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Home prices rising comfortably for owners

BY DAVE SKIDMORE | Some of the strongest reported price declines. And

ASSOCIATED PRENY WRITER

{AP} - The value of most
Americans’ homes is rising fuster

gnlns in the country three of the country’s four

regions #aw gains even better

came in the Midwest Tho than the national figure.

than inflation, except in such Medlan rose 10.7 per In the South, the median price
Northenstern eities as Hortford, ¢ent in Lansing, 10.5 rose b percent to $108,300; in the

Conn., and Syracuse, N.Y., and a
fow other scattered metro areas.

West, 4,8 percent to $160,800,

percent in Kalamazoo, and in the Midweat, 4.8 percent

Nationally, the median price of 1.8 porcent In Grand to $105,600. However, the medi-
existing homes increased by naplds and 6.7 pe'cgm an price advanced just 1.8 per-

$4,700 to $123,700 in the April- In Detrolt.

June quarter, meaning half sold

cent to $145,800 in the North-
cast.

for more and half for less, the
National Association of Real

aaid Tuesdny.

“The Northeast's econoemy is
still the wenkest. It's doing well,
but job growth and incomo

The 3.9 percent goin from the consumers’ confidence and help-  growth are l%ﬂgi?ﬁ the rest of
same quarter a year upo was ing the housing market. the country,” said economist

well shead of the 2.3 pereent

“Penple are willing to make Mark Zandi of Regional Finan-

inflation rate during the period.  big-ticket purchases and long- cial Aseocintea of West Cheater,

Renltors President Russell K. term financial commitments,” he  Pa.
Booth snid the strong cconomy  vaid. ° S "
Of 133 metropalitan areas sur-  cent in Syracuse, 3.2 percent in
veyed by the Realtars, only 26 Hartford, 0.6 percent in Boston,

Retaining walls can add character
to your yard or surrounding area

and job market are supporting

BY POPULAR MECHANICS
FOR AP SPECIAL FEATURES

Retnining walls are a real staple of
the landscape business. Not only can
they solve a wenlth of erosion prob-
Jems but they can alse lend a lot of
character to otherwise uninspired
grounds. And a decent, serviceable
wall can be made out of a wide range
of different materials to suit just
about anyone's personal taste.

We've all seen our share of con-
crete, concrete bloek, brick, stone, log
and even railroad-tic walls. And
many of these still look wonderful
after yoars of great service. But,
unfortunately, many of them don't
look so wonderful. In faet, it can
seem that for every wall you see in
good condition, you've seen at least
two that are failing. Some are
cracked, some are crumbling and
some are leaning so far, they scem to
defy grovity.

One of the biggest troubles with

“Fraditional retaining walls is that

they are difficult to build well, espe-
cinlly for the inexperienced worker.

The median price fell 3.6 per-

It’s relatively easy to erect a wall  the blocks.

that looks good when you're done. All these advantages wouldn't be
But it's quite another to have the  worth much if the blocks were ugly.
same wall look good in three months  But they aren't. The exposed sides of update

and 1.1 percent in Buffalo, N,
was unchanged in Newark, N.J.;

inched just 0.7 percent higher in  percent in Detroit.
Providence, R.I,, and rose u mod- It increased 9.2 percent in Lin-  Jown, both 7.7 percent.
cst 1.8 percent in New York. coln, Neb.; 7.4 percent in Omaha, In oddition to Honolulu, other
Other declines were seattered.  Neb.; 7.6 percent in St. Louis, high-cost areas included San
The steepest came in Honolulu. and 7.5 percent with Kansas Francisco, $288,600; Orange
Hurt by lack of Japancse invest- City, Mo.
ment, the median fell 10.4 per- Zaondi said the strength of N.J., $203,600; Newark,
cent but was still tho highest in  housing markets in the Midwest  $198,600; Boston, $194,200; San
the country, at $300,000. is explained by “nearly non-exis- Dicgo, $183,400; New York,
In Bradenton, Fla., the medion  tent” unemployment rates in - $177,700; Middlesex, N.J.,
fell 6.8 percent; in South Bend, many cities - 1.7 percent in Lin-  $176,000, and Los Angeles,
Ind., 5.1 pereent; Jucksonville,  coln, for instance.
Fla.,, *4.7 percent, and “People are working and The lowest medians were in
Charleston, W.Va., and Shreve- they're starting to get better  Ocaln, Fla., $64,100; Waterloo,
port, La., both 4.4 percent. wages,” he said. “People are feel-  Towa, $64,800; Beaumont, Texas,
Some of the strongest gaine in  ing food, 50 they're starting to  $69,000;  Saginaw, Mich.,
the country came in the Mid- trade up and buy bigger homes.”  $72,000; Youngstown, Ohio,
woat, particularly Michigan, Qther cities with big increases  $72,800; Amaritlo and El Pnso,
Nebraska and Missouri. The included: Gainesville, Fia,, 12.6 Texas, and South Bend, Ind., all
median rose 10.7 percent in  percent; Fort Lnuderdate, Flo., $74,100; Shreveport, $75,200,
Lansing, Mich.; 10.5 percent in 9.6 percent; Phoenix, 9.1 percent;  and Davenport, $75,600,

Knlamazoo, Mich., 7.8 percent in  Portland, Ore., 8.4 percent; Cor-
Grand Rapids, Mich., and 6.7 pus Christi, Texas, 8.1 percent,

and Houston and Davenport,

County, Calif., $228,400; Bergen,

$173,200, .

for the nincties,

A MUST SEE
GREAT WABEEK LOCATION!
This updated full brick ranch hus been

newer

onk

and still another for it to look good the blocks are heavily textured, §| kitchen, flooring, u‘Pplinn:on and full wet
1

after a cold, hard winter. which is the result of the block being §| bar located in wio
The construction difficulties nor- cast and then broken ot the factory. Billinrd room. The:
mally associated with retaining walls The irregularity this causes lends [|{ sauare fect of living spuce, grent for
have all but disappearcd with the an authentic stonelike appearance to
invention of today's simple interlock- the wall when it is finished. Is it
ing block systems. Several are on the  authentic enough for everyone? Who
market and cach has a slightly dif-  knows? But one way to find out if you
ferent method of interlocking and a  like it is to visit a masonry supply
somewhat different palette of colors.  yard where various blocks are on dis-

(One example is the Aztech Wall  play.

System designed by Block Systems And don't be satisfied with just
Inc,, St. Paul, Minn.). But their simi- looking at an individual block, It's
lorities far outnumber their differ-  much better to see a whole wall. If
ences. All are made of cast concrete  the supply house deesn't hove the
with a single block weighing about blocks on display, ask for some loca-
20 to 30 pounds. tions where they know the blocks

All are designed to be laid up dry.  have been installed and take o ride

entertaining. $379,900.

nighed busement with
is o total of 4,3

Enjoy the evening sunsets from this large
front porch. This updated home i3 large
enough to entertain the whole family

80 no mortar and no mortaring skills by to see il you like the results. its' 1nr;fvu living room and dining room. The

are necessary. And finally, because Like mnny things that are a better i task of

the blocks aren't joined together with  idea, the manufacturers aren't giving || the = updated  kitchen. A

mortar or by other means, hydrostat-  these blocks away. Prices vary, but G
ic pressure cannot build up behind  our shopping showed prices of about
the wall because the water simply  $1.75 per block, and that included n
seeps through the cracks between  good discount for buying in volume.

Call...
CHRIS LEE

Today, Inc.

NOvi

5th bedroam. $218,900, BU308

CENTURY 21 TODAY

The tinest amonitias in xquisita 4,438 5q. 1, home that has formal

living & dining rooms, great room, libcary, expansive kichen, 4

bod 3 balhs, 3 favs, 2 fireplaces, 3 car garaga & moro.

$669.000, SU183

CENTURY 21 TODAY (248) 855-2000
N 5%

On primo cul-do-sac fo, this lormor modal home has format living
& dining reams, family toom with tireplaco, 4 bodrooms, 2% baths,
kitchen with hardwood floors and finishod basement with possibla

CENTURY 21 TODAY (8)85-200

n 1.5 acro wooded (ol, totolly somodalad 4 bedrcom
conlemporary colonlal has living room, dining room, family room,
library, 3 baths. basement, dock, 2 car garaga and more.
$234,888 POGO.

. CENTURY 21 TODAY {248) 855-2000
" G

FARMINGTON HILLS
Thia (mmaculate 3 bedroom ranch hins Iiving reom, dining 1oom,
family room wilh tireplace, basomont, C/A ‘and many uj
Deck overdooks park-lik fenced backyard. $143,000, HA2

(248) 855-2000

Relocation 1-800-458-7356
Orchard Lake at 12%: Mile

{248) 855-2000
B We ne Compmilled lo Excellence.

presents these

-
: /!ze fine homes...

Each ofiice Is ir

(248) 414-7514

A

must

cooking has been mude easier by

see,

1S

OPEN SUNDAY 1-4 P.M.
LAKE SHERWOOD

OQutstanding custom contem-
porary. Beautiful Ist floor master
suite, 3.5 baths, gowrmet kitchen,
hardwood floors, finished walk-
out. Professionally landscaped
with ser d porch & deck. Brick
& dryvit exterior. 3 car garage.
Amenities too numerous to
mention. It’s a fabulous home,
South of Commerce Roud, Enst of
Duck Lake. §533,900

THOMPSON-BROWN
RESIDENTIAL INMVISION
“Call ux for a curver b Real Extate™
“Providing Quatity Real Estare to
Your Grandparents and Parents Since 1924

win) 539-8700

ROYAL OAK
Mova-in condition is this 3 bedroom, 1% bath ranch. Now kitchon
cabinots and appliances. Ampla dining area with doorwall loading
to dack overlocking private yard. Finished lower leve! with 172
bath. Cantral air and humidiior. $148,900.

CENTURY 21 TODAY {248) 647.7321

LATHRUP VILLAGE

CENTURY 21 TODAY (248} 64

Charming ond alegant updated 4 bedrom colonial tealuras Fronch
doot leadod glass entry, coved . gourmet Klichen, custom
window troatmonts, master sul il rossing room, Finishad
fowaor fovel walk-out with wol bar, Kichen, firoplace. $329,800.

J

PHOENIX
LAND DEVELOPMENT
INTRODUCES...

+2332 Sq. Ft,

» Master Bedroom
Cathedral Ceilings

» Family Room Fireplace

LOT 1 Carlton

2036 Sq. 't

» Famity Room Fireplace *

« Viod Floonng i Kechon
Nook, Fayor &
Powdor Room

+ $223,540

» §0 Day Occupancy

25

BLOOMFIELD HILLS

systoms. $349,820.

¥

SOUTHFIELD

pdates.
31

0,680,
CENTURY 21 TODAY

Telegraph & 14 Mile

Fabulous 4 todroom contomporary Tuder offers tsland kilchen
with buitins, family room wilh cathadral coiling, full brick
tiroplace, mastar suite with Jacuzzi & shower, Sprnkiar and alarm

CENTURY 21 TODAY (248) 647.7321
q 2P

Spacious 4 bodroom rarch wilh lowor lavel walk-out, 4% baths, 2
natural ﬂvgruxms‘ Mony buill-ina in study & dining room, Kitchon
with double

$340,660.

ovong, cak cabinets. Large palio. 3,187 eq. fi.

{248) 647-7321

MIN(}’I‘?N
©

LOT 41 Carlion
* 2036 Sg. F1.
2 Car Sido

12 Mile Aheesei
LOT 11 Whitnoy
* 2463 Sg. F1.

+ 3 car sido oniry

'+ 3 Bodroom, 2% Bath

* Circular Qak
Slalway

» Lowor Lovei Wak-out

(248) 647-732[g ry

SPECTACULAR SPECS

FARMINGTON-HILLS: |’
10 Milie & 6 ks Mol -
LOT 4 Fairtield

2431 Sq. F1.

« Fam:y Room Fireplace
Vood in K

Whitnoy
2463 Sq. Ft.
« Groat Aoom Pan

LOT 52 Fair Ficld

* 2431 Sq. Ft.

« Premlum Lot

|+ 2 Skylights In
Family Room

» Family Room Fiteplaca B

wi cecamic Tde Finish

E il )t i
LOT 8 Falrtiold
+2431 Sq. Ft.

4 Badroom, 2%
8ath }

* Wark-out Basement

« $266,600 Ry

+ 160 Day Occupancy

AR
LOT 39 Captiva
s 1472 Sq. 1,

* Natural Fireplace

* Coramic Floor in
Foyot/KiichorvBaths

L $179,700

* 40 Day Occup.




