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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 1997

Officials protest deadline
for road funds spending

BY TiM RICHARD
STAFF WAITER

Local officials nre protesting
+ the short deadlines for speading
- -new road money coming from
. ‘Lansing.
“It's not do-able within the two
" weeks that are allowed,” said
Carmine Palombo, summing up
“ the colls he has had from coun-
tics and citiea in the region.
“We'll send a letter to MDOT
i.(Michigan Department of Trans-
* portation) that it nceds to mave
*"the dotes to a more reasonnble
time,” said Palombo, transporta-
tion programs director for the
Southenst Michigan Council of
" Governments.
Pualombo spoke ot o meeting
! Wednesday of SEMCOG's Trans-
portation Advisory Council,
chaired by Brighton Township
Supervwor Andrew Wardach,
‘The group’s consensus wos that
the state glapped too many con-
ditions on use of the maney.

v State’s conditions

MDOT  director James
DeSana, n former Wyandotte
mayor, sent local officials a letter
last week waying:

B Their shares of some new
state aid must be “expended by
Sept, 30, 1997." That date is
wspecified in Public Act 110,

B “The work must be under
contract by Sept. 16, 1997, must
be completed by Dec. 31, 1997.
Those dates aren't in PA 110,

B MDOT would reimburse
local units for their expenditures
rather than poy out the sums in
advance.

That sum is $69 million and
comes from the Legislature’s dip-
ping into the billion-dollar

“rainy-day fund.” It is o onc-time
upproprmtmn and doesn't tnp
g

projects currently under way or

tlw Leglslutum dldn t pres a
ntil July, the scc-

*3) for i ative costs of
the rond agency,”

Whatever isn't spent by the
end of this month, DeSana snid,
“ean be used only for work on
federal aid cligible roads as
approved by MDOT.” Those
would tend to be more major
roads.

‘Impossible’

“It's absolutely impossiblo to
follow the state contract,” said C.
Neall Schroeder, Troy city engi-
neer, He told the group he had
colled MDOT, “but we never
reached a secretary.”

Some unidentified SEMCOG
panel members suggested
MDOT docsn't really want to
distribute the money.

Senate minority leader John
Cherry, D-Clio, blamed the
Engler administration, for
“putting unnccessarily stringent
conditions on the use of special
road funds,”

“It seems that he is setting up
the locals to fail,” soid Cherry,

ond week mt_o its normal sum-
mer break; and that Engler did-
n't sign the bills until about two
wecks ago,

SEMCOG, whose members
come from soven countios
(Wayne, Oakland, Macomb, Liv-
ingston, Washtenaw, Monroo
and St. Clair), is generally B
unhappy with the meager size of
the state's new road package —
$275 million n year. They had
asked for $675 miltion in a June
resolution,

- Right now, at your Metro Detroit Ford Dealer,
bundreds of Ford vehicles are coming back from 24 month leases
and are avatlable at very affordable lease rates,

These are low mileage lease vebicles
and still carry the remainder of the fuctory warransy. **

Its your chance to drive the exciting late model Ford
yotive always wanted, at a price you can enjoy!

See your participaring Metro Detroit Ford Decler today!

Congress on hold

Palombo reported the U.S, |
House and Senato are working §
on vastly different veraions of o
new ISTEA (Intermodal Surface
’l‘runsporunmn Act). “This is not
going to get done by Oct. 1
(beginning of federal and state ]
fiscal years), If it's done by §
Christmas, we'll be lucky,” he
snid.

In other business, SEMCOG's
trunsportutwn udvmury council
d the exceutive com-

Lewse for about

1995 Tarrus GL

whose district includes northern
Ouakland County. “Under this
policy, the state will have all of
their funds and appear to be fix-
ing roads while the locals are
struggling to creatively finance
road projects under this reim-
bursement policy. The governor
will then claim that the state
does a better job with road
repair and try to turn control of
loeal roads over to Lansing.”

The $69 million is to be dis-
tributed under a formula in Pub-
lic Act 51 of 1951. It awards 39.1
percent, nearly $27 million, to
the state; the same to countics;
and 21.8 percent, more than $15
million, to cities and villages —
something for every rond ngency
in the state.

Pnlumbo said the County

the new 4
tax.

DeSona, quating PA 110, said
that money “can only be used for
“resurfacing and repair of exist-
ing ronds and cannot be used:

*1) for new construction.-

“2) as replacement funds for
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Roads A , joined by the
Michigan Municipal League, is
working with MDOT on the
problem.

He noted the Legislature
started debate on roads early in
spring; that Gov. John Engler
offered his program in May; that

IDEX

mittee and General Assembly
adopt a $1.2 billion traffic
improvement program (TIP) for
the years 1998-2000.

1t's o marked reduction from [
tho current $2.1 billion, in part [
because regional planncrs don't BN
know how much will be coming i
from the federal ISTEA program. [
Said a staff memo:

“Total programming for the
TIP is $1.2 billion. Federal fund
contributions are $797.9 million
with non-federal matching funda
totaling $436.2 million. This is
significantly lower thon the cur- J
rent TIP which has over 700 pro- |
jects and totals $2.1 billion.” s
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1995 Toourns fearunss . . .
*3.0L V-6 Engine » Awtonutic Overdrive Thinsaxle
* Tile Steering » Digital Clock ® Power Windows, Brtkes and Steering
* Solur Tinted Glass Tl Steering  Dual Airbag***
«Air demomng * Delse Wheel Covers

$11,020.00

$ 1206.00

. $ 225.00

205.12*

Down Paynent.
Refiuulable Security Dep
Fint Mondh fayment....

Palombo eautioned local offi-
cials ngainst pinning too much
hope on getting demonstration
project grants, *Demonstration §
projects that end up in tho legis-
Intien, well put ‘em back in the §
(TIP) program. But at this point,
we can't put in demonstration
projects for which there is no
money.”

Lease for abous
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1995 Contour featurss. . .
* Dual Airbags « Power Bruked/Steering » Solar Tinted Glass
o Interved Wipers  Headlight Waring Chime
* Remote Decklid Relrase

Refunduble Security Deposit... §
Fire Month Payment. S 12t

Plus ! Youll find more grear deals
on additional pre-leased Ford vebicles when you
visit your 31 Metro Detroit Ford Dealers!
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