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County population shifts to
northern, western townships

BY T RICHARD
BTAPF WRITER

After decades of stagnation
and outflow of people, southeast-
ern Michigan’s population has
risen 127,000 since 1990, partic-
ularly in the northern and west-
crn suburbs,

In Oakland County, the
growth area has shifted from
Farmington Hilla and Troy to
the two northern and two west-
ern tiers of townships: Qakland,
Orion, Independence, Spring-
field, White Loke, Commerce
and Novi. Numerically, Oaklond
is the biggest gainer, with 90,600
of the 127,000 new people.

Factors outlined in the SEM-
COG report will put a “positive
strain” on the county's infras-
tructure, acknowledges Oakland
County Executive L. Brooks Pat-
terson.

“Certainly our roads will feel
the strain” of continued and pro-
jected growth, snid the executive,
“But the strain should be man-
ageable. On the whole, the SEM-
COG report is very positive for
Qakland County.™

Patterson hadn't not read the
report, but he was briefed on ita
contents by Kenneth Rogers who
was director of economic and
community development prior to
becoming deputy county execu-
tive,

Oakland County has been a
growth orea for some time, said
Pattersan, who has talked about
the area's healthy economic eli-
mate at numerous meetings
before chambers of commerce
and service clubs,

*So, it's not surprising that the
growth is expected to continue,”
he said,

Even so, the SEMCOG report
projects Oakland County in a
growth mode, Patterson said.
And while growth creates prob-
lems, he said, “They’re the kind
of problems many communitica
would love to have. A lot of com-
munities would like to have a
traffic jam once in awhile.”

Most local communities have
updated master plans, Patterson
said, “so I'm confident we're
managing that growth relatively
well. Oakland remains a vibrant
community with good achools,
good parks and a high quality of
life," he said,

As usual, the population

growth is uneven in southeaat-
ern Michigan, Detroit continucs
to be the big loser, falling below
one million, and has been joined
by Redford Township, Livonia,
Garden City, Wayne, Dearborn
Heights and the downriver sub-
urbs.

Porcontage-wiso, Livingaton
County is the growth hot spot of
tho seven-county region, gaining
19.6 percent in population since
the 1980 census.

‘The figures wero published by
SEMCOG, the Southeast Michi-
guu Counvil of Governments, a
planning agency for the scven-
county region of Wayne, Qak-
land, Macomb, Livingston,
Washtenaw, St. Clair and Mon-
roe, They are dated July 1, 1996,
and reflect a year’s delay in com-
piling building atatiatics from
hundreds of cities and town-
shipa,

Although many units, such as
Livonig, lost population, they
continued to gain housing units
as family size continued to
ghrink. The region’s population
grew 2.7 percent and houschold
growth rose 5.7 percent during
the 1980s.

Here are samples of growth in
Oakland County:

W Beverly Hills ~ down 0.8
percent in population to 10,628;
up 0.4 percent in housing units
to 4,092,

M Bingham Farms - up 2.5

percent in population to 1,026;
up 3.1 percent in housing units
to 423,
M Franklin village - up 2 per-
cent in population to 2,679; up
3.2 percent in housing units to
1,008.

# Birmingham — up 1.3 per-
cent in population to 20267; up
3.4 pereent in housing unitsa to
9434,

W Bloomfield Hills — up 3.4
percent in population to 4,434;
up 4.2 percent in housing .units
to 1,581.

N Bleomfield Township - up
3.8 percent in population to
44,100; up 4.8 percent in housing
units to 16,494,

M Clarkston - up 1.3 percent
in population to 1,018; up 2 per-
cent in housing units to 440.

B Independence Township =
up 24.5 pereent in populntion to
29,639; up 28.7 percent in hous-

ing units to 10,267.

@ Lako Orion village ~ up 0.6
poreent in population to 3,073;
up 1.8 percent in housing unita
to 1,262, .

1 Orion Township - up 28.2
percent in population to 26,946;
up 29.5 percent in housing units
to 9,498,

@ Oxford villaga - up 11.5 por-
cent in population to 3,267; up
10.8 percent in housing unita to
1,275,

M Onkland Township ~ up 35.6
percent in population to 11,169;
up 35.3 percent in housing unita
ta 3,687. Theso were the highest
percentage growth rates in Oak-
land County.

® Rocheater city — up 18.4 per-
cent in population to 8,442; up
7.2 porcent in housing units to
3,699,

M Rochester Hills — up 10.9
percent in population to 68,501;
up 9.8 percent in housing units
to 24,538,

8 Troy — up 9,8 percent in pop-
ulation to 80,017; up 8.9 percent
in housing unita to 28,768, It's
the sccond larget city in Oak-
land County behind Farmington
Hills.

® Lathrup Village - up 0.3
percent in population to 4,340;
up 1.4 percent in housing units
to 1,600.

R Socuthfield ¢ity = up 0.7 por-
cent in population to 76,246; up
2.3 percent in housing units to
32,864,

8l Farmington - down 0.2 per-
cent in population to 10,151; up
1.2 percent in housing units to
4,746,

W Farmington Hilla - the
largest city in Onkland County
was up 7.6 percent to 80,303;
housing units were up 9.1 por-
cent to 31,874,

W West Bloomfield Township -
up 11.7 percent in papulation to
60,866; up 12.2 percent in hous-
ing units to 21,672,

& Orchard Lake Village ~ up
2.3 percent in population to
2,339; up 3.6 percent in housing
unita to 721,

Meanwhile, Pentinc, the coun-
ty seat and once the largest city,
alipped 0.6 percent in population
to 70,681,
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eATCH THE Bus:

Fairlane Town Center

Kids can fasten their seatbelts and join science teacher extraordinaire Ms. Frizle
for music, puppetry, laughter, audience participation and educationt
This dazzling live presentation, based on the wildly popular PBS animated series,
wheels its way to Fairlane Town Center for a "Wild Ride - Certified!”

ptember 6 at 4:30 & 6:30 pm

at Fountain Court

'FAIRLANE TOWN CENTER

Scholastic’s Magic School Bus Live Is praduced by Sus Adventuros Livo, & Jolnt vanturo of Y
d Simon inc. and 2.

. ¥ ine.
©1290 Schalaatic Inc. Bagod on Tho Magic School Bus book sorfos. ©Joanna Cola end Bruco Degen. Al rights rosarved.

(CF)A?

Oakland County Business.
IS it booming?

G

We're putting together a dynamic profile of business in
Oakland County—what's new, who's successful and who's
having a postiive Impact on the total picture.

The '90s are an exciting time to be alive and doing business!
Don't miss this speclal supplement to your hometown
newspaper—you will see many faces you know and leam
what it takes to “take care of business.”

Look for FOCUS on Business, featuring Women in Business on

" Sunday, October 19, 1997
and In Clarkston, Lake Orlon and Oxford on Thursday, October 23, 1997
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805 East Maple Road, Blrmingham, M| 48009

if you are In business in Oakiand County and would Ilke to place an advertising messago
In this section, please call us at 248-801-2500 (fax 248-901-2553)

A3 ape SUBSIDIARY OF HOMETOWN COMMUNICATIONS NETWORK
43240 008 on 4

You don't need a 32-bit
multi-tasking graphical-
user-interface operating
system to sell your boat

on the World Wide Web.

You really don't even need a computer. But if you've always wanted one,
why not get the cash you'll need by selling the stuff you don’t use anymore
with an ad on the internet. Our awesome new AD VILLAGE site is the first
place you can place an ad on the World Wide Web where it can be browsed by
milllons of Web surfers.

Two more things: 1.) it's inexpensive and, 2.) it's easy to use.

Just call:

1-800-579-SELL

Or e-mail your ad to welcome@advillage.com
Or FAX your ad to 313-953-2232,
it's your call.

THE INTERNET CLASSIFIED MARKETPLACE
A Sorvico of Your t Obsorvor &




