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Fee hikes not afféctiﬁg natlonal park atterli‘-déﬁce

BY B, JosE¥ HEBERT
;psomm PRESS WIITER

ISHENANDOAH NATIONAL
PARK, Va. (AP) .. On o porfoct
Auguat doy, $10 bouxht James
Raberteon, his wife and two
gfondchildron a breathtaking
view across tho Blue Ridge
mqunmlnn,

P

National Park in Arizona is up
156 porcent thia year. A 13-per-
cent incroase was rocorded at
tho'Budlands National Park in
Socuth Dokotn. Tho foes at both
parks ' roso from $2 last year to
86 this yenr for individunls nnd
from $5 to $10 for a car carrying
two or mum people,

n ¥ state, the $10

~The rotis
Trom Victoria, Va., didn't mind
that the fee was double the $5
charged last year to enter the
105-mile Skylino Drive’ in
Shenandoah National Park.

“I don't poy ottention to that
little $10 thing,” ho snid as his
grandchildren, ages 6 and 8,
berambled up a jagged rock for a
Mtwr vantaga point.,

Others, it scems, share his
vlew. Despite the doublmg of
entry fees in many national
parka, the number of visitors to
the 374 federal parks, monu-
ments and historic sites during
the first half of the yoar is up
nearly 5 percent over last year.

Tim Stone, feo program man-
sgor for the National Park Ser-
vioe, said more than 112 million
prople visited national parks
this year through June, an
increase of 5.3 million over the
samo poriod last year, The fig-
ures includo visitors to more
than 200 free sites, but some of

fee pcr car hasn't slowed the flow
of visitora to Olympic National
ark,

Tho eprawling park on the
Olympic Peninaula has been vis.
ited by an estimated 2.1 million
people through June, up 40 por-
cent from 1.5 million during the
samo period last year. Exact fig-
ures aren’t available because
soveral traffic counters arc bro-
kon, said Karin Measares, an
officinl in tho Park Sorvice's Port
Angeles office.

Mount Rainier National Park
has seen attendance drop nearly
17 porcent this year, with
363,819 visitors in 1997 versus
436,425 during the first half of
last yoar.

But park spokeswomen Donna
Rahier says the decline of visi-
tors to the 14,410-foot volcano
probably is affected more by
unusually heavy snowfall and
lnte rond-openings than the new
cntmnm fees.

tho biggest jumps in d
4rb at parka where fees have
risen,

d the higher
fuoa. curmnrkmg much of the
monoy for park repairs and

»For le, tho ber of
viditors at the Potrified Forest

Attendanco is down at three of

GREAT ESCAPES

~Great Escapes features various

travel news items., Send news
leads to Hugh Gallagher, assia-
tant managing editor, Qbserver
& Eccentric Newspapers Inc.,
36251 Schaoleraft, Livonia, MI
48150, or fax them to {313) 591-
7279.

SEATTLE ARTS FEST

Labor Day weekend ia the time
for Seattle’a giant Arta Festival,
Bumbershoot, held at tho Seattle
Center. The fostivala features
mg¥e than 25 indoor and outdoor
stages, exhibit halls and perfor-
mance sites, showcasing music,
literary arts, dance, all visual
arts, theater, comedy, film, kids
performances and the trademark
{est spectacles, Koy commitment
for-the festival is to regionsl tal-
ent from the Northwest. Call 1-
206-281-8111,

FALL IN BOYNE COUNTRY

Cyclista can ride through the
tunnel of trees along M-119 dur-
ing tho annual shoreline bike
todr Soturday, Scpt. 8, with
starting point at the Birchwood
Inn, Harbor Springs. A fee
includes refreshments, a borbe.
cuo and pool party. Cail 1-800-
530-8955.

Another Boyne Country event
ia the Taste of Harbor Springs
Sept. 20 at the city’s waterfront.
Taste of Harbor Springs show-
cases many area restaurants,
n¥icrobrewries and wineries, Call
1-816-526-79989,

From mid-September through
mid-October is peak fall color
timo in Boyne. Call 1-800-845-
2828 for free information on fall
color tours,

BACKPACKING CLASSES
‘The School of Qutdoor Leader-
sh‘f Adventure and Recreation
1 offor n backpacking clasa
(5:46 to 8:45 pm.) on five succes-
sive Wednosdays beginning on
Sopt. 8. An overnight trip to
Pinckney Recreation Area is set
fur Sept, 20-21; a Picture Rocks
trip will be held Oct. 3-5. Classes
are in Farmington; call Carol
MeCririe at l>810 229.5232.

GRAND JAZZ FEST

The Grand Hotel on Mackinac
Island will salute American
workors and jazz lovors allke
with a spectacular lineup of
nationally renown jazz groats
during its 10th annual Labor
Day Jazz Festival Friday, Aug.
29, through Monday, Scpt. 1.
Fuuturcd aro, the Phil Woods
Quintot on Friday, Aug. 29;
Boots Rendolph and John
Boutto and Juanita Brooks on
Saturday, Aug. 30;'and Pote
Fountain on Sunday, Aug. 31.
For reacrvationa or more infor-
mation, call 1-800-33-GRAND
( 1-800'334‘7253)

SWISS EXPERT

Travel agent Lona Gordon of
Lana Gordon Travels in Farm-
ington Hills recontly returnsd
from a trip to Switzerland whero

she completed the Switzorland
Network educational program to
become an export in Swiss trav-
el.

the best-known nnd most expen-
sivo scenic porks in the West
Yosemita (13 porcent), Yellow-
stone (6 porcent) and the Grand
Canyon (3 percent), But Park
Service officials say the dropoff
is due to a decroase in foreign
visitors, not the fees, which
jumped from $10 to $20 per car-
load.

Stone explained that travel
agents and Europenn tour opera-
tors, who make arrangements
six months in advance, wore
reluctant to book customers at
Yosemito because of lnst winter's
flooda, About 16 percent of the
276 million park visitora annual-
1y are foreigners, according to
the Park Service.

Attendance was also hurt
because flooding closed the park
for more than two months at tho
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beginning of the year, although
that happened when the number

" of visitora ia traditionally low

because of the weather,

Stone said he thinks the
sovere winter may have held
down advance bookinga at Yal-
lowstono as well.

“Fees aren't going to affect vis-
itation at destination parks,”
Stone aaid. “If you're going to a
national park, a handful of dol-
lars {s not going to affect your
visit”

Gary Machlis, a sociology pro-
feasor at the University of Idnho
who is examining public atti-
tudes about park fecs, soys most
people aro willing to pay a little
more if the fees aro clearly
explained and fair and if most of
the money returns to tho park
whero it is collected,
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SCUBA LESSONS 2
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lnnlng cuba
taning dates below,

*“The maujority of visitors sup-
port the now fees as long as.thoy
meet these conditions,” he said
in an interview.

Visitors to Shenandoah, o
scenic ribbon through thoe Blue
Ridge Mountains nbout 70 miles
from Washington, said the high-
er fees would not deter them.

“We can't complain, It's atill-a

bargoin,” said Stan Kruv of
Cleveland, who was visiting with
his wife, Jnn, and their four chil-
ren.
" Tom DcRose of Greenfiold,
Mass., who climbed with hia
wife, Carol, to the parkl hlghuat
point, ngrccd
“What can you buy. for 510
nnwndnys?” ho asked. |
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whole family:

A reassuring smile. A good car. A kind volce.
Caring has always been essential to curing,

and that is especlally true when it comes to our
young patients. We care about children so we
know how to care for them. At the University

of Michigan Health Centers, we belleve the only
way to know your child and understand all of
his or her health needs is to be In your neighbor-
hood. It's the easlest way to help your child the
most. Here's what else makes us Ideal for your

8 e have plenty of pediatricians, ob/gyns,
family practice physiclans and general
. Internists in your community.

UNIVERSITY

(/7 thousand little ways

to show we care

= Many sltes offer extended hours, including
Saturdays.

®  We have all the services you need to stay
healthy. Many locattons offer laboratory tests

and X-rays, too.

®  If you ever need a speciallst, you're already
linked with the U-M Medical Center and our

hundreds of experts.

®  Finding the right doctor close to your home is
simple, and making an appolntment is casy.
Just call the number below and we will help
you select a physician and even schedule your

flrst appolntment,

OF MICHIGAN

2453 Health Centers
1-800-211-8181

Because world-class fieallli care shouldn't b a worf/ away.




