SFBI baseball tryouts

Sauth Farmington Bascball Inc,
will have Little Cacsars tryouts from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m, Snturday, Sept. 6, at
Foundera Park,

Tryouts for ages 9 and 10 will be on
field No, 1; ages 11, 12 and 13 on field
Nos. 1, 2 and 3; ages 14, 15, 16, 17
and older on field Nos. 5, 6 and 7.

For more information call Greg
Anderson at (248) 477-6096.

® The Michigan Rams 10-under
baseball team is having tryouts 11
a.m. to 1 p,m. Saturday, Sept. 8, at
Manning Park in Redford Township
{Glendale, two blocks cast of Beech
Daly Road). For more information,
call conch Mark Falvo, formerly of
Dearborn Divine Child and now
Henry Ford Community College, at
{313) 637-3449.

Whalers offer deal

The Plymouth Whalers are offering
charter memberships to the Whale
Watchers Fan Club, which will pro-
vide specinl deals to all members.

Inciuded in the membership are

i ts at local busi dis-
counts on Whalers team merchandise,
n monthly club newsletter, a club win-
dow deeal, a club ID card and two
Detroit Compuware Ambassadors
season tickets. Also, tho first 50 appli-
cants will receive one free fan club T-
shirt, compliments of Pepsi.

Individual membership ia $15; a
fomily membership (maximum of six
people) is $26. Provide a UPC code
from any Pepsi 12-pack product when
applying and receive a $2 discount off
an individunl membership and a $3
discount off a family membership
(offer ends Oct. 20).

For more information, call (248)
887-6136 or (313) 453-8400.

Rice wins golf tourney

Mondoy's West Bloomficld Invita-
tionnl at Kensington Golf Course
proved to be a two-team battle,

Birmingham Brother Rice and
Clarkstan rose to the top of the nine-
team field, but it took a ticbreaker to
decide the winner. The Warriors and
Wolves posted four-player scores of
314, which forced the fifth scores into
play. Rice had an 81 and Clarkston
an 86, giving the Warriora the title.

Milford finished third at 322, North
Farmington fourth (326) and Farm-
ington fifth (328), West Blaomfield
{329)," Country Day’a B team (336),
Farmington Harrison (342) and West
Bloomfield’s B team (366) rounded
out the field.

Clarkaton’s Bob Schultz carned
medalist honors, firing a 4-over-par
76, West Bloomfield's Brad Schwartz
placed second with a 76.

Curl earns starting job

Bowling Green State University
will open its 1997 football senson Sat-
urday at Louisiana Tech with red-
shirt freshman Eric Curl (Livonin
Stevenson) starting at right guard,

Curl is replacing Sam Hemke
(Bloomfield Hills Lahser}, who broke
his hand over the summer and is not
expected back to practice until next
week, Curl, a former All-Observer
gridder, alao made the Dean's List
last year.

Bowling Green was 4-7 last year,

“Adult fall softball slgn-up

The City of Farmington Hills is

- accepting team registrations for the |

adult fell softball leaguea on a first-
come, first-serve basis.

Leaguea will play one night per
week, Men'a games aro played Mon-
day, Tuesday hnd Thursday, coed
gamea on Wednesday.

The fee is $435 per team, plus an
umpire fee of $9 por team at the field,
Softballs will bo provided.

The scason begins the first week of
September, Leagues are limited to the
first six teama,

For more information call the
Farmington Hills Reereation Division
at 473-9670 botween 8:30 a.m. and
4;30 p.m. Monday through Friday.

Softball at The Diamond

Openings still remain in the Tho
Diamond aof Farmington Hills
(Knights of Columbus) fall softball
leagues. Sunday night is cocd night.
Men's games aro played Sunday
through Friday.

The entry fee is $400. For moro
information call Jeoff Price at (248)
428-0658 ar (313) 531-3928.

Marlins be

@ Farmington Hills Mert‘:ﬁvl
will play its first basketb
game under the direction
of coach Dave Collins when
it plays host to Walled Lake
Central tonight.

s
BY DAN O’'MEARA
STAFF WRITER

Farmington Hills
Mercy's storied histo-
ry in girls basketball
begins & new era
tonight with first-
year conch Dave Collins on the bench.

The former Detroit Tiger outfielder
replaces Larry Baker, who coached the
Marlins for 22 years and compiled o
381-143 record with 19 district champi-
onships,

Callins had a late start with his now
team after Baker resigned in late July,
but he's confident Mercy is ready for ita
scason gpener with visiting Walled
Lake Central.

“I feel confident the things we have
to have in for our first game are in,” he
paid. “Things are going well, consider-
ing we've only practiced a few weeka,
I'm pleased with where wo're at right
now.”

The late start wasn't new to Collins,
who became the Lake Orion boys corch
under the saame circumatances three
years ago,

But it was a sudden change for the

layers.

“I think there was a lot of anxiety
about meoting the new coach,” Collins
said, “We're not talking about a school
that’s made three or four changes,

“1 think the change was a real shock
to them, but I think the transition has
gone smoothly. I'm very encouraged
with the way our kide have responded
to averything.” .

Collins said he will be a positive
coach and will emphasize, in order of
importance, “the game of life, excel-
lence in the clnssroom and improving
as basketball players,”

In 16 years of professional baseball,
Collins played for 16 managers and
said he learned something from each
onc,

“Ne matter what our record is,

. they're going to win in our program,

because they'll be a better person by
being in the program,” he said.

“As n conch, you ean have an impact
and can help them with their confi-
dence.”
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Veteran forward: Senior Ashley Schumacher (right) is one of five returning players on the Mercy

varsity basketball team. The Marlins start the season tonight against Walled Lake Central.

Collins will build his first Mercy
team around five returning players
who helped the Marlins win another
district title and finish 13-10.

The varsity veterans are G-8 senior
forwards Ashley Schumacher and Kelly
Moug, 5-10 aenior center Heather
Davis, 5-9 junior wing Jessie Brennan
and 5-7 sophomore guard Susic Roble.

Brennan enters her third scason as a
starter and was one of the lending acor-

Raiders adjust to

BY DAN O'MEARA
STAFF WRITER

When junior forward Katie Vihtelic
suffered a broken wrist in a scrimmage
Saturday, it was a major setback for
the North Farmington girls basketball
team.

But coach Linda Perkins promises
the Raiders, who start the season
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“(Vihtelic) was in there shooting with
one arm today. She's very determined.
But I have other kids who are going to
step up.

“When the going gets tough,. the
tcu.g}l got going, and that's what 1

tonight, will the Yy
loss of their leading scorer and
rebounder from a year ago.

“The kids are a littlo frustrated, and
she's a little frustrated,” Perkins snid.
“But we're going to get through this,
and she's going to come back atrong.

they will do.”
The 5-foot-8 Vihtelic, who broke her
left, hooting wrist in a scri
with Redford Bishop Borgess, will be
out indefinitely, according to Perkins.
Vihtelic, who made the All-Lakes
Division tenm, averaged 12.4 points
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Team loadnr; Senior Carla Shade returns to play No. 1 sin-
gles for the Farmington Harrisun girls tennis team. Sce Page..
C3 for information about the Hawks. A ’

ers last year. She can play the point as

well as forward.

“She can score off the dribble, and
that’s a luxury to have as a coach,”
Collins said. “She’s a very good passer,
too. She makes others better because of
her ability to pass.”

Roble takes over for Jena Kluska at
the point and also has the ability to
score, according to Collins.

“She'a going to develop into a real

good player,” he said. “She has very
gm;d quicknesa and handles the ball
well.” .

Schumacher, who will start at for-
ward, is ono of the team's best athletes
and will be counted on to score points.

“She runs the floor well,” Colling
said. “She’s an excellent outside shoot-,
er and one of our better rebounders.”
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loss of key player

and aeven rebounds. She was the high
scorer in 11 of 22 games with a season-
high 27 points against West Bloom-
field.

“She's a very aggressivo kid who goes
to the boards and shoots the ball well,”
Perkins said. “She has renlly ent d

poet in Vihtelic's absence,

Gratz avernged nine points, seoring
20 in a district game against Farming-
ton Harrison, and six rebounds last
year and had an outstanding summer,
according to Perkins, .

“She was ing up all season, and

her all-round play and stepped up her
defense.

“We're going miss all that versatility
and bullheadedness in the paint, But
that's where Melissa Gratz can do the
samo kind of things. She's been at the
game a long time and ig able to adapt.”

Gratz, ono of six retwrning seniors, is
a §-9 power forward who was due to
start on the wing but will move to the

she was shooting superbly all sum-
mer,” Perkins said. “She’s a tcam lead-
er on the floor and is definitely going to,
bo an aaset.” .

The Raiders also return 6-5 forward
Katio Callahan, 5-3 guards Katie Dev-
ereux and Kellee Fournier, 65-0 guard
Diana Gustkey and 5-5 guard Rita
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New coach oversees
veteran Mercy team

BY DAN O'MBARA
BTAFF WRITER

Coach Beth Lipin refers to her Farm-
ington Hills Mercy tennia playora as
“the lovelies. It's just an endearing
torm,” sho said.

But opponents probably won't think

the Marlina so nico aftor seeing what
should be n mean Mercy tennis game,
accarding to Lipin.

“The girls want to got to stats,” she
said, “That's their focus because they
missed by one point last year, and I
think we're going to do it. As tho coach,
Tintend to keep them focused on that,”

Lipin beginse her firat scason at
Metcy, replacing Mike Arabucki, She
was the JV conch last year at perenniak
Class A power Bloomfield Hills Lahsor.

Lipin, 48, is tho vice president of a
family d freight brokerage compa-
ny but had been a Southfield Public
Schools teacher previously.

“I wanted to work with kids, and I
found my niche doing this (corching),”
she snid. “I do this becauso I love work-
ing with kids. Once a teacher always n
teacher.”

a GIRLS TENNIS

The Marlins boast an outstanding
No, 1 singles player in senior veteran
Aloxzandra Shade. She is UBTA
ranked and defeated Lahser'a Colleer
M;Hugh in a dual meet Monday, 0.3,
6-2,

“She's a very good playsr, and |
expect to see her at statos along with
the team,” Lipin said, adding Shade
haa the potential to win it all, “Bhe
really quite o dynamite player and an
assot to the team.”

Junior Heidi Wegmueller, who dldn’¢
play last year because of a shoulder
injury, playa No. 2 singles, senior Jeagj.
ca Banjon No. 3 and junior Safaly
Cahill No. 4.

“I think we have a very strong i
gles lincup,” Lipin said. “Thoy're rions
experienced and just a very good esm:
bination,

“Thoy'll only got atronger as the gey:
son progresses, and all have the pofeys
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