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Canton-based Jamaican jazz band ‘Flip(s) F'real’ over new CD

By CHRISTINA Fuoc!
HTAFY WIITER °

. The musical diversity of the
Ganton-based Jamaican jazz
band The Articles s cvident by
l§ok5ng at a list of venues in and
£igy ot which it has ployed.
* Local punk shows, upscale pri-
yate partics, warchouse keggors,
cocktail lounges, weddings, cofe-
terias, and nursing homes (hon-
. vatly, they say), have housed the
- 8ix-person instrumental band.
< On its recent U8, tour in sup-
“port of its debut CD “Flip F'renl”
(Moon Ska NYC), The Articles
even played a Moxican restau.
rant in Huntsville, Ala.
« Guitarist Paul Phelpa of Can-
_ ton explained that kids through-
dut the United States host con-
.¢erts in odd places and seo how
‘many of their friends show up.
Although there wasn’t much of a
PA system at the reataurant,
Phelps said those shows sti)l
liave their good points.

“I"d like to play with a gaod
gound system but ot the same
time, it'a a lot of fun to play those
kinds of shows — especially with
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what we're doing. With our hern
players's solos, their mood affects
what they play. When wo play a
ahow like that kind, the guys
tond to (experiment more) and
do stuil that thoy wouldn't do in
a more proper atmosphere.”

“Those kinds of shaws are defi-
nitoly a blast.”

The Articles is performing two
“proper” shows within tho next
month. The band will hold its CD
release party for “Flip F'real” at
8 p.m. Thursdey, Aug. 28, with
the Chicago soul/ska band The
Adjustars at the 7th House, 7 N.
Soginaw, in Pontiac. On Friday,
Sept. 6, it opens for Mustard
Plug at The Palladium, 175680
Frazhe, in Roseville.

The CD releaso party will be
filmed by Ground Zero Produc-
tions, a company knawn for its
snowboard vidcos, for possible
use in & music video.

“Our labol Moon has a number
of banda that have vidoos on
MTV and M2, and are often in
the audio beds of shows like ‘Sin-
gled Out’ and ‘Dennis Rodman's
World Tour.’ Qur CD has aold a
little better than everybody
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oxpected and thoy've hinted
around the idea of us doing ene,”
Phelps explained.

Actually, he added, he would
prefer to not do a video.

“Our album, at least when 1
liston to it, there really isn't one
song that really kind of aticks
out or anything. All the songs
work better as o whole. [ think
I'd bo a little uncomfortablo play-
ing one song out of context,” ho
said.

Influonced by jnzz playera
‘Theldnious Monk, Miles Davis,
and Louis Armstrong, The Arti-
cles was formed three years ago
by Phelps and his brother and
trumpet player Derck Phelpa
after the demise of their provi-
ous band, Superdot. Since then,
the duo has solidified the line-up
which includes alto sax player
Miko Rehfus, formerly of Birm-
ingham, stand-up bass playor
Jim Hohner, drummer Dan Mar-
gulis, and tenor sax player
Shawn Stillwell.

The Articles is one of the few
bands in the Midwest that
arranges its music in the style of
the Jameican jozz, the roots of

ska music born in the Kingat
ghottos of the 1980s that blends
traditional island music with
American R&B. On “Flip Frreal,”
Tha Articles take it a atep fur-
ther injecting be-bop, R&B, Rus-
sian folk, reggae, swing and aka,
The title “Flip F'real” comes
from the Thelonioua Monk film
biography “Straight No Cheser.”
Tho title is not only a §

erowd at Xochimilco r
in Dotroit's Mexicantown.

“When we started playing it, it
tended to havo a more of a lnid
back Latin-type of vibe,” Phelps
explained about the origine of
“Sketches of Xochis.” “Then Miko
drew the parallel when we were
trying to find & way to introduce
the song. He came up with the

ing. It's the same kids who listen’ -
to Mustard Plug or the Mighty®
Mighty Bosstones. Tho next
night we might do a 21 and oldc!
show, we don't change a thing! -
and thoy're having just as much?
fun and dancing just as hard™ -

“And for the most part, S
1ot moro fun for us. In a lot of;
ways, punk ska or skacore hag

of its influences but its sound.
*He's standing there and this
woman comes up to him and
asks him for his autograph. After
ho signed it, he snid “‘When she
reada that she's gonna flip, Sha's
going to flip for real I thought
that was a good title, It gives the
iden of being upaide down. The
ska tempo is upeide down. Jt's
flipped compared to regular pop.”
‘The titles of the songs on “Flip
F'real” represent sketches of life
in Detroit and its suburbs. The
Phelps brothers wrote five songs
on the album including “You're
Bread and Butter Pickles, Baby,"
“A Soundtrack to Snturday
Night,” and “Octasambn.”
“Sketches of Xochis® could fill
the bustling 2 a.m. Sangria

Greg Kinnear
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try, ot all-oges shows our audi-
ences are young. Kids are danc-

horn line alluding to the song
‘Skotches of Spain’ by Miles
Davis and Gil Evans. Wo throw
in the Latin-type vibe. It remind-
ed us of Xochimilco.”

The 14-song CD also includes
songs by Joe Henderson, Charlic
Parker, Monk and the Skatalites,

“As we travel across the coun-

kind of run its courac. I don'l
think there really is much more’
that ean be done with it. With'*
neo-traditional ska, there's a lot
of renlly interesting thinga carg
be done with it” b
The Articles CD release party,:'
begins at 8 p.m. Thursday, Aug.:
28, at the 7th House, 7 N. Sagi..
naw, Pontiac. Tickets $6 at thi
door; call {248) 335-8100. ey
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