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gOCC immerses forel,gn born into English language, culture:
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S Onk]nnd has leaped with both
“fect into the international econo-
any. Eight porcont (87,000) of
‘county residonts arc forcign-
born. Many work for the 260
Japancae companies with outlets
here; many of those workers
have brought their spouses and
«children.
. An at Oakland Community
College’s five campuses, 450 peo-
ple are taking o set of courses
cnlle(i “English a8 n Second Lan-
< gunge” or ESL. “We went from
.80 to 460 in just three years,”
.-88id Kathy Emmenecker, ESL
R uutwnch coordinatar.
:*Thia is one we need to crow
ut,” said George Keith, presi-
“dent of OCC's Orchard Ridge
Cnmpun in Fnrmmglnn Hills.
« “Thig is one of thasa 'new’ pro-
" grams intended by our millage
. promotion (the property tax hike
,' approved by voters in 1996).
" “We have the largest ESL pro-
grom in the state. Michigan
State University ia second
largest with around 300, said
Keith,
<7 “And ours is the only program
For academic credit in the state,”
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added Emmenccker, “It offors
humanitics credita.It’s not reme-
dial, It's & learning experienco,”
The county's industrial devel-
opment binge since the 1880s
hos contributed to ESL’s growth,
In timo, Emmenccker belicves,
ESL will become pnrt of Oak-
land's magnet in attracting
international firms.

Mix of nations

Natives of Iraq are 30 percent
of the foreign-born cnrollment on
the Orchard Ridge Campus, but
othera come from formor Soviet
nations (14 percent), India (16
percent), Enst Asia (16 porcent)
and Lebanon.

In the western county, the
Highlond Lakes Campus and ita
allied health programs see Fil-
ipinos (23 percent) and a mi
ture of western E Sovi-

For exampla:

Fabian Lavorato came from
Argentina four months ago and
wanta to earn 8 degree in inter-
nationol busineaa, “I've been

guage with the culture,” lsnid
Emmenecker, *We just started
contract training where we go to
the company and offer services
at vcry. vvry mnuonubln rates,”

b3

working 10 years in
al transportation, but trying to
get n degree in my country is
hard,” he said. A counsclor at the
Uhniversity of California at
Berkeley. advised him to start at
a community college and pro-
duced a list of five or six. Lavora-
to picked OCC,

Igor Ziabtchenko came from
Latvia where he worked in the
import-cxport business. He has a
bachelor’s degree and is prepar-
ing to take the Graduate Man-
agemont Admissions Tost for o
school offering the master of
business administration degree
— hapcfully tho clite University
of Mi “I will probobly con-

ots and East Asians.

At the Southfield and Royal
Onk campuses, former Soviot
subjects are at 30 percent and
Irngis 21 percent. At Auburn
Hills, western Europoans at 21'
percent are followed by Indians
at 19 percent and by Enst Asjans
from Philippines, Korea, Hong
Kong and Laos.
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tinue in international business
and finance,” he said,

Going to business

Thoso studenta como to OCC's
campuses. The college also goes
to corporations,

“Companies would like their
employces to dovelop greater
oral flucncy, to learn the lan-

come in
lwn basic BIZL‘B poor immigrants
who nced a job and profcesional
people who may know textbook
English but need to learn Ameri-
can idioms, customs and what
calla “the 1
of diplomncy and tact.”

“We just got a ‘school-to-work’
grant for a pilot program — the
OCC ESL Project. We'll crento
caurses which mlegrnua ESL into
three tech

tion, making presentations in
academic discipline.

W 141-142 and 243-242, Jisten-
ing and communicating, with
emphaaie on academic vocabu-
laries, how to follow main ideas,
take notes and outline.

® 161-152 and 261-262, aca-
demic writing, use of libraries
and computers.

“Wo have two full-time facul-
ty,” said Polly Meyers
Bachrouche, director of OCC's
International Canter on the
Orchard Ridge Campus, “Sue
Wilkinson at Orchard Ridge has
a master’s in TESOL (Teaching
Englist to Spenkers of Othor

(computer-mded design),
machine tool tochnology and
computer information systems,

“Some students come here and
say 'l just want to learn English.’
By the second semcster, their
confidence level rises, They start
getting ambitious and take other
academic programs.”

A foreign-born student may
start with MTLEP, the Michigan
Test of English 1 Profi-

L Sher:

at Royal Onk Southﬁeld taught
Spanish and learned the
methodology.”

“The program is largely staffed
by adjunct faculty. Many have
Poace Corps background. Many
have taught in Korea and Japan.
Others went abroed as tourists,
found thoy could tench, and got
lhu MA in TESOL at home.”

ker grow up in Grand

cicncy, to sec if he or she needs
the ESL program. ESL consists
of 10 courses in three groups:

W 101-102, English conversa-

PETSMART

Where pets are famitye

4 1b. bag of lams Cat
Food with purchase of a
20 tb. Jams Cat Food .

ummum ted

"l'ri

FRee! B,

_ 26 oz. box of Pro Plan | ]

Biscuits with purchase
of a 20 Ib. or larger I

Pro Plan Dog Food bag

Rapldn looking at blonde heads
in the Christian Reformed
Church and “becamc obsessed
with anything different. In a

=)=

Purina
Dog Chow
50 Ib. bag

class of 20, I like to sco 16 differ-
ent nationalities,” said Emme-
necker, who earned her TESOL
dngmo from MSU.

yhmg English as a sccond
langdagoe.is far different from
teaching a foreign langunge,
Emmencker said, because you
don’t study textbook language.

“You're immeraed in the cul-
ture. You have to davelep listen-
ing ekills,” she said. The teacher
must bo more conscious of the
structure, tho colloquial expres-
sions, tho n to use English in
business and not just how to
order coffec and a hotel room.

“In October, the Jordanian
government is coming to Cobo
Hall (in Detroit). Investors and
exporters will all be here to
establish business and trade
rolntwnshlpu

“Jordan is looking to increase
the number of two.year scholar-
ahips to the Umled States — and
here we are, ”

The pair will answer querics
and speak to civic groupa,
Bachrouche, director of the Inter.
national Center, can be reached
at (248) 615-3417. Emmenecker,
otitreach coordinator, is at (248)
471-7790.
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‘Prices effective through August 31, 1997. Store Hours: Monday - Saturday 9 am to 9 pm, Sunday 10amto 6 pm.

We accept all manufacturer’s coupons. Limit rights reserved. Leashed pets welcome. For the safety of your pet as well as others'
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please make sure your pets are current on alt shots before you bring them shopping.
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Vicit our Web Site
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