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Cable/ TV
Weekly,
your guide
to complete
local cable
television
listings,
takeson a
new, larger format start-
ing today. Published
every Sunday, it will offer
the same features you're
familiar with but in an
easier-to-read tabloid for-
mat. Please look for
Cable/ TV Weekly in Sec-
tion F of today’s paper.
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MEAP dip in
science gets
attention

BY TiM SMITH
STAFF WRITER

Farmington students’ scores in the
Michigan Educational Assessment Pro-
gram tests impraved in thres of four arens
they were tested on last March.

But it's the fourth category where scores
dropped that is getting Superintendent Bob
Maxfield's attention.

“I'm not hnppy with the elghth grnde ucl-
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Murderew ge'&s max in Hills case

BY LARRY O’CONNOR
AND DAVE VARGA
BTAYY WHITERS

The man who
helped murdur a-

10-20 years for arson.

Davis hed pleaded guilty in the sec-
ond-degree murder case, but Iater tried
to withdraw the plea. Judge Howard
denied the ;:}:m change Fridny, then

ded wi :

mother and d
in their Farmington
Hills home two ycars
ago got the maximum sentonce Friday.

Calling it “the most heinous crime
that I've ever tried,” Oakland Circuit
Judge Barry Howard sentenced George
Tyrone Davis to 26-60 years for the two
counts of second-degroe murder and

Joo Bovair, who fluw in from Taco-
ma, Wash., for Friday’s hearing, spoke
on behalf of the family of his mother
and sister, Louise Holen Bovair, 62,
and Melissn Ann, 21, who were killed
in their Kendallwood Streot home
which was set on firo Dec. 19, 1995,

He expreesed his anger at the killors

and asked for the maximum sentence,
Then, he listenod to Davis and hia
mother speak to the court.

“Ho apologized to us and our farnily
and his mom also apologized and said
wo were in her prayers,” Bovair said
after the hearing Friday. “1 can't say
today that I accept it. . .but I appreci-
ate it.

“Maybe someday mo or my family
will be able ta forgive him,” said Joe
Bovair, a member of the U.S. Air Forco
who has returned to Michigan fre-
guently to attend lengthy court pro-

ccedinga.

Arthur Cayce, 26, of Farmington
Hills had already been convicted of
first-degreo murder and is sentenced to

lifo in prison. Court teatimony showed -

it waa Cayce's joalousy over the

amount of time his tormer girlfriend . |
was spending with Meclissa that was | -

tho motive in the double homicide.

Davis, deacribed as a‘friend and co- - )

worker of Cayeo, had also been charged
with first-degree murder, but had

Please secc MURDER, A2

Bunched at lunch

and with the condiment table.

BYTlll SMITE

"Sho)v them the

Busy time: Lunch hours Jzt Lanigan Elemeniary Sclwol put klds in close quarters with each other,

ments sharing a table. “But if you
have chlldren in close proximity to
what you're derving, . .It's not the

timal situation. [t could poso a

" could be
an effective mantra
for Farmington Pub-
lic School District

ence scores,” aaid
fashion Friday.

In that cntcgory, just 21.1 percent of 866

d the lovel, com-
pared to 27.8 percent in 1998. Farmington
excceded the state's average (17.6 percent
‘proficient), but fell below districts such as
Clarenceville (23.9), Clarkston (24.4) and
Ferndale (22.1).

The Farmington drop in cighth grade sci-
ence performance followed county and state
trends.

Performance, however, was up in all
ather areas in comparing 1996 to 1997:

Fifth grade science: from 43.7 percent
in 1996 to 54.8 percent proficient in 1897,

Eighth grade writing: from 80.7 to
84.8 percent proficient.

Fifth grado writing: from 84.9 to 89.7
percent proficient.

Another concern was the fluctuation of
scores from one building to the next,
though Maxficld said he needed more time
to digest those acores.

*There wero biggor gops than I want to
seo between buildings,” Maxfield said. “In
some cnges, there were some nico jumps
from last year. But other (schools) have
somo real needs.

*Our message to staff continues to be
that we expect every kid to be proficient” in
the tested subjecta. *Wo don’t know if we
can ever reach that point, but we can
nlways try.”

Carolyn Mahalak, the district’s asscsa-
ment coordinator, said paronts nced to
keep tho results in porspective.

“I think any test, national or state, is
only one part of an overall picture of an

individuol's formance in school,* Maha-
Ink snid. % . /Day-to-day performance, in
school, just ab in life, is what really makes*

a difference and that's what parents and
teachers aro really looking at.”

Mahalak said a full MEAP analysis wos
expected’to be presented at the school
bonrd's meeting on Monday, Sept, 23,

District results trickled in later than in
mest other Oakland County districta, dus
to tho United Parcel Scrvl:o strike, Mahd.
laksald,

Editor's note: The Obuﬂmr will piblish
achool-by-school MEAP scores on Thursday.
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, trying to sell to the public
reasons why they should approve a

health problem, but it hasn't yet.”
There is another lunchroom exam-
ple of why Turner hopes voters
opprove the combined proposals, Dur-
ing the first of four 30- mmute Jes-

- leagues — something that

BrAsY PROTO BY BRYAN MITCuziL

Food for thought

Cramped, long lunches feed bond need

instead of the prnfcrrcd thrceA For
Turner aai coul
be sponding more time preparing

lessons or collaborating with col-
4

Fiber
optic
network
holds

promise

BY TIM SMITH
BTAFF WRITER

A state-of-the-art, fiber optic net-
work promises to help students in
the Farmington Public School Dis-
trict point and click their way to suc-
cess both in the classroom and in
future carcera,

Technology wiring is one of the
marquec components of the Sept. 16
bond issue, a two-part package
totalling $93.1 million if both Propoa-
al I and Proposal II are approved..
According to district officinls, the
wiring of 30 buildings is the educa-
tional foundation for the decades to-
come, with everything clse almost
cosmetic by comparison. The package
does not include the 3,200 new com-
puters that were part of the list in
the failed March bond issue election.

Fiber optics could last for 10 or 20
years, or longer, and accommodate
an unlimited number of classroom
computers, said Kathy Jones, the
distriet’a director of informational
management.

But if the bond issue fails, progress
and communication could get bogged
down because of an overlonded sys-
tem, ahe eaid, “We'll be out of capaci-
ty very soon with what we're doing.”

Cheryl Cnnnun, assistant superin-

d for busi and finance,

would benefit from in the classroom.

smd it is better to overhaul the exist-
network sooner

All of those worries would di
if the bond issucs are approved. The
$28.1 mllllon Proposal II includes
y $1.1 million worth of

two-part, $93.1 million bond
on Tuesday, Sept. 16.

Exhibit A is the cramped eating
space ot Lanigan Elementary School,
where last year pupils sat at the same
table whero condiments were served.
Space is marginally improved this
year; only the condimenta cover the
table this year.

“We try to aveid it,” said Principal
Marva Turner, about kids and condi-

gions, nino y it on
benches that are dcmgncd for mght.
“It gets tight,” said Principal Marva
Turner, looking into Lanigan’s cafete-
rin, which is closer in size to a regular
clasarocom. “And we have to go
through with carts to sell snacks.”
Also bacause of the lnck of apace,
Turner worries that teachers and
pupils lose valuable time because
there are four lunch/recess periods

nmpmvumunu at Lanigan. Foremost
ameng them is tho conatruction of a
new gymnasium off the building'’s
west end, thus enabling the existing
gym to ba turned into a more-spacious
cafetoria. The curront lunchroom
would become a large moeting and
instruction area with a myriad of
potential uoes,

thnn later. She compared it to a long-
overdue rond-widening project.

“We see it coming,” Cannon said.
“We need the five-lane road, the
expressway. . .We'll reach the point
where we're kind of in gridlock nnd
people will say, ‘What did you do?™

Cannon noted that it would be
“very difficult, expensive” to install
districtwide wiring out of the general
fund budget. “The best time to
include this infrastructure, this
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Please sce FIBER OPTIC, A3

City tells

BY LARR\' O’CONNOR

Furmmgton Hllla city officials want a

to scttle thclr spat by talking first and
going to court second.

Ropresentativea of Phoenix Land
Davelopment and Woodcreek Home-
owners Assoclation chatted, but are far
from patching thinga up.

Both arc ombroiled in a dispute over
the proposed 37-lot Hickory Oaks
dovelopment in the southeast portion

neighbors, developer to talk

of the Woodcreek arca.

The developer stormed out of a sot-
tlement conference before Oakland
County Circuit Court Judge John
McDonald Wednesday after a ropre-
sentative of the homcowners' associa-
tion insisted some of the proposcd sites
be widened,

“We thought we had an agreement
with them,” anid Steven Schaefor of
Phoenix Land Development. “When we
into the (judge's) chamb. he (Wood-

somothing totally different thun what
we talked about before,

“Every time we turn around, it’s
something.”

Farmington Hills City Council has

.called o apecial hearing 7 p.m. Monday,

Sept. 22, over the Planning Commis-
sion'’s tentative approval of the prelimi-
nary plat far the project, The councit
ean agres or overrule the commission
on the 'tuntutivu proliminary plat

creck’a Tom Morris) was talking about
.

“1If the two sides can reach agreement

before then, Mayor Aldo Vngnnzzi said,
“we'll cancel the hearing.”

City Manager Danicl Hobbs suggest-
od o similar sit-down approach in
another squabble — this one between

Phoenix Land Development and High-

Meadow residents over a proposed
development on Orchard Lake between

12 Mile and 13 Mile, This case is differ- |

ent, a city official aaid,

“I think they (Phoonix and Wood- :

Pleaso sce NEIGHBORS, A4 .

Mark your calendar' make our calendar

Tho Farmington Ohuurvux' will host a publicity
forum for community and local non-profit groups at
7 p.m. Thursday, Sopt. 18, in the meoting room of
the Farmington Cummumty L:brnry, behind Furm-
ington Cigy Hall,

Membéra of the Farmington Obsorver staff wnll
offér in;brmauon ut hnw to got your information
info tho ling press and
phnw rapha. Staffers will also discuss What wo look
for in news atories, how we deeldo to send o photog-
rnpher to an ovent nnd more.

Schéol boosters, neighborhood assoclations, club
ropresentatives and othors are invited to aftend.
Anyone with qugstions may cnll Dnvc Varga at the
Ohacrver office ut 477-6460.

FARMINGTON FOCUS

Rocky road

State Rep. Androw, Raczkowaki of Farmington
Hills took a recent honor, but one that he probably
wasn’t too proud about.’

The Associated Press' analysis of legislative driv-
ing recofds in tho past scven years showed
Raczkowski; leads tho list with 11 speeding tickets
from 1991-1895, including one from Georgia.
Besiden tho speeding citations, Raczkowski had ona
accident and one ticket for diuo\:oying a traffic cons
trol dovice on his record.

All tho tickets were issued before he was clected
and all were paid.

“I wne much younger, and I've learncd my lesson,”
snid Raczkowski. “As an elected official I have not
had a single ticket.”

D!gging up the past
Agng historical Ioakphnck at antique tools and uten-
oila in on display at the Farmington Hills Historical
Commission's exhibit case in Farmington Hilla City
11,

all.

Louise McFarland, a member of the Farmington
Hills Historicnl Commission, borrowed her hua-
band's antiques to show present gencrationa how
their ancestors lived.

1t will bo on display through September,
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