n dream cost for the

BY JOHN MONAGHAN
SPECIAL WRITER

Keitel. DeNiro. Liotta, Stal-

next Mortin Scoracse project.
The movie is “Cop Land” and
much of the press has focused on
how Sylvester Stallonc dropped
the mus:lc tone nnd gained a
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1 beer belly to play a
small-town Jersey sheriff. Of
course, there’s always been pain
and passion beneath thoac
droopy cycs, but we haven't real-
ly seen it much since the original
“Rocky” two decades ago,

Garrison, New Jersey, is
across the niver from New York
City. Moat cops in New York
have to live within its limits, but
by pulling time with the Transit
Authority, they can reside in the
quiet working closs neighbor-
hoods ncross the George Wash-
ington Bridge.

We see Stallone’s Freddy in
the opening scenes hunched over
an empty glass at the Four Aces,
Garrison's official “blue” bar
where only off-duty police con-
gregate. He stumbles out the
back deor and opens a parking
meter for more drinking money,
pretty amall potatoes compared
to what goes on around him.

You see, while Freddy is offi-
cially the sheriff, Garrison is
really run by Ray (Hnrvcy Keit-
cl), a corrupt officer with mob
connections, When Ray's nephew
{(Michael Rapaport) shoots a pair
of black kids because he thinks
he saw a gun, it's up to Ray to
cover at all costs and with no
interference from Freddy,

Freddy, whose bad car has
kept him out of the NYPD,
begins to question his role in the
town. Should he look the other

MILAXAT FILICVEAM
Drama: Robert De Niro and Sylvester Stallone in a scene from James Mangold'’s

“Cop Land.”

way, as he'a been doing all these
yeara, or bring this rampant cor-
ruption to light?

The question is hardly a new
one, especinlly in Westorns,
which “Cop Land” resembles far
more than your average TV cop
show. You moy even think you're
watching “Rio Bravo” when Ray
Liotta appears in the Dean Mar-
tin role as a drug addict cop who
pnls around with Freddy and
elicits both our sympathy and
scorn,

Robert DeNiro rounds out the
cast os an internal affairs inves-
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tigator who encourages Freddy

to do the right thing, but, like so
many of hia rolea in the last
decade, it's little more than a
walk-on. DoNiro does share a
fow seconds of screen time with
Koitel o8 the two former acnde-
my mates meet in a convenience
store and recall what is was like,
“back in the day.”

For me, the best thing about
“Cop Land” is that you're not
reminded conatantly of Quentin
Tarantino, from whose atyle
young dircctors too easily crib.
Writer/ director James Mangold
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{“Hoavy”) croatea dialoguo both
atylized and cluvnr, yet it sounds
liko it’a coming from real pED~
ple's moutha.

1f Mangold's movie can be erit-
icized for enything, it's overplot-
ting. While it clocks in ot well
under two hours, “Cop Land" has
enough aubplots and vivid chors
acters for four movies; not bad, [
suppose, in a summer where
most filmmakers are barely able
to scrape up enough material for
one.

John Monaghan welcomrs
your calls and commenis. To
leave John a voice mail message,
dial (313) 953-2047 on a touch-
tone phone, mailbox 1866.

COMING :
ATTRACTIONS.

Scheduled to open Wednesday, Aug. 27
"HOODLUM"

Harlem of the 19303 Is setting for wur

between two gangsters over the num:

bers racket, Stars Laurence Fishburne,

Vanessa Willlams, Andy Gorcla and Tim,

Rath,

Scheduled to open Fridsy, Aug. 29 > ©
“CARLIR QIR1s" oo
A Dotrolt Institute of Arts exclusive, the -
flm follows the careers of two womed in
London a8 they oncountor a number of ~
old collegs friends 15 yoars after leav-. -
Ing the university.

“EXCESS BAOQAGE"

An emotionally neglected rich gl o> -
stages her own kldnapping In an -
attempt to get attention. Whenthe
scheme boackflies she must go onthe |
run, Stars Allcia Sliverstone, Nicholoa
Turturro, and Harry Connick Jr. °

“KULL THE CONQUIROR™ -
Film based on comic book, whose (esd <
character, through twists of fata, tlses from
ranks of soldier/sloves 1o become king. - -
Stars Includa Harvey Fiensteln and Tia
Cartere.

"PAPIRBACK ROMANCT™

A stapstick action film about a comic *
love tdangle.

“TEXAS CHAINSAW MASSACRE: THE HW
GENERATION®

Yoa, tho family [s back and lts very bad *
news for a corload of kids from a umov
prom,

Schaduled to open Friday, Sept. 5~
“THE FULL MONTY" .
Strapped for ¢ash, sad insplred by a

visit from the Chippendsles dancera tq.. .
thelr town, slx aut-ofwork stesiwatkers
try to tum things around by forming an
unlikely oct. Stars Robert Carlyle, Mark ~

“PIRS DOWN BELOW™ .
An EPA agent goes underground to dis:”
cover who is behind the dumping of .
fethal chemicals In 8a abandoned mine,
shait and becomes emotlonally lnvolyed ™
with the townspeople who are belng
endangerad, : ‘L

Scheduled to open Friday, Sept. 19

"LA CONFIDENTIAL" .
Theee LAPD officers become unnmely
entangted In 8 web of Intrigue and
decalt that threatens 1o destroy them,
Set In the early 1950s. Stara Kevin
Spacey, basad on novel by James Ellrdy.”"

“WISHMASTER®

Folkiore says flnd @ [amp and rub it mnd’
a ganle appaars to grant throe wishes,
‘This Is Wes Craven's take on the story.
he real genle usurps the wotld for him-
sell. v

“THE KDOK™ X
Psychotoglcel thrifier about two man
who must rely on esch othar to survive,
whan thelr plano crashas In the remots,
Alaskan wlldernoss, white confronting
their Increasing and equalty dangerous .
personality conflicts. Stazs Anthony ~°+
Hopiins, Alec Baldwin,

Scﬂmulod to opan Friday Sept, 26

A young man nmulanu keop his
embattied Chicago family together af
thair matriaroh becomes iil. Stare
Vanesaa Willioms, K
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