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Eager, nervous youngsters
gt back to books, learning

Editor’s  note:
These stories con-
tinue our "Back to
School” coverage for
the Farmington
school district.

BY TIM SMITH
HTAYP WRITER

Thore was a bit
of autumn in the air as book-bag toting
William Grace Elementary School
pupils waited Tucsday to get the all-
clear sign from crossing guard Alico
Heuwagen,

“Okay kids, go ahead,” said Heuwa-
gen, who catimated she started direct-
ing children across Shiawnssee about 20
yenrs ago.

Next came another pocket of cager
children and their just-as-cager par-
ents, seeing them off on the first day of
the 1997-98 school year.

“Are you now?" asked Heuwagen,
leaning toward 7-ycar-old Kelly Collins,
one of 268 students enrolled to attend
the Farmington district school.

Algo standing next to Kelly was her
mom, Ann Collins, who was trying to
help her child relax before the opening
bell. For the afterncon half-day, Collins

drove Kelly; parked along Shiawassee;
and walked with her daughter tho rest
of the way — a pattern followed by other
parcnts.

“You know it's overybody elso’s firat
day, too,” Collins reminded Kelly.

Including Willinm Grace principal
Katy Hill, who transforred during the
summer from Forost Elomentary
School.

“It'a a real specinl day,” Hill said, “It
doesn’t matter where you go it's the
same. Thoro's tho anticipation from the
students, the excitement and onorgy

from tho teachers and staff.”
Parents Lisa Rousscy and Jcnmfcr
Teddy also chap d their child

“Thero's a little bit of
nerves, but it all ends up
OK in the end,” said Hilli~
er, formerly of Dearborn.

ocy, _in. tcacher
Michelle Butchor’s firet-
grado clagsroom, aaid he
felt good, ready to start,
“I'm really excited. It just
feols really cool”

Juat on the other side
of the antrance, in Room
6, Jooy met up with his
teacher,

“Ilove what I do s0 much that I never
get nervous about it,” aaid Butcher,

the bu-ldxng. *I'm hnppy to have the
kida going back to school,” Roussoy eaid.

-*They can be back w:th their fnends,

nd doing di

hor 11th year at William
Gr.

ace.
Over at Enst M:ddlu School, pnnmpnl
Eugene b eeted

Teddy snid sho wanted to move into
the William Graco neighborhaod, in
part, because she attended that school
herself. “It’s a real nice school.”

Students and parents then congregat-
cd outside the school, waiting for the
doors to open and the ycar to start.
Among them were parent Cheryl Hillier
and her 6 1/2-ycar-old son Joey, new to

760 stud on Tncsdny Sixth grnder;

ded ori an
{ater toured the building. Seventh- and
eighth-grade students followed their
regular class echedules, albeit for abbre-
vinted sessiona,

Seaborn, an artist in his sparo time,
looked to his hobby for an annlogy to
describe the new year. “I look at each
year a8 8 new painting. I look for differ-

Statf lunch:
Assistant
Superin-
tendent
Judy
White
knows a
good cook
has to
have a
taste, even
as she
turns hot
dogs Mon-
day.

%

the district,
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District’s picnic is
back-to-school
‘reunion’ for staff

BY TiM 8MiTH
STAFF WRITER

Hot dogs, ice eream bars, hugs
and handshakes. You'd swear o
big family reunion was going on
Monday at Shiawassce Park.

The hubbub was the Farming-
ton Public School District’s “Wel-
come Back” picnic. Administra-
tors and school board members
grilled and greeted while
employees — 1,460 were invited —
munched and mingled.

“It does seem just like a family
reunion,” said Farmington High
School principal Jim Myers.
“You have relatives you sce all
the time in your immediate fami-
ly and others you don't see.”

Falling in the former category
would be FHS medin techniciun
Ken Hirsch, waiting in line to
snare some hot lunch. “I think
it's a great way to get a bunch of
people togother, not just from
one school, but from the whale
district. It'll help out a lot.”

Standing not far from Hirsch
was Powor Middle School teach-
cr Jerry Ross, o 22-year veteran
in the district.

“It's & nica gesture,” Rosa said,
*“It gives us an opportunity to get
together and talk to people wa
don’t see that often.”

According to Kristin Kilner,
new kindergarten teacher at
Wood Creck Elementary School,
the picnic added to what has
been “a great kick-off. Everybody
should be pumped up and ready

here,”

Concurring was Forest Ele-
mentary School teacher Kathy
Koperski, “It just makes every-
thing atart out well.”

Besides food and hello’s,
employees participated in a raf-
fle, sang a rousing version of
“Happy Birthday, Johnny” to
Farmington High School assis-
tant principal John Barrett and
waved purple “T.E.A.M." pen-
nants, atanding for “Togother
Everyone Achieves More!”

Thoy also cmoycd an apcnmg

High School Mnrching Band.
The only downer of the whole
day was the fact that the band
was without critically injured 16-
yoor-old Meliasa Garr, paort of
Inst year’s color guard

“We're missing something
right now,” said FHS Principal
Myoers. “It'a gort of a anddened
feeling knowing she'd be here
participating.”

Several school board members,
some who had been put to work,
liked the ides of starting the
year off in such a unified way.

“We work together,” said board
member Priscilla Brouillette, “So
to celebrate together is impor-
tant, too, Clearly, we're success-
ful. It's important to take the
time to celebrate that success,”

Brouillotte and board col-
luuguu Jack Inch ngreed that the
plcnlc might genorate enough
to booat

to start.R-

One by one, employees hugged
or shook hands with Superinten-
dent Bob Maxfield on their way
to through the hot dog line.

*People don't usually sce each
other,” Maxfield snid. “As you
can see, just by the way people
are mingling, that this {s a great
way to got started. We may have
set ourselves an annual tradi

the bond issue publicity drive.
Voters, on Tuesday, Sept. 16,
will decide a two-part propusnl
totaling $93.1 million.

“Absolutely,” said Inch, polish-
ing off a Good Humor ico cream
bar. “I think it makes the per-
sonnel have a muwr pride and
fecling of bel

SChOOIS from page Al

the district’a general fund bud-

.

Cowan said class size projec-
tions for the district wero set last
spring. Ho noted that a lato
influx of etudents into tho
Willinm Graco attendance area,
including o brand now subdivie
sion at 10 Mile-Inkstor roads,
contributod to tho unforescon

Tobl
P "l‘hn projnctionn worked out

well clsewhero,” Cowan anid,
“All of a suddon we had an influx
of 12 kids” in the third and
fourth grades.

Ununlly, the district prefers
waiting o week or two after the
start of achool to determino if
additional teachers are nceded

"Tho last thing you want to do
in jump too soon and have 10 no-
shows,” ho said.

ent resulta.”

“I'm looking forward to a good year at
East,” Seaborn continued. *We had a
large turnover, there are 11 new teach-
ers. So I'm looking for bright ideas and
now enthusiosm from teachers.”

Famlilar

8 bus for
their new’
achool
year.

HIAYY III0TO DY LRTAN MITCEILL

One of the newer rules ia for East &
dents to not carry book baga in the halt.”
ways. Instead, 08 & snfuty precaution,.
thcy must empty them into lockers ol
the beginning of the school day. M

One of those new teach Beth
Rubel, spoke to sixth grade students
about goals, teamwork and expecta-
tions,

“We aro expectmg you to be on your
best bohavior,” Rubel said. “This is your
school, You'll be hore for three years,
Respect your desks and the halls. This
is your place.”

The math teacher instructed students
to take homo the summary of rules and
regulations, for parents or legal
guardians to review with them,

Just down the hall, science tencher v
Darlene Egbert-Oliver welcomed stu..
dents to her classroom, dubbed “Team:
Emerald City” — complete with a “yellow
brick rond” taped onto the floor tiles, -

But did the Wizard of Oz as stringent-
Iy warn Dorothy to not break tho rules?.
“If you brank a rule once, you got o’
warning,” Eghnrt-olwor said, “If you:
break a rule thce, it's 10 minutea in lhb
penalty box.”

Ploase sce (N SCHOOL, AQ,

semi-annu

clearan

say goodbye to summer merchandise,

hello savings!

storew

now take

an additional
o)

off

already reduced
merchandise

' %
total savings up to 75 Off and more.

*as identified by signs.

Reductions taken at the register.
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