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There are cer-
tain  packages
that are required
to carry n warn-
ing notice some-
thing like: “Con-
tents of this
package may be
hazardous."
Today [ would
like to write
about o human
experience and
decision  that
should have such

a warning label attached to it. The

experience | apeak of is the cohab-

itation prier to tor in place of)
marringe. 1 realize that this expe-
rience has become quite commion
tn our time, and is even consid-
ered by many to be harmless and

“normal.” This perceptien needs to

be challenged, however,

First of alt, since I am writing
‘from the perspective of “Beliefs
‘and Values,” cohnbitation apart
from marriage is contrary to the
values of virtually every religion.
Such a decision is spiritually
unhenlthy both for ench partner
and for the relationship. Since
many will reject this statement as
<“old fushioned,” however, I intend
Zto spend most of this article focus-
“ing on the numerous significant
reasons, apart from beliefs and
values, why this is not a sound
-decision,
= Cohabitation prior to marriage is
sproving to be one of the more
“destabilizing choices a couple who
Jintend to marry can make, Now
that the pattern of cohabitation
:has been arvund long enough that
it can be studied and evaluated,
“may studies are finding that people
<who live together prior to mnrrying
-have significantly higher rates of
“divorce (about 33 percent more
slikely) than those who do not,
Cahabitation may seem like a good
trinl run” for a selid marriage, but
xactly the apposite is true.

In addition to this finding, there

re increasingly stronger indica-
Jtions that cobabitation carries
“other major risks. Non-married
spurtners are more likely to be
:abused than spouses in committed
:marringes, Young adults who
~move in together, especially if
-they are not engnged or married,
rare more likely to find substance
buse in their relntionship, Finale
+ families of non-married cohabi-
ants can be Jess stable in the long
run due to ) d i
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er than they are ready for.

Marital relationships in which
sexual intimocy enters into the
.relationghip at too early a stage
often find that communication,
especinlly pertaining to problems
and conflicts, is nat ns fully devel-
oped as it is in relationships
where sex waits until there is a
permanent commitment, People
who desire a lifelong marriage
need to take time, before physical
intimacy, to evaluate their own
understanding, and that of their
future partner, about commit-
ment, covenant, faith, roles,
finances, family and children nnd,
of course, love, Intimacy too early,
and toe frequent, can actually
caver this evaluation process, giv-
ing a fulse sense of eloseness and
compatibility,

The actual decision to marry,
after or during cohnbitation, may
often not be as free as it would be
if people were not living together.
Each individual’s freedom to
choose not to enter into marringe
can be compromised when they
are already together. Marringe
can happen out of sense of duty,
rather than of choice, Outside
forces (change of job, family pres-
sures, ete.) can also force a deci-
sion before the individuals are
ready to make it.

Ofen times, couples will make
this choice simply out of financial
considerations. We will need
money Iater, 80 we can save it now
by living together, In fact, this can

Tple dedies sculpture,

BY RENA FULKA
SIECIAL WIITER

Just n stone’s throw nway from Temple
Istacl's new Edith and Alvin Wasserman
Pavilion, in the midst of a garden brim.
ming with fragrant flowers, saplings and
sprawling evergreens, sits a bronze man
pl ly embracing two young child

“The sculpture is an effort to depict gen-
crations,” explained Rabbi Harold Loss of
Bloomfield Hills. “In esscnce, the name of
the garden is the L'Dor V'Dar Generation
to Generation Family Garden. Our goal is
to expand on that theme with the concept.
of family, which is how we view ourselvea
as a congregation.”

On Monday, Sept. 1, the temple family
will dedieate its “Generntions” sculpture
and the newly installed pavilion during its
seventh annual Labor Day picnic. The
public is welcome to attend the noon dedi-
cation und the free dny of activities, which
runs from 11:30 a.m, to 3 p.m. The Ameri-
can Red Cross will be on temple grounds
from 9 a.m, to 3 p.m. for the bloed drive
sponsored by the Temple Israel Brother-
hood. Last year's blood donations totaled
180 pints,

The picnic features a petting zoo, moon-
walk, 22-faot inflatable slide, clowns, pony
rides, face painting and music by Star
Trax, Storyteller Maureen Schiffman of
Novi will appear at the pavilion at 1 p.m,
followed by the Flying Aces Frisbee Team
at 2 pm. A West Bloomficld Township fire
truck, police car and canine unit wiill be on
display throughout the day. Picnic fare for
the expected crowd of 2,000 includes hot
dogs, popeorn, watermelon, ice cream,
cookies and candy.

“It’s almost like a country fair in terms of
E,t'musnhcre," said Cindy Kundel of West

be one of the most expensi
choices # couple can make, Deal-
ing with the potentinl effects of
the cohabitation experience may
prove far more costly in the long
term,

There are numerous other facts
that space does not afford me the
apportunity to address here. The
decision to marry is a very serious
decision, one that is intended to
last for life. Couples who choose to
cohabit before marriage often
deny themselves the appropriate
setting and opportunity to make
this decision properly. If this is a
chaice you are considering, and if
you are going to be possibly inter.
ested in marrying the person, do
yourself a big favor. Don't live
together beforehand. The chaice of
this practice may be hazardous to
a sound marringe.

The Rev. Timothy F. Babeock is
pastor at St. Andrew Catholic
Church, 1400 Inglewood,
Roc/) ~ You can reach him at

F
“lending to decisions to marry soon-

(248) G51-7486.

1d, pienic ittee co-chairwom-
an. “Picnic is nlinost n misnomer for it.”
Though they've held outdoor pienics for
deeades, it wasn't until seven years ago
that the Oukland County congregation

B

decided to host the eveot on site to show-
case its growing facility at 57256 Walnut
Lake Road. “The yearly picnic gives us the
opportunity to dedicate majar physical
improvements done here during the year,”
said David Tisdn’c of West Bloomfield,
president of the 3000-family congregation.

The dedicatior ceremony will be officiat-
cd by the terple clerical team, which
includes in oddition to Loss, Rabbis M.
Robert Symeof West Bloomfield, Paul Yed-
wab of Copmerce Township and Joshun
Bennett of Birmingham, and Cantor

Jews help Focus:HOPE *

The Jewish community donated more

than $13,000 to help rebuild Focus:HOPE
after the devastation caused by the July 2
storms,

The money rised will help Focus: HOPE

restore its facilities and return to its valu-
able work of aiding the community.

This special fund was established by the
loomficld Hills-based Jowish Community

Council of Metropolitan Detroit and Jewish

Helping hand: Jewish Community
Council President Howard Wallach
(left) presents storm relief funds to
Eleanor Josaitis, executive director
of Focus: HOPE.

st
Qutdoor sanctuary: Congregational President David Tisdale, Rabbi
Harold Loss and Facilitics Manager Pat Blackwell will be on hand for-
the Labor Day dedication of the Edith and Alvin Wasserman Pavilion. .

F1H0TO Y COLLEEN ROGKRS ,

Harold Orbach of Bloomficld Hills and
Cantorial Intern David Katz of New York. * -
The 6,000-square-foot pavilion, named in
honor of congregants Edith and Alvin-
Wasserman, was designed by Stuart Fine®
and Associntes of West Bloomficld and.
installed by Soulliere Brick Pavers and’
Decorative Stone Co. of Utica. It was built
as an extension of the half-ncre L'Dor
V'Dor Generation to Generation Family
Garden, which was created to offer a sct-+

Sec TEMPLE, B10 .

Federation of Metropolitan Detroit and the -
Southfield-based Detroit Jewish News. . .
It represents contributions by hundreds of
individuals ahd fund-raising initiatives by
area synagogues and Jewish organizations, !
In presenting the funds, council president:
Howard Wallach said: “The Jewish commu-
nity recognizes the importance of an organi-
zation like Focus:HOPE and the work i
dogs for the Detroit arca.
The Jewish Commuity Council looks fdF=
ward to working in coalition with Facipsg.
HOPE for many years to come. -
Together, the two organizations have
donated many mitzvot {(deeds of loving kin
ness). By extending a helping hand i
rebuilding Focus: HOPE, the Jewish co.
munity is ensuring that our special relati
ship will continue to thrive.” 'z
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