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E‘Ofﬁcials pledge
to start repairs

BY PAT MURPHY
BTAFY WRITER

New construction work is
cexpected to get under way as
early as next week, now that

v. John Engler haa signed leg-

islation providing $89 million for
.ronda statewide, including $3.6
.million for Oakland County.
' “You (Rond Commission for
‘Oakland County) can tell your
‘contractors to stand by,” Engler
spokeaperson John Truscott snid
Monday after the governor
‘signed the legislation.

Esasentially the legislation
‘nllowa state officials to dip into
‘futerest accruing in the Budget
Stabilization Fund (also known
as the rainy day fund) and the
state’s general fund.

Although the logislation was
‘approved July 16, the money it
pravided wasn’t available until it

‘was signed by the governor,
“ Road commissioner Rudy
Lozano of Clarkston said the
governor’s signing the legislation
will enable road crews to take
advantage of whatever good
weather remains in the 1997
‘tonatruction season,

Money raised from the four-
cent hike in line taxes —

which took affect Aug. 1 — won't
filter into Oakland County until
sometime in October, according
to Brent O. Bair, managing
director of the rond commission.

But monoy mado available
from the rainy day and general
fund will be put to use immedi-
ately. Road repairs “will be swift
and noticeable,” Bair said.

“We have already contacted
contractors,” Bair said earlier
this month at a preas conference,
“As soon as wo receive the $3.6
miilion, we're going to make
good en the pledge”

The pledge Bair and others
made committed ovory cent of
new rond money to repsiring
area roads riddled with potholes.

Bair eaid $2.5 millfon of the
money provided by Moaday's
signing will be used for 42 miles
of preservation overlays on exint-
ing ronde and more than
$600,000 will be apent on con-
crote road repairs (fixing pot-
holes),

The remaining $500,000 will
put tons of gravel on 28 miles of
unpaved roads to improve
drainage and drivability.

While road officinls are anx-
ious to take advantage of the

construction season,
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Detour ahead: Travelers who normally use Shiawassee in Farmington are being detoured onto Grand River duc

toShiawassee’s widening, More roadwork is starting around the county now that funds have been made avail- .
able throughout Oakland County, The funds for future projects come from the state’s rainy day fund and, later; .

m an increase in the state gas tax.

theoy will not be over anxious or
hasty, sald Gerald Holmberg,
deputy manager of the road com-
mission, “We've been waiting too
long for this moncy to allow any

County targets these area roads

' The following is a list of road
‘repairs that work crews expect
‘to begin as early as this week:

* B Lyon Township: Silver
Lake Road, Kent Lake and
:Dixboro; Exght Mile between
Currle nnd Napier; Pontianc
"Trail, Grand River onc mile
south to the curve; and Martin-
dale from Pontiac Trail to Ten
Mile.

W Milford Township: Wixom
‘Road from the Milford Village
limit to south Burns and Cooley
Lake from Carey to Duck Lake.

- ® Groveland Township:
‘Groveland Rond, Van to Thayer;
*Grange Hall, Dixie. Highway to
“Wildwood; and Tripp Road, Dixie
to Grange Hall.

- # Holly Township: Fish
Lake Road, north of Houser to
Grange Hall,

o Ind

“Boulovar

wood to Drahner; Indian Lake
Rond, M-24 to Lake George; and
Conklin, about half a mile north
of Miller.

B Auburn Hills: Opdyke,
Auburn to South, and Feather-
stone 300 feet north; and Adams,
between M-69 and Auburn.

H Rochester: Parkdale, city
limita to Dequindre.

™ Rochester Hills: Avon Road,
between John R, and Overlay,
between Livernois and Old
Perch, nnd west of Rocheater to
Livernois; west of Dequindre;
Adams, betwoon Walton and
south Hilleridalo and from north
of Avon, south one mile; South
, bofwoen Cracks &

Coolldge; -

, ® West Bloomfield: Walnut
Lake Road, from 1,000 feet west
of Middlebelt to Inkster; Maple

“Whi
‘Dixie.
W Oxford Township: Oak-
wood, Coata to M-24,
# Oakland Township: Orion
Rond south of Lake George.
. M Orion Township: Baldwin
Road, Judah to Waldon; Joslyn
Road north of railroad tracks to
‘Silverbell; Kern Road, Silverbell
‘to Gunn; Coats Road, Indian-

o Lake Road, Clement to

Road, H: ty to Orchard
Lake; Halsted Road, Walaut
Lake to Maple; Oakley Park
Road, from Bunker to Haggerty;
and Qrchard Loke Road between
Pontiac and Maple.

M Bloomficld Township:
Opdyke Road, from Square Lake
to Hickory Grove; Franklin
Road, between Maple and Four-
teen Mile; Walnut Lake, Inkster
to Franklin.

M Troy: Crooks Road, onc
tenth of a mile aouth of Big
Beaver; Doquindre, between
Square Lake and Long Lake,
and three tenths of a mile south
of South Boulevard; and cast-
bound Maple Road, between
Crooks and Dequindre.

W Waterford: Clintonville
Road, from south of Mann Road
to Lake Angelus; and Creacent
Lake Road, near Elizabeth Loke
Road.

M Novi: Grand River, Novi to
Haggerty.

W Farmington Hills: Orchard
Lake Road, between 1-698 and
Fourteen Mile Road.

M- "Addison Township:
Rochesater Road, north of Mack;
and Drahner Road, Lake George
to Hoaner, and Rochester to

alker,

B White Lake Township:
Pontiac Lake Road, Brendel to
Teggerdine; and Cedar Island
Road, Ford to Boggic Lake Road.

A Brandon Township:
Oakhill Road, from M-15, west
for three miles.

3 Rose Township: Tipsico
Lake Road, from Demode, 1.5
miles south; and Fish Lake
Road, from Munger, 1.5 milea
north,

of it to he wasted by being
hasty,” he said.

New gas tox revenucs, esti-
mated at $7 million in 1998, will
be used as follows:

B $3 million to construct 10
miles of major county roads.

W $3 million to reaurface 50
miles of county ronds.

" '
l $500,000 for new gruvcl -on

8 miles of unpaved roads.
ﬂ S-:DO 000 for concrete rond

repairs.

tion season.

Not walting: Not waiting for new funds, the City of Troy was at work this week on-}
Rochester Road, which made for some traffic tie-ups. Much more work will be dong
throughout Oakland County, say officials, through the remainder of the construes;

STATT PHom BY Tos Hot

Parents who will be driving thelr students to school this week

& Bingham Farme — Duc to
deteriorating roads, all five
miles of local roadway are
being repaved with a layer
of chip seal to bo complet-
ed by the end of Septem-

ber. Thirtecen Mile and 14

Mile roads will not be
repaved since they are not
local rondways.

A M Birmingham — Picrece
between Brown and Lincaln and Adams, between
the northern city limits and Madison Avenuo aro
being resurfaced. Both projects are set for a mid-

. September completion, Detours for the Adams pro-
jeet will route northbaund traffic along Woodward

and southbound traffic will be reduced to one lans,

® Farmington — Grand River will be widened to
include a lnﬂ. turn lane und traffic signal at the

St from Grand

River to Farmington Road, will be closed during

conatruction which should be completed by Sopt.

30. The 1-88 business loop, between Gill and Shi-

awassee, is being widened to include a center turn

lane. One lonc on bound and

may want to take note of

fon in the foll

ing areas:

w-th Noltey Road. Dotours route drivers down
xhw‘qy to Andcmnv:lle until l.he
re

whon tho poi
tion of Whito Lake Road will bo turned into a cul-
dn -8 2 instoad of intersecting-Anderscaville.

M Novi — Expanaion of the Haggerty Connector
{M-5) has closed 13 Mile Road, between Haggerty
and Meadowbrook, until Aug. 31. Beam ropair
work has started on the 10 Mile bridge over [-96/1-
276 with an expected completion in late October.
There will be hourly closurcs on [-86/1-276 and a
permanent lane closure on east and westbound 10
Mile until mid-to-late August,

B Rochester Hills - Hamlin Road is being recon-
structed to a four-lano boulevard from M-59 to
Crooka . The project, which is to

completed hy tho spring of 1888, will include the
complotion of the cast-west link from the now M-69

Transplant requires abstinenc

BY PAT MURPRY
STAFF WRITER

Aas n prigoner, Mindy R. Brass
hos presumably abstained from
drugs since being incarcerated in

If 6o, her prior use of cocaine
“would not be an issue,” accord-
ing to a cardiologiat on the trans-
plant team at the University of
Michigan Medical Center that is
being aeked to ovaluate Brasa
and placo her on the national list
of inl new heart

plant for the Henry Ford Health
System,

Higgins was referring to Bross'
continued smoking, reportedly 3
to 5 cigarettes daily, and prison
disciplinary action ngoinst her
invalving drugs.

Brass was twice disciplined
for drug-related infractions,
according to the Michigan
Department of Corrections, The
infrnctiona were considered

“minor,” according to prison
spokesperson Matt Davis.

ramp to various business facilitica, The » y is
closed, except for local traffic, with detours across
M-69 and Avon Road. Old Perch, botween Avan
and Waltan Boulevard, is closed for asphalt overs
lay and reopen in mid-Scptember. Access for Old
Porch I"oal'dent: and noceasary services will bo

bound Grand River may be closed ot any time. Shi-
awassee will be closed and traffic dotoured for a
maximum of 45 dnys. Qne lane of westbound Shi-
awassco ot the south leg of Farmington Road will
nlso bo closed.

W Farmington Hilla — Eight Mile, betwéen Hal-

sted and Farmington rands, is being widoned to
five Innes. The project, wluch extends throuah the
Far. Raad in d to be
* completed Aug. 22, Intermittent lang closurea are

A Southfield — Mt. Vernon bridge over the Lodge
Freeway (M-10) will be closed for painting and
deck work beginning mid-Aungust, J.L. Hudson
Drive over M-10 i closed for ropaira until Sept. 2.
Traffic is detoured along the service drives, During
construction, northbound M-10 will bo complotely
closed from Greenfield to J,L. Detours are posted.
Hudson and the left lano of southbound M-10 will
bo closed, Greenfield bridge over the Northweatern
Hiuhwny (M~10) is under cnnl:\ructinn [nrldu:
field closc

possible. Expansion of the Hoggerty C: (M-
6} has clased 13 Mile Road, betwoen Haggerty and
Meadowbrook, until the ond of August, Boam
repair work has started on Lhu 10 ‘Mnlo bndgo aver
1-96/1-275 with an t in lato

and traffic datoured along Pembroke, Lanes are

oxpocted to reopen Oct. 30, 1997. Residential road-
wm cost of Lahser and weat of Arlington between
and 11 Mile are undergoing spot con-

October, There will be hnur!y cloaums on 1-96/1-
276, and 10 Milo is restricted to ono lane in each
diraction until mid-to-late August: Paving and
drainoge lmpmvcmcnln have started at thu wnsv.
0 ond of llm A 4 ).

cmln mplnmmnnt to bo completed by Oet, 31.

Continued drug use, however,
ia another story, according to
Keith D. Aaronson of the cardiol-
ogy division of the Department
of Internal Medicine at the U of
M Medical Center,

Potentin) organ recipients
should be free from all common
substances of abuse — illicit
drugs, excessive alcohol and
ciunruttcu — for at lcast unx
mon! saif

ber 1994, Brass lost
mout privileges for seven days —
including the right to call her
daughter in California — after
she wag cited for the “presence of
cocaine in her urinalysis,”
according to Davis.

The following Oclober, Brass
was cited for of an

e

Her status as an inmate —
sentenced to life in prison under
Michigan's controversinl dryg-
lifer law — was not a an overrid-
ing consideration in the decision
to reject Brass ns a transplant
candidate, the hymclun snid, |

“Her behavior is,” Hipgips
said, “I know that Mindy still
smokes, We would hope that nhy
patient who is so sick that herjor

she would require cxlmurdmnry
medical care would do whatever
it took to improve their cnrdm
vascular henlth.”

As a relatively young wompn
who is otherwise healthy, Brasg
has a compelling eage far hedrt
transplant, said Higgins, 1 l'qol
bad for her personally.

“But that doesn’t change thb
[m:t thm offering her semething

unnuthorized prescription, an
offense for which she lost privi-
legcs — using the telephone,

thrvugh press spokeaman David
Wilkina,

The presumption that Brass
has been “substance free” since
going to prison almost six ycars
ago was called into question by
Dr. Robert Samuel Decosta Hig-
gins, nurmcnl director of the
team at Henry Ford

~~ Adams, between the th city lim-
lu and Mudwon Avenue is being resurfaced with a
mzd-Scpmmﬁr mmplndm. Nnﬂ.hhmmd traffic will

tho praject to be completed Sept. 16,

2 Indopendence Township — White Lake Road
near Andersonville Rond is closed to through traf-
fic, It ia being widened to threo lanca and realigned

Hilla ! dward and southbound traf-
. Mile and Halsted, All streots will ba mpnvr:d wllh fic will be reduced to one lane.
NOTE: Unless otherwise stated, detours are

unknown or not planned. Source: Local, county, city and
village road ofMclats,
= Compiled by stoff writer Jennifer Placinto

Hoapital that rejected Bross as o
transplant candidate.

“Misa Brass’ drug-seeking
behavior in prlunn affirms our
decision that she is not an appro-
priate candidato for somothing
ns scarco aa a new heart,” said
Higgins, n Birmingham resident
who ia directar of thovacic trans-

at meals, ctc. — for
two days, he said.

Brass' record also shows four
other minor disciplinary actions
— for “insglence” or disobeying a
direet order — Davis said.

“Those are very minor offena-
©8,” he continued. “We have peo-
ple in here who lose their privi-
leges and far years,” he said.

But even if her offenses arc
minor, the two *drug ueklng
offenses indicate a

as o heart trags-
plnnt wauld be contrary to what'
we think is prudent medioal
advice,” said Higgins, p

Brass was 34 in 1991 wh}m
two associates were arrested:in
Troy after trying to sell a kilorof
cocaine to undercover police. She
was sentenced to live in prispn
with no chance of parole under’
Michigan's drug-hfcr law that
mandates life in prison for nﬂy-:
ane convicted of lrnfﬁckmg in
650 grams or more of cowme'or
heroine.

Brass ndmlta hnvmg uscd

problem, said physicinn nggmn.
“They indicate Brass' substance
abuse problema need to be
addreased before she should be
listed as a potential recipient for
a now heart.”

cocaine lly with frigeids’
and busineas associates wion:
she was a marketing executive:
in San Diego. But she said it did
not interfere with her bumncss'
dealinga or her ubhgntlons na o
mingle mather.



