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grounds. The response from the
artists has been fabulous”

Whilo their porents are listen-
ing to music, children con paint,
gluo, color and croato worka of
art with volunteers from the Ann

bor Art A iation’s Art Ven-

topics aro about classic jazz and
thoy're mado about the artista
who are important to the art
form.”

Ann Arbor will be a hotbed of
blues and jozz. Buddy Guy and

tures Workshop.
“Jiffy Mixes sponsors that
tent. They use Jnn‘y Mix products

Bassctt and the Blues
Insurgents will perform at 8 p.m.
Friday, Sept. &, ot the Michigan
Thl.'nt.or Kurt Elling and the

to make
We get some prctty blg kids in
there too.

Brown explained that when
adding progrums, the board of
directors looks at the goals of the
featival and ways in which they
can be accomplished.

“There's a varicty of ways that
we can do that,” said Brown
whoge “day job” is art fair dircc-
tor for the Ann Arbor Summer,
Holiday, and Greektown art
foizs,

*Dnc is by making the festival
nftractive to families eo that kids
¢t an introduction in o huppy
entertmmnu way to the music.
Another is to provide informa-
tibn to others that are interested
irf it. Film can do that. The films
thnt we've chosen this yeor, the

d Trio hit the
B\rd of Paradise stage at 8:30
p.m. and 10:30 p.m, Friday and
Saturdoy.

Gallup  Park will host
H.O0.R.D.E. Festival vetorans
Medeski Martin and Weod, along
with Don Byron Qunrtut Big
Jack Johnsbn and the Oilers,
Lavelle White on Saturday, Sept.
6. Local acts Mudpuppy and
Lady Sunshine and the X Band
il out tho bill that day.

Marcia Ball, Beau Jncqun nnd

Ann Arbor's premiere parka. It's
a spectacular sotting. There's big
boautiful trees, a large grassy
arca, and the river runs by it. We
hava a large tent so we're thore
rain or shine,” Brown said,

This year, local restaurants
Amer's Deli, Mr. Rib, Philly’s,
Macaroni Grill, and the Burro
will offor their specinlties.
Eapresso Expross nnd Ben and
Jerry’s will also sot up shop.

Humble beginnings

The Ann Arbor Blues and Jazz
Festival began as a grassroots
ovent in 1972 with a mission to
offer o variety of music. Due to
burenucratic red tape, the festi-
val closed two years later but
was reaurrected in 1992 by a
%a;oup of voluntuora from Ann

created the children’s nrea to
keap kids busy while adults
watched the performers,

The festival is now run by its
21.member board of directors
which is responsible for baoking
the acts, secking out volunteers,
coordinating food vendors, pro-
ducing souvenir merchandise,
marketing and ticket sales.

“Board membera were sclected
for the unique talents and expe-
rience that each of them bring to
the fostival,” said board presi-
dent Bob Barden. “Our board
includes a lawyer, o CPA, the
host of a jozz radio program, and
many with event production and
marketing experience. They vol-

Falsettos

unteer their time because they
love blues and jnzz and want the
festival to succeed.”

Throughout the 26 ycars, the
primary changes have been
within tho audience ﬂl'ld finan-

*Southern Comfort help oase the
financial burden, Official featival

. merchandise like T-shifts and
buttons help support the fostival
and “let the people in Ann Arbor .
take their momories with them
to wear thr

cial matters, Brown

“Some of them are the same
people, they are just 26 yeara
older and they're bringing their
kids. One of the changes is spon-
sorships, Twenty years ago we
were supported entirely on ticket
sales, The economic realities of
producing a festival like this are
very different than they wore 26
years ago.”

Various sponsors including
The City of Ann Arbor and

from page E1

h tha year,”
Brown said.

She guarantacs those memo.
ries of younger and older per.
formers will be good ones.

“The lincup's oclectic and
that'a the fun of it. The original
blues and jazz festival mixed
young performera with the icona
of the genre. That's what thia
festival continues to do.” -

r's L, entert

the Zydeco Hl-RnIIeru
Edwards, Paul Kollor Soxtot,
Transmission, and the 2:00 Jozz

" Band fill Gallup Park with music

on Sunday, Sept. 7.

“We're very lucky to have the
outdoor segment of the featival
at Gallup Park, one of the City of

and b

Keoping with the founders’
vigion, the volunteers brought it
into the 19908 by adding arts
and crafts exhibits at Gallup
Park, more venues for music,
and souvonir merchandise. Feati-
val co-founder Peter Androws

Finn tells this complicated
story with humor, dramn and
music, “Falscttos” js sung
throughout without spoken din-
logue but, aleo, not at operatic
range,

“He's ¢created o new way to go,
not opera or musical comedy,”
Cotanni anid. “He has a good
sonse of melody, a beautiful
senec, but he has an off-centered,
skewed view of life.”

Colanni, a retired od cxccutlve
who lives in T¢

boyfriend in Brighton when she
heord abovt the JET pr

Nick Curnfeld of Rochester, o
2.

and leaped at the opportunity,

“It's a wonderful part,” she
said. “You go from laughter to
tears. It's one of the parts I've
nlways wanted to do. A friend of
mine just got to play Marin in
‘Sound of Music’ and I was talk-
ing to her about this play and
she said, *That's  your Maria. And
she's right, it is.”

Govmh toured with Carol

JET's firat production in 1990,
“The Man in the Glass Booth”
and most recently directed
“Torch Song Trilogy” for JET,
which also deals with homosexu-
ality.

Colanni anid JET artistic
director Evelyn Orbach had seen
the Brondway production and
decided it would be the right
choice for the theater’s first
musical,

“It'a very unusual. Despite the
fact that it tclls n story, if you
looked at it, it is all unrelnted
scenes. It's very episodic,” said
Colanni. “It’s not integrated like
most contemporary musicals,”

Milicia Govich, who plays Mar-
vin'a abandoned wife Trina, snys
the play ia very intimate.

“It’s so real and funny, hysteri-
cally funny,” she said.

Govich, a New York City-based
actress, was visiting her

in “Hello Dolly” and
hus performed in many produc-
tions in and out of New York.

“I'm delighted to be part of
this,” she said, “Now York is not
the only place to do theater”

Colanni and Govich nota that
although the play is sung
throughout, it isn’t opera.

“The music is very Sond-
heimesque, It's really about act-
ing, not what a pretty veice you
have,” Govich said,

Colanni said that the “recita-
tive™ is really private talks and *
cach of the characters is strongly
drawn and very opinionated. He
snid Finn doesn’t take sides
event though Finn admits that
Marvin is like himself.

Even the young son voices hia
views, oL one point telling his
parents, “Just because you failed
us parents, don't take it out on

The role of the son is played by

at

“Jason'a a mellow kid,” said
Nick, a student at Hart Middle
Schaol. “He'a more mature than
anyone ¢lae,”

Nick in quite mature himself
when discussing the play.

“It's about coping and family
values,” he said. *1 like how ho's
the most mature while everyone
clse in going crazy.”

ick has performed in the
Mundow Brook production of
“Christmas Carol” four times
and counts veteran actor Booth
Colman among his friends. He
his also performed in “Shadow-
lands® at Meadow Brook and
with tha Avon Players.

He anid right now he's consid-
ering cither acting or the law as
a careor. His all-time favorite
show is “Les Miserables,” which
he has seen four times,

The music will be provided by
a three piece band of pinnist,
synthesizer and percusajon
under the direction of Ben
Cohen.

Other plays in the JET season
are: “The Shiva Queen,” Nov. 26
to Dee. 31; “Taking Sides,” Feb,
11 to March 8; “Tho Cometery
Club,” April 22 to May 24; and a
Festival of New Plays, Mny 27 to
June 28.

‘Hoodlum’ guilty of ponderousness

BY JOHN MONAGHAN -
BPECIAL WRITER

Ellsworth “Bumpy” Johnson is
the kind of guy that, even with a
gun pointed at his head, will look
you straight in the eye and
remind you to shoot straight. As
played by Laurence Fishburne in
the new movie “Hoodlum,” he
becomes a Robin Hood-style folk
heroto Dcpresnmn-l.'m Harlem.

His legend is done only pass-
able justice by director Bill

e, whose amkb

They are played reapactively
{and with great gusto) by Andy
Garcia and Tim Roth.

They exist as two sides of a
bad penny. Schultz, who can't get
through a sentence without the
foulest of expletives, contrasts
with Luciano, whose high stylo is
actually more in line with John-
son's. Schultz despises them
both,

To his credit, Duke and writer
Chris Brancato do establish the
social strata of the mob. The cin-

-epic loses steam about halfway
b

upul.l and prod
di hile, create a

through its aver t run-
ning time. The same thing hap-
pened with his 1991 premier “A
Rage in Harlem,” which squan-
dered an equally strong black
cast with ponderous plotting and
two-dimensional characters.

The real Johnson worked the
numbers racket {or illegal neigh-
borhood lottery) in Horlem dur-
ing the 1930s, going head-to-
head with Lucky Luciano and
Dutch Schultz, two far more
familiar gangaters of the day.

passable mphca of Harlem.

The movie's conscience comes
from the missionary turned moll
played by (or rather posed by}
former Miss Amorica Vaneassa
Willinms. She forces Bumpy to
confront the blood that he is
shedding on the streets of a
once-peaceful Harlem, still in the
midst of its cultural renaissance,

From Bumpy's point of the
view, numbers running is worth
protecting. During tho Depres-

sion, ha soys, “it’s the enly home-
grown business a blnck man can
feed his family on.” Duke has
asaembled a superb supporting
cast, Clarence Williams, atill best
known from his dnya on the
“Mod Squad,” is one of Schultz’s
right hand men, Cicely Tyson
plays “The Queen,” the Enst
African matriarch whose Harlom
“bank” Bumpy pledges to pro-
tect, Fishburne, though well cast
in the lead, is shown in way too
many shots contemplating in
front of a chess bonrd. Whils
moking him a deep thinker (oven
a poet), you raraly understand
what motivates him outsido of
hia stoadfast loyalties to his
cousin Iinols (Chi McBride) and
especially “The Queen,” |
“Hoodlum" wants it both ways,
maybe more. It strives for the
at of '30s t
films u!ung thh the-attitude of
modern *gangsta” rap. It also
wanta the depth of “The Godfa-
thor”, Only tho firat goal is
achioved by the final act.
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