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By the numbers =

Grace under fire;

otting back to school on the right foot is
G important; Farmington school officials

should be tredited with trying to do
that.

First, the district hosted several sessions
for its new employces, to reinforce the dis-
triet’s gonl-l and expectations, Then, there wos
a picnic lunch to ensure n “family” feeling for
the staffers, niming to get them together for o
hig kickolT of the school year.

Finally, when the big first day came, the
district reacted swiftly and effectively to what
vould have been a difficult situntion with par-
ents at William Grace Elementary.

The problem was classroom overcrowding
and it put a number of parents squarely in
the face of the new principal at the school.
Their youngsters were starting the year in
classes with 31 dnd 29 students - instead of
the district’s elementary maximum of 26. The
purents weren't too pleased, “It’s not good for
the kids," one parent told Principal Koty Hill,

district answers

ns parents met near her office.

Hill listened to questions and compluints,
and she promised to try to help.

That's just what she did, reporting to par-
ents vin letter later that day that, yes, the dis-
trict’s administrators agreed to hire a new :
teacher to relieve the crowded classrooms at
Grace. Other schools are planning similar
adjustments to meet enroliments needs that
weren't projected.

A eynic might question the motives in two
of these events: Is it possible the staffer lun-
cheen was set up to help lobby staffers to vote
for the bond issue vote on Sept. 16? Would the
issuc at Grace have been settled as swiftly if
this newspaper’s reporter had not been a wit-
ness to the parent uprising on the first day of
school? We'll never know.

School parents should know, huwc.vvr that
district officinls are showing a creativity and
responsiveness that bodes well for the coming
school year,

Fashion event lauds triumphs over cancer

hey're scrappy fighters in their battle with
cancer. And they desperately want to get
on with their lives,

The young people who earn college schol-
arships through the Pediatric Cancer Sur-
vivers Scholarship Fund at Oakland County's
William Beaumont Hospital can thank the
Birmingham Downtown Merchants Associn-
tion. Its annual Fall Spectaculur benefits the
fund.

The cighth annual showease for the latest
in fall fashions runs 6 to10 p.m. Wednesday,
Sept. 24, in elegant tents behind Birming-
ham’s Townsend Hotel. Guests will dine on
hors d'oeurves and desserts courtesy of Birm-
ingham restaurants, silently bid on goods and
services donated by local merchants, splurge
in a live auction and enjoy a fashion show.
spotlighting the newest in clothing, eye wear
and hairstyles. Jim Harper of WNIC-FM
returns as master of ceremonies.

The evening holds artistic promise, with
dozens of fragrant creations from Birmingham
florists us well as antiques and fine art from
downtown galleries. General admission tick-
ets are $45. Patrons tickets are $125. For tick-
cts, please call the Fall Spectacular Hotline:
{248) 551-4560.

- Last year's record crowd for the Fall Spee-
tacular raised $100,000 for cancer survivers in
need of college tuition assistance — $40,000
more than the year before. The Spectacular
became the Pediatric Cancer Survivors Schol-
arship Fund's major donor in 1992, Since
1995, 14 $1,000 scholarships have been
awarded for up to four yeara, Three students
have graduated; 20 are still in college.

Frequent hospital stays for chemotherapy
and treatment of infections make it hard for
younyg cancer patients to maintain sufTicient
grades for college admittance. Their medical
needs prevent them from working to earn
enough money to cover tuition. Their parents
often are financially strapped because of med-
ical bills. A scholarship can help them fulfill
career dreams, Notes the American Cancer
Society staff in Southficld: “When you look
into the face of a cancer survivor, you see
courage, determination, strength of character
and an appreciation for life.”

When the Birmingham Merchants Associ-
ation approached Dr. Charles Main, Beau-

OAKLAND WATCH

W ‘Even with the best insurance,
there are an awful lot of expenses
with a chronically ill child. Some
parents have even gone into ,
retirement funds.”
Dr. Charles Main
—helped found Pediatric Cancer Survivors |
Scholarship Fund

every 1,000 American teens alive today has
survived cancer,

“Even with the best insurance, there are
an awful lot of expenses with a chronically ill
child,” Main said. “Some parents have even
gone into retirement funds.” :

This yenr, Main will award 20 scholar-
ships. He called the outpouring of support
generated by the Fall Spectacular “just like
Christmas.” The “vast majority of the patients
and parents who I meet,” he said, “are just
wonderful, wonderful pcople,”

Main said he had thought about a schol-
arship fund for years. Though he's thrilled
when students who are academic standouts
graduate, he's especially touched by the less-
gifted students who graduate thanks in part
to the scholarship. “Without that carrot in :
front of them,” Main said, “they might not .
have had the incentive, But they proved to be
self-sufficient and proud of themselves while
making their parents proud of them., They also
were proud to just be alive. They felt tremen- !
dous serendipity.”

Restaurateurs Judi and Bill Robeits own
200 Merrill, Edison's and Streetside Scafood
in Birmi; a8 well as Beverly Hilla Grill.

ment’s chief of pediatric t logy/oncalogy,
about teaming up in 1992, he recommended
creating a Pediatric Cancér Survivers Scholar-
ship Fund as the Fall Spectacular’s beneficia-
ry. He had the honor of awarding the first
three scholarships in 1995. That year, the
Beverly Hills resident told the audience that
when he became a pcdlulnc resident at St.
Jpseph Mercy Hospital in Pontiac in 1264,.
only 15 percent of children with cancer sur-
vived and there were no cures for childhood
I¢ukemin. Small strides since then have dri-
vin up the survival rate to 70 percent. One of

Judi says the Fall Spectacular “highlights all
the good things that are part of Birmingham
but also says we believe in the future of the
young scholarship winners,”

The focus is on fashion at the Fall Spec-
tacular, But the real stars are the young can-
cer survivors who make it to college — thanks
to the inspiration of Dr. Main, the generosity
of Birmingham merchants and the support of
Oakland residents,

Bob Skiar is managing editor of our Oak-
land County editions.

This wook In history as roported in past
‘editions of the Farmington Observer and the
Farmington Enterprise.

40 YEARS AGO — SEPT. 5, 1957 (ENTERPRISE)

. Farmington achool officials ¢xpected a
i‘ecord-aottmg 6,000 students to show up for
&chool on Sept. 5. Farmington Superinten-
dent G. V. Harrison said about 5,300 stu-
dents had been enrolled the first week of the
previous year.

25 YEARS AGO - AUQ, 30, 1972

: Alocal Ford dealer’s now 1872 cars had

clearance snle prices: A Mustung with nutn-
matic t ion, V-8 engino, whi
power stecring and brakes waos $2,890, while
a two-door Galaxie 500 with automatic,
power steering and brakes was $3,195.
2 YEARS AUO - SEPT. 4, 1995

Nancy Bates' run for her second term on
Farmington Hills City Council included her
denials that ehe wasn't sccking a state office.
“I hope to spend the rest of my days in Farm-
ington Hills working on issucs that affect
children and families,” Bates said.

QUESTION: 1
What did
you learn -
your first 4
week of
achool?
*l tearned about ‘1 learned some “Time tables. | "Writing out num-
vawels, it was o new math but liked It because it | bers In sla:dgrd
little hard." don’t remember was eosy and fun,' | and expande
We asked this whot It was called, ’ form; It was con-
question of Kovin Milior | 1t was cosy.” Josslca Davls | fyging.’
fifth graders at
Hiliside Ele- Choryl Maus Miko Oakloat
mentary
School.

Do your part: ‘yes, yes’

hat a wonderful way to start off the fall

in Farmington/Farmington Hills, 12,000
enger children are ready to learn and grow in
our classrooms,

As registered voters and citizens, we-adults
should do our part by voting yes and yes on
Tuesday, Sept. 16 for this very necessary bond
issuc.

Our older school facilities need some
updates and we're the people that can make
that happen. Both issues on the ballot necd to
be yes for the greatest investment you'll ever
make, our childre:'s future.

The Beard of Education has been ruperb
and prudent in listening to your concerns
about technology and working within fund
equity, and the regular budget to reduce the
bond by nearly 17 million dollars.

Now we need to do our part and go the
extra mile and vote yes/yes on Tuesday, Sept.
16.

See you at the polls!

Tina Jensen
Farmington Hills

Protect our reputation

he quality of education provided by Farm-

ingtan Public Schools is important to
everyone in the community, whether or not we
have children attending the public schools at
this time. We need to provide the opportunity
for a first-class education for the students —
todny and tomorrow. Further, we need to pro-
tect the reputation of Farmington as a fine
place to live, a reputation supported to a large
extent by our public schools.

The new and upgraded facilities and
improved resources that will be provided
thrnugh pusaugc of these bond i issues are

ing our pro:
grams as we move into the next century and
to maintaining Farmington as a place where
people choose to reside.

Please join me in supporting our public
schools and our community on Sept. 16,

Helenr Prutow
Farmington Hills

Curb those big trucks

hen is enough, ENOUGH! How many
pcoplc have to be killed before some-
thing is donc?

1- There is a need for luw, “Big trucks can
travel only 200 miles from its base” after two
years. Time needed to do this.

2 - We need trains that will travel from
Canada to Florida (24 to 36 hours) that pro-
vide ear tranaportation, eats, slecping and flat
cars for big trucks, Some stops in between,
Also cast coast to west const,

- 3 - We need a law immediately that big
trucks can only travel 45 miles per hour and

LETTERS

must stay to the right side of the highway

when at all possible.
Money for construction of new highways

from now on should be used to promote rail-
ronds so they ean hetter compete with the
trucking industry. The less big trucks on high-,. .
ways the better, .
Leslie Swanson

Farmington

Residents the greatest

tis with a great sense of humility that I

accept the uncontested nomination for re-
election as mayor of the City of Farmington
Hills,

This vote of confidence has truly touched
me as have the many kindnesses shown me by
the residents ns I have gone door-to-door in
the lost few months.

If re-elected, I pledge that in the next two
years I will continue to be the “voice of the res-
idents” and further expand citizen involve-
ment and participation in the decisions made
by city government that affect all our lives,

Twill inue to walk the neighborhoods in
the next few months and hope to talk to you at
your doorstep, to get you views on the issues
and programs that affect you.

Meanwhile, I hope that you can support two .. |0
recreational issues on the Nov. 4, 1997, ballot
- renewal of the parks and recreation millage
and passage of the charter amendment that
would protect Woodland Hills nature park
from any future development.

Again, thank you residents of Farmington
Hills. You are the greatest,

Aldo Vagnozzi, Mayor
City of Farmington Hills

Boycott China

t is time for all Americans to boycott goods

made in China. A good amount of the goeds * -
that we buy from China are put into their
army. China has the largest army in the world
and we should stop supporting a communist
government whose main target is to destroy
the U.S.

There is big corporation investing in China -
with no regard for the United States. Money is*
their only gonl. Wake up U.S. corporations
and invest your money back in the U.S, This ‘-
country is whiot made you all. Stop dealing
with the communista.

Yepram Dervahanian
Farmington Hills"

Opinlons are to be shared: We welcome your
Ideas, as do your nelghbors. That's why we
offer this space on a weekly basls for opinions
In your own words, We wiil help by editing for
clarity, To assure authenticity, we ask that you
sign your letter and provide a contact telephcne,
number,

Letters should be malled to: Editor, The Farm-.
Ington Observer, 33411 Grand River, Farming-" ...
ton Michigan 48335. Or they can be faxed to
2484779722,

Farmington Obsetrver :

DAVE VARGA, COMMUNITY EOITOR, 248-477-5450
STEVEN K. POPE, PUDUSHER & GENERAL MANAGER, 248-901-2595
BOD SKIAR, MANAGING EOITOR, 248-901-2563
PHILP SHERMAK, ASSISTANT MANAGING EOITOR, 248-901-2259
IIARX WARREN, CIRCULATION DIRECTOR, 248-901-2548

HOMETOWN COMMUNICATIONS NETWORK, INC. .

PHILP POWER, CRAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

OUuR MISSION: "Becanse we publlsh communily newspapers, we think about commum(yjournallam
in a fundamentally different way than our bigger competition. They consider themselves to be

JOHN REDDY, VICE PRESIDENT/ EDITORIAL

RICHARD AGINIAN, PRESIDENT  © *

independent from the storics and iti
ional and then di

they cover,
hing off to cover thi

in fo write the unusual or
else. We regard ourselves as both accurate

Journalists and as caring citizens of the communities where we work,™

— Philip Power .
! .




