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It’s time for kickoff in grid- plcks contest:

By BRAD EMONS
BTAFF WRITER

Ono game separated your fear-
leas high school football pmgnos-
ticators lost year.

My victorious counterpnrt, lhu
lucky Irishman, Dan O'Meora,
has a 7-3 record against me dur-
ing the past 10 years,

That wos almost as good as
Lou Holtz's won-lost percentage
during his term at Notre Dame.

But Lou is gone and now it's
time for the Bob Davie cra,

So my hopes are up substan-
linlly as we enter the 1998 sen-

\'Vho knows, Mr. O'Mcara may
suddenly go into the tunk and
pull a Cerry Fauat,

You know, these things run in
cycles.

I'm not going to apologize for
going 107-27 last year, but when
your partner goes 108-26, then
it's definitely the luck ofiho ven

Here is o sneak preview of this
weckend's nction,

And just remember, when it’s
Friday night, it's high achool
football time (not soccer, not
irls bagketball, as some athletic
directors insist it's becoming).

And from 10-11 p.m. cach Fri-

doy, your knowledgenble Observ-
cr sports staff will talk prep foot-
ball, reporting nnd anolyzing
weekly action, with the Iko Gril-
fin, the *"Megn Man,” on WXYT-
1270 (AM).

FRIDAY'S GAMES
{all 7:30 p.m, unless noted)

Borgess {4-6) at Ecorse (26), 4:30
p.m.: The Spartans hove a new hoad
conch In Werner Blakely, who was o
dafensive coordinator at Detralt Henry
Ford. The Spartans al3o wun half of their
gomes (nst year agolnst Independont
Red Raoiders, PICKS: Ecorse needs moro
thon Archie Clork 10 win this one.

Uy, Churchill (0-8) ot Redford Unlon
(0-9), 7 p.m.: This is tho flrst encounter
ever batween the two schools. RU s
bonking on an undofeated )V team to
Improve things, whlle Churchitl, under
new coach John Fillatraut, hopos the
Wing:T will break a 28gamo losing skid.
PICKS: Tho Western Lokes factor Jooms
large, take Churchil),

Uncoln Park (1-8) 8t Liv. Frank!in (6-
3): The Ralfsplitters should be much
Improved in the Moga Conlorence’s
White Divislon, Franklin, which played a
brutat schedulo Jast year, Is banking on
the talented backfleld trio of quarter-
back Brian Facione, toliback Anthony
Grech ond fullback Dob Kopchai, olong
with standout tackle Mait Lawson.

PICKS: Tho Hights warm up for Feanklin.

Doarbomn (7-2) at Llv. Stevonsan (8-
3): Could be the best matchup of the
night. Stevenson has a young team,
while Dearborn Is banking on & taugh
defensa and 1ho quarterbacking of Jason
Kregor. PICKS: Emons and O'Meata
take Dearbom wins this one.

Oot. Mackenzie {3-8) at Weattand
Glann {11-1): JoromeyQettls, Popper
Johnson, Gilbert Brown . . . they used 10
ploy for Bob Dotler at Mockenzle, Glenn,
a stote Class AA semifinallst, was horg
hit by graduation, but the relnforce.
ments aro on tho way, led by Goneral
tustin Berent, ono of the state’s top
QBs. PICKS: No cracks In the Mlir, Glenn
is sendy to orbit.

Ply. Canton (4-5) at Monroe (7-3):
The Conton Chlefs Jost quarterback Rob
Johnson (Northwestern), while the Mon-
tne Trnjans will miss brusing 245 pound
fullback Jovan Johnson (Toleda). But
Monrae Is o favorite to win the Red Divi-
sion in the Mega after moking the ploy-
offs (ast yaor. PICKS: No shocks here,
Genera! Custer and Monroe are nmng

Igh,
Bollevllla (4-8) st Ply, Salom {8-3):
Rumors are running rampant that

mirrors last yeat, but don't ask bim to
do It ngeln In this one. Betlovlllo wins.
Wayne (5-4) at Adrlan (2:7): The
Maples slipped (est senscn, but don’t
expect them to be down for long. Blll
Kohn, who was 30-5 In three seusons at
Mortenc), Including a Class C suanerup
finish (ast yeor, repioces Al Romano a3
head conch, Wayne, meanwhile, ¢on't
keep teoms Guossing this yeor because
Lorenzo and LaVelle are gone. PICKS:
Pass out tho syrup, the Maples win.
Crestwood {3-8) st Garden City (1-8):
The Cougars ara undet now leadership
with the poming of Mike Solter os hoad
conch, who replaces Bob Elsiminger.
Running back Mike Wrobel glves GC
reoson for hope. Crastwood, however,
won this opener last yoar, PICKS: Flip o
coin, both sides come up Crestwood,
Uggett {2-7} at Clarencevlile {4-B):
Liggett lg expected to he vastly
improved while Clarencevliio will miss
running back Donahue Fulton. The Tro-
jons will rely on running of junior Walter
Raglond and the passing of Cralg Rase.
PICKS: Clarcncevitic in"a squoaker,
Emons ssys, but 0'Meara feels prepple
and takes Liggett,
St. Agatha (1-8) vs. Holy Redeomer

Bellevlllo’s Tigors have a p
tesm this yeat and should be the team
to beat in the Mega-Red. Last yeor,
Salem stunned the Tigers, 20-7, but
where is quartetbsck Nate Gtay {Hope
College) when you need him? PICKS:
Solem coach Tom Moshimer did it with

(9-2) at Holy
Redeemer, expected 1o be ranked again
this yeor, went undefented during the
regular scason before losing in the first
round of the C1a3s OD playolfs to Ann
Atbor Gabricl Richard. Agatha’s big gun
is toilback Wesley Shaw, who 1s hopeful

for Fridoy ofter suffering an ankle spisin,
PICKS: Redeemer runs past the Aggies.

SATURDAY'S GAMES
(all at 1 p.m. uniess roted)

Taylor Kennedy {4-5) at Thurston (6-
3), noon: With Toylor Center closing its
door, Kennedy should pick up somo
decent football ptayors. Thurston will
miss ight end Mott Kuksa, but vetersn
quartetback Nick Dedeluk roturns, We'll
see which divislon Is beiter, the Whits
ot the Blue. PICKS: Emons goes with
Kennedy, but 0°Maara likes Thurston.

Lutheran Westland {8-1) ot Har
Woods (8-2): In st year's opener, Harp-
er Woods ruined the Warriors® bld for a
perfect season with o 16-14 triumph.
Woods went on 1o moke the Class C
nlayolfs before loslag to Sauthrate
Aquinns, 41-18, Lutheran Westlond is
under now manpgement, as defenslive
coordinator Gary Kamin tokes over for
Scott Wiemer, left for Dearbomn Heights
Annopalls after being name Observer-
tand Coach of the Yeor, PICKS: Metto
Conference favorite Harper Woods
notches the victory,

Kovl {6-3) at Formington (3-8): Wide
teceiver Dave Viane Is a thedt for the
Farmington Falcons, Novi, n member of
the Kensington Valley Conference, won
last year's meeting. 287, The Wildcats
will miss taitback Jason Witherspoon,
who was lost 1o graduation. PICKS: Go

with Novl,
Hartiand (4-5) at . Farmington (w

strolght tosing seasons (3.6, 4-5, 2;
and 1-8). North has a talented trio tall
back Kitk Moundres, tight and Carter
Compbell and lincbacker Soan Clark.
Hartlond won tast year's meeting, 356:"
PICKS: Hoitlond mokes it two sllnlghl“
for the KVC,

Oxford (54} at Farm. Hamison (11 2
The Hawks, Closs A tunner-up a yeor
0go, ppponr to bo bigger and strongar. |
this year. They oto led by two talented -
lineman In Brion Lewls and Mike Fisher, -,
Jored Hopkins tokes over 03 the storilng ™
quarterback for the drparted Kavin Bom-
benek, Harrison hos won the last three
meotings sgalnst the Wildcats, who'
have been to the playoffs six times. He:
tison, meanwhile, has been to the ploy-
offs 15 times, winnlng saven stato
ctowns and 1hrce runner-up ﬁnlthus,
PICKS: Harrison rocks and rolls.

Radford CC (7-3) vs. Porshing (83}, 7
pm. at Sliverdome: Remomber last -
year's momentous mecting? Pershing,
ranked No. 16 (n the nation by USA
Today, went down 1o o 246 losa, CC; '
which enrned its elghth ployofl besth
last year, has another talented club ted
by captains Adam Tubaro, Joo Sgrat,
Chris Dueweke ond Ben Herman. Pershe
ing wlb rely on one of the state's top
wide receivers and defensive backs, .
Larry Foote. PICKS: Pershing gets the
boot,

Shamrocks ready to defend Catholic League crown

BY STEVE KOWALSKI
STAFY WRITER

Detroit Catholic Central senior
Adam Tubaro started nt salety
laat season and will remain
there denpite nlso earning the
starting quarterback job during
the 1997 preseason.

CC coach Tom Mach jokes that
playing both sides of the ball
won't be much of n burden on the
6-foot-2, 198-pound Tubaro.

“With the offehse we run, all
he has to do is hand the ball off
most of the time,” Mach said,

With the running game their
strength, the Shamrocks have
won four state championships,
including the Clasa AA title
threc of the last seven scasona.
They lost a great dea) to gradun-
tion from a team that finished 7-
3 and lost to Westland John
Glenn in the first round of the
Class AA playoffs.
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But could this be the year
Mach dumps his “three-yards.
and-a-cloud-of dust” playbook?

Tuharo, who posaesses o
strong arm and encupuhility.
says he'll do whatever it takes to
get the Shamrocks back to t]\l.'
Pontiac Silverdome.

He replaces Greg Call, a three-
year starter who passed for 384
yards and rushed for 278 more.

“I've had two years to prepare
myself,” said Tubaro, a three-
year varsity member. “It wos
just a matter of getting in there,
getting the starting nod. We run
pretty basic stuff, go with what-
ever works, IT running works,
we'll go with that; if passing
waorks, we'll go with that.

“Greg was great. I knew I was
behind him and now it's my
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chance. All of us just want to win
the stote. That's what it's all
ubout. We're going to be just us
good ns the last two varsity
teams I've played on.”

Only five starters return, but
the Shamrocks also add players
from nn undefeated junior varsis
ty team,

“This is an exciting group that
works hard and listens well,”
Mach seid. “We're young but
best of all we're not ranked as
high and hnvc great incentive to
move u

When the Shamrocks have
thrown in the past, they've usu-
ally been passes of the safe va
cety. What else would explain
senior fullback Chris Dueweke
being the leading pass recciver
last season with 10?7

bookend tight ends in 6-foot-4,

225-pound senior Don Slankster M
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‘The Shamrocks have a pair of q“

and 6-4, 210-pound junior Nmk
Br ki, who are formid

blockers und capable receivers.
Speedy Joe Sanh (5-10, 170)
returny for his senior year at
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wide receiver and kick returner,
uand senior Joe Jonna (6-0, 180}
olso Jends experience. Another
promising receiver is senior Sean
Brattin (6-3, 200).
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“We like Adeny’s leadership; he:
brings a real positive attitude to?
the team,” Mach said. “He has o
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