Karen Nixon
Lane leads
the Farming-
ton Area Phil-
harmonicina
concert fea-
turing violin-
ist Nigel
Kennedy 8

8 pam. at Fuerst
N Auditorium,
Novi High
School. Tick-

N ots $16-840,
available at
Ticketmaster
outlets and
the Farming-
ton Area Phil-
harmonic,
(248) 478-
2075.

The Franklin Cider Mill, on the
northwest corner of Franklin
Road and 14 Mile Road opens
for the season. Hours are 8 a.m.
to 6 p.m. Saturdays and Sun-
days, 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday-
Friday. Call (248) 626-8261 for *
information.

Steve Bills is appearing with
Joel Zimmer at Mark Ridley’s
Comedy Castle, 269 E. Fourth
St., Royal Oak. Show time 7:30
p.m, call (248) §42-9900. A

Hot tIx: Roomful of Blues
performs 9:30 p.m. Satur-
day at the Ford Detroit
Montreux Jozz Festival,
The Labor Day weekend
Jazz festival, at Detroit's
Hart Plaza, features a
dozen national headliners,
maore than 40 Detroit and
Michigan artists, and.
almost two dozen high
echool and college bande.

Just Jousting: (Right) Full-con-
tact armored jousting is just
one of the many activities at

the Michigan Renaissance Fes-
tival. Cheer for your favorite

challenger on the Field o,
Upson Downs. (Above) Story-
teller Salvatore Palombo Jr.
entertains at the Michigan
Renaissance Festival.

FESTIVAL REDEFINES '90S

‘Inieractive experience

BY FRANK PROVENZANO
STAYP WRITER

hankfully, the Michigan

Renaissance Festival's latest

roincarnation doesn't include
cute and fashionably hip animated
figures looking as if they've
stepped fromDisney’s back Jot. Nor
is there an obsessive rcliance on
technologicolly induced illusions to
conjure a 16th-century village.

At the heart of the charming
annual festival “whore pleasure
reigns and merrymaking rules” ia a
much-welcomed reliance on per-
haps the greatest invention of all -
flesh-and-bones personality.

With a cadre of thespions amid a

turreted sctting of strofling musi- -

cians, high-court kings, queens and
jesters, the Michigan Renaissance
Festival redefines tho 19908’ “inter-
active experience,”

Grab an over-sized turkey leg,
sip b Dragon’s Breath Ale and step
along in the villago of Hollygrove, a
tranaformed rolling plot of land
near Holly, just south of Flint,

In epirit and architecture, Holly-
grove rescmbles a Renaissance vil-
lage, including about 160 shops,
authentic cuisine, games, rides
along with dramatie, musical and
comedic performances from some of
the aren’s best ad libbera, .

Games like throwing a wet
sponge at a target tied to a bucket
filled with water hung over the
head of an opponent captures the
simple charm that may even break
through a child's moat intenso
video-gamo trance. Other gamea
inelude archery and a life-sizemaze.

Full-contact armored jousting
will ploase current-day Big-Time
Wrestling and gridiron connois-
scurs, And hand-crafted wares
should satiate the cravings of

. weckend shoppers. .

Meanwhile, for those with an
appetite for culinary diversity, the

. Rennissance-style culsine of soup-
in-n-broad bowl, scotch eggs and -

jumbo turkey egga reveals that'
tasty fast-food isn't a 20th-century
invention.

An imaginative leap
While the games, shops and food

certainly offer n taste of the time,
it's the improv perfc of the

W What: 18th Annual Michigon Renols-
sance Festival
@ When: 10 o.m. to 7 p.m. weekends
and Labor Doy, Aug. 30-Sept. 28
W Where: Entrance on Dixle Highway,
ono mile nerth of Mount Holly )
{between Pantioc and Flint), I-756
Northbound: Take ExIt 106 {Grand
Blanc}, go two blocks, turn left onto
Dixlo Highway southbound, travel two
milas south, entrance on the right
{wost). ’
W Ticketa: At tho gate - $22.95,
adults; $5.95, chlidren oges 512; In
ndvance - $11.50, adults; $5. children
oges 5-12, Children under oge 4 admit-
ted free, Avallable at Kroger Supormar-
kets and porticlpating BP Gas Sta-
Uons.
B Informatlon: Cali (B0O) 601-4848:
WEB SITE -
hitp://members.eol.com/Renfestml,
‘Woekond Thomes:
« Aug, 30-Sept. 1 - Follow the Silk
Rond

o

+ Sept. 6-7 - High Soas Adventure
* Sopt, 13-24 - Highlond Fling

* Sapt, 20-21 - Harvest Huzzoh

* Sept. 27-28 ~ Sweot Endings

an audition, then trained in the
speech and manner of the Renais-
sance during workehop sessions
prior to tho mid August cpening.
Starting as a mero ogre 15 years
ago, Gary Burton of Garden City
has risen from peasantry to nobili-
ty as King Morgan, ruler of Holly-

grove.

“We offer a _glimpse at what
might have been,"snid Burton, who
acts in community theater and
works as a freolance designor.
“Ench day at the festival the audi-
ence seems to have a different per-
sonality”

Burton, who wears a costume he
designed, plans to audition for
Detroit's Second City. “Working
hero has strengthened my improv
ability,” he said.

“It's n constant performance as
long as you're in costume,” said
Kim Fletcher, Mistress of the Feast,
who is also a publicist for tho Oak-

land University Drama Depart-
-ment.

“It's working without a fourth
wall” said Flotcher, referring to the
direct interaction with an audience
whereby tho imaginary wall
il:«‘.tv\men t)‘zvu stage and the audience

Rennissance Age characters that
distinguishes the festival each year.
- . The actors are chosén based on

The only rute, said Rob Liat of
Lako Orion, is to do anything to
make poople laugh, As the Town

Fool, List can be found bathing in
mud, using a hair plek to pick his
nose or trying to sell garbage to
those who crosa his path.

“My father came to town to soll
his warcs and didn't do 8o well,”
said the Town Fool. “So,he left me
hore instead. I'm the Forrest Gump
of the Renaissance.”

An applo dangles from the top of
his head attached to a wire band
that runs around his head. “It's all

-just qne long stand-up routine,”

anid List, who appeared last year
in Oakland University's “All in the
Timing.”

It doesn’t take List very long to
got into character. “As soon as I put
the apple on myhead, I'm there.”

Jewel in the mist

In a Renaissance world without
mass medin, nows traveled the old
foshioned way: through the town's
gossips. Forget about libel laws or
glander in Hollygrave,

Melisaa Walsh of Southficld is
one of the gossiping Sisters Wolf.
The three sisters who've been
together at the festival for the lost
four years create rumors or “just
embellish,” snid Walsh, a medical
atudent at the University of Michi-

gan.

The Sisters Wolf want only walk
up to men and ask if théy're
“encumbered,” or in other words,
“attached to a woman."” If so,
they’re not boyond anorting at the
women who accompany the men.

But it's hardly bawdy or distaste-
ful, Quite the contrary, there's a
conviviality that's contagious,

“We've learned that it's all about
people skills,” said Jennifer Smith,
a drama student at Oakland Uni-
versity, one of the Wolf sisters.
Smith of Auburn Hills also works
with handicapped people.

“Interacting with people here is o

training for dealing with all types -

of people in life,” she said.

Walsh recalled secing an clderly
person who watched the procoed-
ings from afar. She found some
timo to spend onc-on-one. “It's raro
during life (outside of Hollygrove)

to spend 15 minutes with someano .

who you might not know and who
really needa company,” she said.
And it's equally raxe in today's
high-tech amuaement world to find
the warmth of the human spirit

_sparkle like a jewel in a primoval

mist.

"Mpahalia Jackson,

* Gallup Park on

Falsettos

R What: Jowlsh Encomble
Theatro's flest muslcal pro-
duction,

M Where: Aaron Da Roy The-
atro, Jewlsh Community Cen-
ter, 6600 W, Mople, Wost
Bloomfleld. -

10 \vhen: Scpt. 3 to Oct. 5.
‘Wednesday, Thursday o
Sunday performances ot
7:30 p.m. Soturdoy perfor-
mances ot B p.m. Sunday
motinees ot 2 p.m. No perfor-
mances Oct. 1 ond 2,

8 Coat: $13-$23.

M Cak; {248)788-2900.

BY HUGH GALLAGHER
STAV? WRITER

Stephen Sond!
cal, “Fal

Marvin, tho central character in “Falscttos,” wants it all -
his' wife, his family and his male lover - beeause Marvin
believes in *a tight knit family ... a group that harmonizea®

Tho opening preduction in the Jowish Ensemblo Theatre's
new season is an unusual musical look at “family values”

William Finn began his “Marvin Trilogy” in 1979 with a
one-nct chamber musical, “In Trousere.” This was followed by
*March of the Falaottos” and *Falsottoland.” In 1992, Finn
collaborated with James Lapine (who hod collaborated with
heim) to merge the three plays into one muai-
" which won rave reviews and a Tony Award

JET goes musical with ‘Falsettos’

for Best Score on Broadway. )
“The basic theme he deala

ing”

Marvin (playcd by John Sartor) is in hia 30s, married and
has & son ahout to have his bar mitzvah when he realizes
that ho's gay and leaves hia family for his male lover,
Whizzer (Brian Schulz). Marvin's ox-wife marries his psychi-
atrist and Marvin's lover develops AIDS, .

with is the extended family,
family values, what family values are,” said Nicholas Colan-
ni, director of the JET production. “Marvin says I want a
family. Finn sces Marvin as a little mixed up but well mean-

Jazz/Blues Fest
aims to educate
and entertain
By o

The mission of the Ann Arbor Blucs
and Jazz Festival - held this year
Thursday-Sunday, Sept. 4-7, through-
out Ann Arbor -~ is to support the music
and educate tho audience about it.

For its 26th anniversary, festival
organizers are taking it a step further
with onhanced opportunities {or funs to
meet with the artists and learn about,
the history of bluea and jazz, and for »
children to be expased to'nrt. 3

The festival will kick off Thuraday,
Sept. 4, with the
presentation of
threo movies at

the Michigan
Theater in Ann
or.
The program
begins at 6;30
p.m. with “A Lifo
‘Well Spent,” a 44-
minuto film biog-
raphy of Mance
Lipscomb, and
“The Blues Tho Ann Arbor Blvos and
pocordinglo SRR
f Pt + annivi
e femeger
X - on . Sept.
minute film 4 - Sunday, Sopt. 7.
g{:uut l'.hn ’ngus s o Semeculc
ues legen B Buddy uy with special
both of ghicl’: are  Russts otinnks Duseatt
by filmmaker Les ;’ﬁ":‘ﬁﬂ’;"'s!m" H-':t:'lﬂ:"g
Michigan Theater, 603 Lb-
Ble};z ona orly (5 hoit Slock weet of

State Slroot naar tho Unl-
yersity of Michigon centrol
campus), Ann Arbor, Tick-
ets are $25 razerved, ond

Summera Day" a
full-length film

“h;;‘iq“ﬁng the  ssogolgcice.
19 owport ] Ith The Lau-
Jazz Festival, . 1"°m;ﬂ: 5‘:- p.m.

te
will be shown ot !.samgay. Sept. B, S be
7 p.m. It features

Louis strong, Ashley (0no block west of

Chuck Berry, sirest), Arn Aroo. Tick
Dinah Washing: o Medetki sarim o0

ton, dhelonf Ui rock ohmaon opd T
Monk, Gerry Gilers, Miss Lavelle White,

Mulligan; Jimmy -  Mudpuppy, nd Lady Sun-
Giuflre, Anita
O'Day, Jack Tee-
garden, Chico
Hamilton, Sonny

wrdey, Sept. 6, ot Gollug
Park, Gotes open ot 31

a.m,
Marcin Ball, Bosu Jocque

Stitt, George ;Tn:;;‘%';::
i Edwards, Sex:
Sheemgid SO

Reminiscent to
the HO.R.D.E.
Festival's work-
shop atage, the'

School. Gatos open at 13
am.
s ioin  Forthe Galiup Pack peror.
'mect tho artist”  ryuces, tickots aro $24
segment of the fot 6 one-day pass or $25
festival will allow  fortwocm passin,
fans to converse  (especlively tho doy of the
with artists like shows; Students moy por.
chasa tickets for 312 for 8

Medeski Martin

A one-doy pass o $20 for a
nnd\;Vood, Miss Inw:yy pass in advance, |
Lavelle White, or $14 and $25 respoc.

s tively 1he gay of tha shor:
Maorcia Boll,and  S3i¥oue-ahith inctudes
Honeyboy the Buddy Guy shaw, tha
Edwﬂfdﬂ in a Kurt Elling 1ato show, ond

o twoday poss ta Gollup
wooden shelter ot parcis $55,or $75 to
the back of Include tho Mich'gan The-
sler gold circio soats.
Tichets 7o available etz
Ticketmasier outlots, ans.
Schoolklds Records
P)'s Usad Records and
CDs, both In Ana Arbor,

Saturday and
Sunday, Sept. 6-
7. Like the movie
series, the artist
meet-and-grecta
were not a heavi-
ly promoted picce
of the festival
last year, Brown

Theater ot 5:30 p.m.
“lazx umme:*s D
ot 7 p.m. Thursdoy, So

suid 4, Tickels ase $8.50 al
P the door, -
It began last For mote information, cate
year, but we've (:u'jé gguuus(ngl. ;z;m
84 ), of ) 747
really developed  Goly o/ idi the wabsit,

it this year," said
Shary Brown, a
member of the Ann Arbor Blues and
Jazz Festival's board of directors. “The
audience can come and listen to the
artista talk in a much more intimate
getting about the influences on their -
musie, their livea and their back-

bitp://vww,90music.com.

Please seo JAZZ, E2

1
3
El

Plonso sco FALSENOS, 3 Govich, John

ahine anc the X Band, Sat- * " -

Famlly sltuatlon: Rehearsing a scene from
the musical “Falsettos” are, left to right,
Nicholas Cornfitld, Jeff Nahan, Milicia

artor and Brian Schulz.

S




