THE WEEKEND

FRIDAY..

Steven Seagal {(center) with
Ed Bruce (left) and Steve
Palmer in “Fire Down Below,”
opening today at metro

etroit movie theaters.

SATURDAY

Vickie Winans performs 10
p.m. at the Farmer Jack Motor
City PraiseFest, a celebration
of gospel music, downtown on
the riverfront at Detroit’s Hart
Plaza. Saturday hours are
noon to 11 p.m.

SUNDAY
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Comedy: Rowan Atkinson stars in the Mel Smith comedy, “Bean.”

Hollywood gets
serious with
fall releases

Consider these
alternatives

BY JoImN MONAGHAN
EPECIAL WRITER

If the Hollywood prodttet doesn’t piqus
your intcrest, tho metro Dotroit arca's
quickly growing art film sereens offer
plenty of alternatives,

In onc of it strongest seasons in recent
memory, tho Detroit Film Theatre at the
Detroit Institute of Arts continues to dish .
up a number of must-seo titles. - .

“In the Company of Men,” soon to bo
tho most talked-obout film of the year,
featurea two corporate types who plot to
seduce the same woman. It plays exclu-
gively Friday-Sunday, Sept. 5-7 atthe
Detroit Film Theatre, before opening for
wide release.

Look for other alternatives at the Main
Art Theatre, Tho Redford, Windsor Film
‘Theatre, The Michigan, and less regular-
1y at the Birmingham, Maple, Abboy and
Star Theatrea.

The Main hos even started showing
special movies on Saturdnys and Sun-
doys at 11:30 a.m.

While somo titles will coms and go in
the blink of an eye, these are the ones
you should make the effort to aee before
they hit video:

M “The Full Monty” - When a group
of English ateel workers losa their jobs,
they reluctantly take to the atage ne
male strippers. The only problem: their
non-Chippendales physiques, (Opens Fri-
day, Sept. 12 at the Main)

B “The Alloy Orchostra™ - The : !
Boston-based ensemble returns to accom-
pany four more films, including Buster '
Keaton in “Steamboat Bil, Jr.” tho 1926
version of “The Lost World” and an
cncore presentation of Fritz Lang’s mas-
terpicee “Metropalia.” The one to seo is
“The Man with the Movio Camera,”a
1929 Russian film with experimental .
visunls that should fit seamlcsaly with
tho Alloy’s percussive sound. (Friday-
Sunday, Sept. 12-14 at the DFT)

W “Dr. Jokyll and Mr, Hyde” - Tho
Redford Theatre takes a break from Hol-
lywood musicals with this rarely
screened 1932 version of the classic hor-
ror tale. The transformations of Fredric
March are so convincing that he won an
Oscar for the role and thoy’re still con-

vincing today. (Friday and Saturday,

as far a8 Hollywood is concerned. Expect Sept. 26-27 at The Redford)

Full movies are no laughing matter, at least
film noir fatnlism, fights with grizzlies,

Catch the tail end of the “Ele-
phants!” exhibit noon to 5 p.m.
at Cranbrook Institute of Sci-
ence, 1221 N, Woodward,
gloomﬂeld Hills, (248) 645-

Hot tix: Experience lx'{;e in

the “past lane” as co
iors from across the
nation gather with their
vintage vehicles (1932
and earlier) at Greefcld

ec-

Village in Dearborn for
the Old Car Festival, Sat-
rday & Sunda;

urd , Sept, 6-
T s 2711906

cholesterol summer.

now and Th

and dysfunctional families to be the bill of fare
ns the movies recover from a typically high

studio relenses

Among the nearly 50 major
b ksgiving, the only one

Atkinson.

especially worth a look.

not afraid to call itaclf a camedy is “Bean,” the
feature film debut of British comic Rowan

Dark they are, but the 10 films below seem
k.
H| “L.A. Confidential” — There are already
) . to “Chi \

0d

(Opens Scpt, 19)

them both. (Opens Sept. 18)

complex palice thriller act around Hollywood
in the 1950s. Here Kim Basinger ploys a mys-
terious femme fatolo tailed by both the LAPD
(Kevin Spacey) and the press (Danny DeVito).

B “The Edgo” — The ads ashow Anthony
Hopkins pitted against a charging grizzly in
the Alaskan wilderness, an ndventuro premiso
from the unlikely pen of David Mamect (“Glen-
garry Glen Ross®), If that isn't strange enough,
Elle Macpherson plays Hopkins'a wife, while
Alec Baldwin may or may not be out to kill

H “A Thousand Acros” - Jesgica Lange,
Michelle Pfeiffer, and Jennifer Jeson Leigh
team with Jason Robards as a family divided
by child abuse, adultery, jealousy and illness.
Despite some major changea from Jano Smi-
loy’s Pulitzer Prize-winning novel, this saga of
sisterly dysfunction is buoyed by an extremely
appealing cast. (Opens Scpt. 18)

B "U.Turn” - Oliver Stane takes a brenk Ploaso 800

n” in this

majesty of Tibet.

(Opens Oct. 3)

DAVID APPLES/MANTIALAY ENTERTADOIENT

yssey: The Dalai Lama (Jamyang
Wangchuk) meets Heinrich Harrer
(Brad Pitt) for the first time, and is
fascinated by his yellow hair, in
“Seven Years in Tibet,” an epic story
about one man’s odyssey of self-dis-
covery set against the sweeping back-
drop of the Himalayas and spiritual

from dead preaidents and teenage killers with
this film noir-style shaggy dog story about a
drifter {Sean Penn) who lands in a dusty Ari-
zona town populated by shady characters,
Among them: Jennifer Lopez and Nick Nolte.

H “The Gingerbread Man® — Another
John Grisham adaptation, another femme
fatale scenario, but this time with Robert Alt-
man at the helm. The only problem: if the stu-

W “4 Little Girls” - Spike Lec's docu-
mentary looks at the 1963 bombing of a
Baptist Church in Birmingham, Ala. that
left several dead and gave even more
momentum to the Civil Rights Move-
ment. (Friday-Sunday, Sept. 26-28 at the
DFT)

& “The Pillow Book” - The latest
from Peter Greenaway is a typically
sumptuous study of a young Japanese
woman's erotic obsession with body

inting. Like most of G s pice
turcs (“Prospero’s Books,”“The Cook, the
Thief..”), it'a bound to be na beautiful as
it is maddening. (Friday-Sunday, Oct. 3-6
at the DFT)

B “Washington Square” - Jennifer
Jason-Loigh and Albert Finnoy star in an
update of Henry James® novel, about an*
awkward young woman who is caught
between her over-protectivo father and a
pMcnnilcas suitor. (Opens Oct. 17 at the

ain)

B “Gommern: Guardian of the Uni-
verse” - This recent entry (1995) in the
snga of tho Japanese flying turtlo was a
hit at the Toronto Film Festival and now
lands at tho Art Institute's Monday night
film serica. (Monday, Oct. 27 at the DFT)
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BY CHRIBTINA FU0OCO
STA? Warren

Clark 8. Nova, singer/songwriter for
the rock band Wig, figures that a lot of
peaple in his former Detroit-aren home-
town thinks his band has disnppcared
and ealled it quita.

Not s0. As n matter of fact, Wig played
to n packed crowd at Los Angeles's noto-
rious Viper Room last weck.

“It wae & big show and we rocked,” said
bassist Fran Falls, who along with band-
mates guitariot Rob Schurgin and drum-

mer John Burke relocated from Ann
Arbor to Los Angeles in mid-June.
“Clark was ph 1. His vocals

Wig is back with strong new CD

comes out,” ndds Nova, also known a8
Shawn Jimmerson, a 1987 graduate of

have juat gotten unreal. I guess you grow
aa a singer. Ho'a juat gotten stronger. Qur
manogement liked it. It was cool.”

Wig ia working with said new manage-
ment company — Deluxe, who also works
with Fleetwood Mac and formor Cult
ginger Jan Astbury —~ about sccuring a
booking ngent with whom to work, Aftor
that, Nova expects success.

“I can't wait until the now album

I3 h-Canton High School who mar-
ried and moved to San Francisco a ycar
ago.

The melodic, hum-inducing “Wireland™
(Island), Wig’s strongest effort to date,
hits the strects Tuesdny, Sept. 8.

“We'ro growing as musicians, We start.
ed out s a really nbrasive band, Now
wa're starting to write more melodies.

New album: Wig -
from left, drummer!
John Burke, former,
Canton resident .
and singer Clark S.
Nova, bassist Fran .
Falls, and guitarist:
Rob Schurgin — will
release ita sccond -
album for Island
Records, “Wire- :
land,” on Tuesday, .
Sept. 9. H

a .




