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[ack again expected to be area’s best

BY MIKE ROSENIAUM
BPECIAL WIUTER .

Don't be surprised if this
year's list of the top 10 aren soc-
cer players gives you & feeling of
deja vu. There are plenty of
familiar names on the list, as
Werennial stara return for their
genior sensons.

% For the third straight year, the
list is topped by Birmingham
Seahatm'® Ryan Mack, who may
ffot only be the top player in the
state, but country as well. Incud-
od ure cight seniors and two
juniors.

21. Ryan Mack, Seanholm -
The senior forward was recently
chosen for the United States
Under-17 National Team and is
4 top Division I college recruit,
But first, Maples” fank will enjoy
watching him for ene more sea-

sn,

+Mack tallied 27 goals and 21
qasints Inst vear, carning All-
State honors.

<“One of the most skillful
Ballplayers in high school in the
dountry,” Senholm eoach Ken
Hammond said of Mack. “He's
extremely talented, a game-
Breoker, playmaker nn¢l o good
finisher, He even played goal-
Kecper for me (in a district gnme
two years agol. He's an excellent

dribbler. The kind of player who
can take on any number of peo-
ple and be successful.”

2. Chris Kogut, Country
Day - The senior forward earned
All-State honars last year, lead-
ing the Yellow Jackets with 21
goaln and adding 12 assists.

“He's very technically quick,”
DCD coach Paul Bartoshuk snid
of Kogut. “He has fust feet and is
n good finisher. He is very capa-
ble of taking players on in the
attacking one-third of the field.
He has & lot of experience.”

3. Jeff Beeler, Brother Rice
- Rice's captain, the senior cen-
ter-midficlder carned Second
Team All-State and First Team
All-Catholic and All-Area honors
last yeor. He netted 10 goals and
added five nasists in 1996. The
versatile player also played some
forward for Rice. In the off-sca-
son he played defense for his
club team,

“He plays both ways cqually
strong,” Rice coach Jay Louis-
Preucott said, “He's a tough
defender and very intelligent.
He'’s hod great conching at every
level and been very auceessful,
He makes cverybody around him
o better player because he's so

smart,
4. Anron Byrd, Lahser - The
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center-midficlder was o sopho-
more sensation last year, netting
15 goals and enrning the Oak-
land Activities Associntion’s
Division I1I most valuable player
honors, along with First Team
All-Area notice.

“He's very skillful,” Luhser
coach Eddie Van Schaek
described Byrd. “He goes to the
target whenever he has the ball,
He's always looking to create
something, cither for himself or
somebody clse.”

8. Brian Larkin, Troy - The
best of a strong, balanced group
of Troy players this scason, the
senior midficlder had 17 goals
and seven assists Jast year and
earned All-Area honors.

Troy conch Carlos Wheatley
calla Larkin “a good, natural, all-
around soccer player.”

*“Ho, has good vision,” Wheatley
said. “He is unselfish and the
kind of player you want on the
field al) the time. He is danger-
ous from just about anywhere, as
far as his shooting goes, and very
good in the air.”

8. Braden Ruddy, Roeper -
The Clasa D All-Stater onters his
fourth year as a starter for
Roeper. He scared 17 goals and
added 13 assists from his mid-
field spot last season.

’

“Braden has been involved in
the Olympic Development Pro-
gram,” Rocper coach Mike Ruddy
snid, “He's o Division 1 prospect.
He's extremely skillful, a hard
worker and unpredictable. He is
probnbly our best individual
player who has goeod speed and
good quickness.”

7. Luke Spreitzer, Troy
Athens - A multi-talented play-
er, the senior gonlkeeper earned
Honorable Mention All-State
honors as o sophomore and was
Honorable Mention All-Area last
sensan, He may be the area's top
goalkeeper this year, then
again, he may be one of the
area’s better forwards, depend-
ing on how coach Tim Storch
decides to utilize his talents,

“He's a very talented gonlkeep-
er,” Storch said of Spreitzer, “If
we focused him in goal, he could
be in the running for one of the
top goalkecpers in the state. He's
also one of our best field players.
Fortunntely, we have rome capa-
hle backup goalies behind him.
We're going to try to use Luke in
both capacities. I'm not veally
sure how that's all going to sort

out,”

8, Erik Nelson, Country
Day - The senior midfielder
earncd Second Team All-Aren

notice Jast season, He benefits
from his near year-round ussoci-
ation with Kogut as both play for
the Birmingham Blazers during
the summer. The pair should
prove to bo a formidable one-two
punch.

“Nelson has really improved
his game to the point where ho's
onc of the top midficlders in the
state,” Bartoshuk said. “He's
very adept at controlling the
game, an excellent dribbler and
a groat passer. Ho's the best
playmaker on our team.”

9. Joo Morelli, Brother Rice
- A Second Team All-Catholic
selection last year, the junior is
onc of the aren’s top dofenders.

“He's been starting since enrly
in his freshman season,” Louis.
Preucott said. “He plays very
tight-marking defensively and
alse makes a lot of runs offen-

sively. We're looking for him to.

get moro involved in the cffense
this ycar. He can run forever and
still get back on defense, He's on
int’u‘ensn player and a real lead-

er.

10, Ryan Byrd, Groves -
Like many of the area’s elite
players, Byrd, n senior sweeper,
is a tenm captain in more than
Jjust name.

“He's a good lender,” Groves

conch Tom Gond said, “He's got
excellent foot nkillnhunrd is real
good ot picking up the first man .
through from the offense, It
soems like he's always in the !
right place ot the right time.” :
Other top players: Troy ~ .
Brian Murphy, Justin Coffoy !
(senior midfieldera), Dave :
DeHorn, P.J. Stranshan (unior :
defenders); Andover - Scott -
Epstein (sonfor swaoper); |
Athens ~ Nate Sanford (sonior ;
forward); Adams ~ Bobby Tull *
(scnior defonder), Mike Ashen- -
folter (senior midficlder), Ricky
Strong (sophomore forward);
Avondale - Chad Schwab
(sanior forward), Sebastinn
Ponce (sophomore sweeper);
Roeper ~ Marty Ciurlik {unior
gonlkeoper); Brother Rice -~
Chad Nowak (senior midfietder);
Couniry Dny - Dan Doman
(senior defonder), Stu Yingat
(junior sweeper), David Barkholz
(sophomore forward); Laheer —
David Burnett {senior center-for-
ward), Nick Lardo (senior mid-
ficlder); Southfield Christian
Lael Bryant (senior midficlder); .
Cranbrook - Josh Epstein
{junior midficlder); Groves -
Adam Cohen (senior forward).

. Athens' top returper is senior
Luke Spreitzer, An Honorable
Mention All-State goalkeeper in
1895, Spreitzer may split his
time between gonl und forward
this year as Conch Tim Starch
gearches for players who ean put
the ball into the net. The top
full-time forward will be senior
Nate Saonford, a returning
starter.

- “We're looking for people like
Sanford to pick up some of the
séoring slack from Hodges,”
Storch said. “We're going to have
o score gonals by committee,
father than relying on one or two
kids to rack up a ton of gonls. We
need a group of people to score
five or six goals here or there”
7:Other Red Hawks' returners
include four key seniors- wid-
fielder Chris Blust plus defend-
Sty Mike Weslosky, Alex Eve and
sweeper Rick Garrish,

#Storch wnnts to “ploy a con-
trolled passing gnme using the
flanks, play solid defe ely and
rely on gond, strong goal keep-
ing"
=Athens should be strong but
may find it difficult to match last
year’s accamplishments - a 13-5-
2-vecord and OAA Division [ co-
championship.

*6. Birmingham Seaholm -
The big man is back for his
sénior season, ny the Maples
hppe that they can again con-
ténd for OAA Division 1 henors
following an 11-5-2 campaign.
Hyan Mack, who was recently
chosen far the U.S. National
Wnder-17 team, may be the top
ployer in the state, The forward
had 27 goals and 21 nssists Jast
season. As expected, Seaholm’s
olfense will revolve around Mack
again. But the key to the team,
according to Conch Ken Ham-
mond, ia how the Maples inte-
grate Mack into an overall team
syrategy.
+Hanvmond said he must find “n
way in which we can work ns u
group. Ryan Mack is an out-
standing player. The key is being
able to blend him with the oth-
crs, ond the others with him - to
be unified.”

*The “others™ are a pretty fair
group, which includes three Hon-
orable Mention All-Area choices -
senior midficlder Zachary Kadro,
sbnior defender Josh Menig and
senior gonlkeeper Chris Glime.
Another key returner is junior
dbfender Jess Scheuler.

:Hammond hopes to play a
“ball control” offense.

1 6. Bloomfield Hills Lahser -
The Knights simply over-
whelmed OAA Division 1II
spuads last yenr on their way to
an 18-2-1 overnll mark and a dis-
trict championship. Lahser ia
ekpected to dominate its division
again.
=The Knights return their top
seorers, including OAA most
valuable plnyer Aaran Byrd, on
All-Aren center-midficlder who
nptted 15 gonls 08 0 sophomore
taat year, Also back is xenior cen-
ter-forward David Burnctt, also
nZ16-gonl scorer. The Knights'
tgp defensive player in senior
npidficlder Nick Lavdo.

-Lahser Coach Eddie Van
Schaick will again cmploy a
wide-open offcnse.

““We just play very offensive
and try to scare on¢ more goal
than the opponent. We'll try to
G for a paasing game rather
tBan a running game.”

-

7. Rochester Adams - New
Conch Ralph Torre takes over a
squad which was a respectable
8-8-3 while playing the tough
OAA Division I schedule. This
year's Highlanders will likely
have to look up at Troy, Athens
and Seaholm again.

Adams will receive senior lead-
erahip from defenders Bobby
Tull, a Second Team All--Arcn
choice, and Eric Stubenval, plus
midficlder Mike Ashenfelter.
Torre also inherits a pair of
returning sophomore starters,
forward Ricky Strang and mid-
ficlder Ben Walker.

Torre wants to play a posses-
gion game. The key to the sca-
son, Torre said is “how we come
along with trying to play that
(pnssession) type of game, and
figuring out when thnt's not pos-
sible and when we have to ploy
mare direct...the other side is,
can we defend well as a team?
Because we have good firepower.
We have players who can score.”

8. Birmingham Groves - The
defending OAA Division IIT run-
ners-up hope to battle Lahser for
division honors this season.
Groves was 10-3-1 overall lost
year.

The Falcons return their top
player, senior sweeper Ryan
Byrd, a Sccond Team All-Aren
and Honorable Mention All-
State selection last scason. Also
returning is Groves' leading scor-
er, senior forward Adam Cohen,
along with senior midfielder
Ryan Miller and senior midficld-
er/forward Ben Shomer.

Coach Tom Gond says Groves
will again be a solid, physical
team this seasan,

“We have extremely strong
defenders, We're strong right up
the middie and extremely strong
on defense.”

8. Bloomficld Hills Roeper -
Roeper returns key players
across the field who helped the
team finish 14-3-4 last year,
Rocper was the undefeated
MIAC champ and reached the
Clpss D semifinals,

Braden Ruddy returns as o
fourth-year storter at midficld.
The Class D All-Stater totaled
17 gonls and 13 pssists last year.
Other key retumers include All-
State Honorable Mention choice
Marty Ciurlik, a junior goalkeep-
er, plus junior defender Adam
Bresnay, who moves into the
sweeper spot this season.

Also bock is senior forward
Morgan Trinkans and scnior
defender Joe Abraham.

“We're going to play fairly
defensive and not take a lot of
chances,” said Coach Mike
Ruddy. “When we get the ball
we'll try to keep it. We'll basical-
ly play ball-possession. We'll be
rensonably good defensively but
acoring goals could be a prob-
lem.”

10. Auburn Hills Avondalo
- The Yellowjockets will be the
arca’s United Nations team, fea-
turing players from Argentina,
Ramania, Columbia, and possi-
bly other countrics as well. The
multi-national squad blended
well laat year, placing third in
the OAA’s Division Il and fin-
ishing 11-7-1 overall.

Avondale will combine youth
with experience. The Jackets
have just throc seniora, But
seven of their 11 juniors are
third-year lettermen.

Avondale’s tep returners

include senior forward Chud
Schwab, o Second Team All-
Stater who tied school records
with 21 gonls and 29 points last
season, plus three Honorable
Montion All-Aren picks: senior
center-midfielder Cristion Mcjia,
who may move ta forward this
year, senior center-midfielder
Alin Forgaciu and sophamere
sweeper Scbastian Pence,

“We should be a much better
skilled tecam this year.” said
Coach Dave Muczynski. “We're
going to try to work through our
wings. Hopefully we can try to
spread the field out a little more.
Last year we just attacked
through the middle.”

Other tenms to watch:

Rochester had a senior-domi-
nated starting lineup last year.
So the usually-strong Falcons
will have to rebuild under first-
year Conch Erick Pfeiffer, He
expects to have five sophomores

fredini hopes the Crancs can
contend for Metro Confercnce
honors this scason. They're led
by All-State Hanorable Mention
midfielder Josh Epstein and fel-
Tow junior Oliver Chapman, the

1 hticld Chris-

and a pair of fr among
his contributors this season. Fel-
low OAA Division I competitor
West Bloomfield should be
more skilled this year, according
to Coach Deepak Shivraman.
But the Lakers will alao be
young, with just three seniors.
The key players should include
the junior trio of midficlder
Steve Kolb and forwards John
Waymen and Brian Davidson.
Althoupgh Cranbrook was just
5.7-6 last year, Coach Rob Suf-

tian was sccond to Roeper in
last year'a MIAC race, but lost
most of ita starting lincup.
Seniors Lael Bryant (midfield)
and Dan Calderwood (defender)
remain to lead the team. Coach
Scott Berthel hopes to play a
“fluid” paesing game. Andover
hopes to battle Lohser and
Groves in OAA Division Ifl. The
young Barons are led by Honor-
able Mention All-Stater Scott
Epstein, o senior sweeper, plus

senior forward Justin Schram,
Coach Lee Fruman expects to
start five sophomores and fresh-
men. In the Western Lakes
Activitics Associntion, both
Walled Lako teams have new
conches. Central will be conched
by Joel Sharpe, who'll uso a pos-
session-style game. His leading
returners include seniors John
Frendewey (midfield), Jason
Aucr and Pete Kelsn (defense).
Western Coach Joe Nora will
inherit o rebuilding team which
will feature many freshmen and
sophomores. Southfield-Lath-
rup will feature a mix of seniors
and freshmen, led by senior cap-
tnins Nate Cooper and Tom Dil-
lon, both defenders.
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“How mucl you earn
is determined by how
much you learn.”
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SUCCESS 1997

Featuring All Speakers Live And In Person

PRESENTED BY PETEA LOWE INTERNATIONAL~ A NON-PROFIT EDUCATIONAL ORGANIZATION

Learn the latest
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and personal success.
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MUHAMMAD
ALL
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Tickets start as low as $49* for the entire day!
Tickets purchased at the door will be $225 and up.
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