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23 ‘you did mot eatjtbres dozen
‘ bananas Jast year, you did not
Bave your share. Over 40,000,
000 bunches,  or more than
13,000,000,000. bananps, were i

:1910. ; The lmmmmlly ol...thls
shipment can be more readlly
.grasped by the nt@temenz that
it would cover an mréa 20 fect
wide, reaching from New York
to San Franclsco, or,pleced end
to end, would extend thirteen
times around the earth at the
equator. The “slip”. in the peels
would lzunch the ships
world, The W

:me 1910 importation, at pold

t of export, was
tover $13,500,000, while In-all probebility the con-
qumlng public of the United |States  expended
‘over $33,000,000 for this delectable fruit.

|  Durlng ‘the past ten years| tho
ibupanas consumed in the Unlted States has
'more than doubled, and tho |ncreased, tropical
‘acreage’ under cultivation assures even —more
the next decade.
ting large quantl-

\startling figures for

‘European countrles are impor
‘tles of bananas; jast year Great Britaln con-
sumed over $8,000,000 worth, Germany, over
$1,000,000, and France, $500,000.

With the world's degreasing food supply, and
‘the wheat crop at & standst{ll, tbe banana comes
forward as an {mportant factor in saving the
day. One acre with little labor will annually
iproduce 17,000 pounds of bananas, or more than
‘one and one-third times as much food substance
s au acre of corn, two and onethird times as
Touch as oats, almost three times as much per
acre as wheat and potatoes, and four times as
much as rve. The chemical composition of ba-
nanas and potatoes is almost identicak

Forty years ago there were very few people In
{thls country who could boast of having scen 8
ibunch of bananas. The frult was practically un-
Jmown. Now, In even the most Temote country
istore, this “pride of the troplcs” is a familar
- 'sight. .
1 Despite the fact that milllons of bunches are

consumed, they belong almost wholly to one
member of the family, the common yellow
’Gulnco

have 1 and claesi as

.\ma.ny as 40 different species, ranging from the
‘ornamental! groups that do not develop frult; to
ithe glant bananas, the Platano of the Spaniards.
! The red banana s not common in the Amerl-
{‘can markets. In the Ubnited States" it 18 used
jonly to “dress” fancy baskets of fruit, but In
‘ithe troplcal countries it is qulte a favorlte. The
individual banana is large, but the.stalk does
not carry as many “bands” as the yellow varie-
ties, 80 as it does nét bring as large a price to
the grower and wholesaler, jts extenslw cultiya-
ltion 15 not encouraged.
Bapana culture I8 one of the oldest of. Indus-
trles. It bas.been kmown since the:origin of
. khe human race.  Long before the dawh of his-
kory in the olil world, perhaps long befare tho
pld world rose from ‘the waters, mar lived on
fhe fruit of the Musas. The b nana was gen-
rally considered a dative ot\soumem ‘Aslg,
gnd to bave been carrled fntq - Amerlea™ by -
Baropeans, until Humboldt threw doubt upon
its parely Asiatic origin, quoting early authors
jwho ‘asserted {that the banana,was clitivated
{n Amerlca 1¢ng before the tonquest, It is
“lclatmed tat dt the time of tha Incas in Peru,
jbapanss forméd one of the staple foodd of! the -
matives of the warm and tempdrate regions of
the Montane.; In spite of thejuncertainty as
to just which:cpuntry may clajm the‘fruit-ns
|sndigenous, a1l €ropical lands gssert their right
\to 1t
The first Imponman of hnna.nas
[Dnited States” occurred In. ‘1804, when ibn
. ischooner Reynard, on & voyage from 'Cuba,
sbrought into New York, as a.commerelal veh-
re, a consignment of 30 bunches; 'but the "
real beginning of the trade dates back to 1866,
(when Mr. Charles Frank undertook tha im.
‘portation of frult from Colon to New Yok,
Provious to that venture small cargoes. con:
sisting mainly of thé red banana hndt’ﬁeen re-

celved at {rregular intervals {rom ba.. In
1870, Captain:Baker,.an owner of a

g '
Captaln Baker ran’ into ' Jamalca s~ pec\u’e g
some cuccnnm B8 ballast to New. York L CATTY:
inga few bunches of. bananas on, the' Jeck af .

fature for-the industry oi that fslandirwhich
has been tulfilled, thuoaxnnns last yep‘g rgmh~,

Hng $4, uwobu.,fv g 2
On can conglnent,, baunnu ura auc:
50 dbgrees ude,"
xmm Tnmpim, Menco, 25 degrees nort
Asunclon fn Paragusy, In the Trople of nyri-
corn, 25 degrecs:south—n belt o¥er. 3,000 miles
{o wldth, Cuuvauan o! uxn lrult is pracucal-

ported Into tha United States In |

‘number of,

Meny °

an_experiment *'The result’ promised: 4 - greal i ng

of ithe
holesale «value of -
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‘Iy restricted :to the eastern coast line, for the
bamana {s one of the thirstiest ot plants, and
cannot be expected to produce {ts maximnm
amount of fruft in districts where there .are
less than 100 §; e8 of cnnual rainfall. Un-
fortupately fof Humahlty, great areas of the
land lying withid' this belt are high, dry and
sterlle, while others are pandy or rocky, so

only:a small fraction I8 so located that banana'

growing can be made profitable, The altitude
"must fiot Invite ‘danger of frost, and high tem-
pernture {s necessaryfor the ' growth. 'The
southern coast of, the Mexican giilt, the Pueérto
* Barriod sectfon. of Guajemals, 'the Puerto
Curtesdistrict of Honduras, the Puerto Limon
district of Costa Rica, the Blueflelds district of
Nicaragua, tha Bocgs del Torro region of Pan-
amg, the Colomblan province of ‘Santa Marta,
and cértaln’ portlans of -Cuba, Jamales, the Do-
‘minfcah Republfe, Haitt and Dutch- Guians, all
-combine’ the favored elements 6f sofl and ¢}t
mate. .
,The, plant, hps, tWo . natural enemles—the
gopher and the wind. storm—but ' against al-
most all. other- tropteal conditions its ‘hardi-
nood fs remarkable,:.’
1t 1s & matter!of commén observation ‘that

n the weeds and care-

y clean the ground
nbout the the root of each
“stalk. :

The banana plant will
grow with wonderful rap-
idity under favorable cir
cumstances. In fact, the
development from & Dew-
1y planted sucker to the
plant in full bearlng 18
simply short of marvel:
cus, Within a_ space of
stx or seven weeks the
two or three foot plant
has more than doubled.in
size, and a month or B0
later the leaves cease to

unfold and & spike ap-
paars out of the center of
the crown. This ia the fu-
ture sialk of the buiich
snd carrles & huge red-
blossom at the’énd. It
continually bending more and
rt timo it has turned com-

lotely upon ltself, so that the bananas Erow
gmi u{; ng in a position the reverse of which
they are usually hung. From seven to twelve ©
months after the blossom .appesrsthe. fruit:
ia ready for the gatherer.. At Sn'egulnr !n!\:x»
vala zlong the entire. atalk, and only’ extqnding
part of the way round at any one place, the
Jbracts, break forth tioy ridges ot flowers—
which' are uimost immediately replacéd 'by’
fine to twelve embryo bananas. ‘Thede are

develops rapldly,
more until fn’a sho!

account of thefr resemblance to those .mem-
bers when held in a tertain position. !
The!banana has a curlous and prodigalimeth:
od of propagation, for before the p:uent stalle
and frut have maturéd new ones ' spring "Gp.
These'are offshoots that grow from the root'of -
the original pianting; resembling sptouts from
the “gyes” of a potato, and each in tirn be
comes’ a parent atalk ‘with' its fruit.” It follows *
that unless most of Lhe conllnunlly appearing
new plants:are cut out (which Is the prictice)
the first stalk in & féw years will become the
center’, jof a miniatire Jungle. The'plants grow
to a Nelght of from?ffteen to thirty-five fect,
in alt until the #ofl is

9 seedless,

s genarations having led
10d of propagation. Some
éd-bearing - varieties -are:
> ptl)): sald o, “exiat’ hrlsnlated re;lnna of.the far

caat.
R

e ﬂrat abep tmrd culuvnuon s the olear-
*the Jund. lp the tangle of shrubs and
cvines and “the” thicksnarliof troplcal vegeta-:
tiof the. lxborer Gomes | with -an. ax -and
mchal J and.. cutsglow everything but the
" glant i ot the small timber and
brush has been’ teiled planting 18 commenced.
Yonng shoots ‘are obtained from a planta.
llon airendy in bearing and these are placed.in
rows about: 123 feet apart. When the planting
s ﬁnlshed tke only labor nccesmr: is to keen

overburdened with an enormous mass of stalk
and leaf growth, and stunted frilt {s. produced.
In planting for-the market about 200 hills are
“allowed to.tho acre. ~ Sometimes the number
can be! safely increased to 225, in: which case
there will be 500 stalks.: Howaver,\ufter onie -

Fear :LIl of thesa stalks do.not. produce & mar- -:

keublo bunch. of . bandnas, and the BYErage:

yleld {5 not.over 300:full bunches to. L\m acre

. per, agnum.., N
Perry, the

11} known suuwrlly on bnnaxma,

for fram ten to-fifteen cents, which ‘will have
& market value of 30 cents. The cost of pro-
ducing, after the first, crop is confined to emltl-
vnung and hmesdng. ‘which may be dune for
i ) i ;

[ RN R 1

from $10 tb $20 per acre ‘yearly. The met

+ often grows ln combination’ with other products.

. elther one or both comid
: bunches are cut when the frult is one-half to

pr
howaver, averpges about $50 per acre ih the
verious banana produclog sections. The banana

In pome cases it 18 used as a shade for youdg

. coffee plants. ‘

& great many people nra of the eplnlon that
the banana would be much better it it was al-
lowed to ripen on the plant, but this is ot the
case. Such rrult is emmg in flavor, does Dot
mature to' perfection, and the skin breaks, at:
tracting Dumerous insects, while the welght of
the bunch itseit becomesitoo great for the plant,
g to the ground. The

fhough still green and

threequariers | matured,
inues to feed from the

as bard as naila. * It cont

decays.

“cut stalk, which contal:
Shpuld the cutting occur

sap, until fully ripe.
too soon, however, the
yellow, will never attain

TWith the cutting of th
of the plant, for. it bears!

s o great amount of

rult, dlthough turning
the perfect flavor.

e bunch ends the lite
but once and I8 usval-

iy cut down to obtaln the fruit, or suecumbs-a

few days later. to the cle!
merely the byinging of
ground. Cuttlng the fri
only careful lnbor on th
the bunclies nclgh from
and even sllgm knocks d
spots, under which the f
However; by

ning process, which {s
a spent plece to the
it itself involves the
banana plantation, as
Mfifty to sixty pounds.
re followed by bruised
rult qulekly ripens and
e liberal use of dried

‘1s 2l astir. | First,out are the.“cutters,” who

‘tbie future “lands” of the bunch, 50 called on -

'to ihe earth) whers the bunch is cut from the

estimates that 'a grower can producs:a,bunch o eulate; cold

banana leaves the fruit !s sofely brought to *
rallroads.
Bananas grown for (he market zre planted,
2s a rule, of the border of navigable waters

Plantations. are dmdu; o sections or zones
of about ten to twenty i:iles in length, and the
zones are “cut” In mtmmn. thereby cleaning up
the available! supply of fruit {n onc or several
sections while it is maturing in others.

In Costa Rica the system which bas been
ovolved for Nandling the fruit from the time it
18 cut from ple plant until it s placed on the
dealer’s littlq stand in the far Interior cities of
tbe United States is indeed marvelous.

When o stamer starts from’a United States
port to secure Its cargo @ cable i sent advising
of the departure, so that preparatiods can be
made for cutting the crop. The carrying ca-
pacity of the,vessel is krown almost to a bunch.
Each Plsnmuon mnnager furnishes at the be-
glonlug of the week ad estimate-of the amount
of fruit he cin cut, and jone, tio, or three sec-
tions: may ba called upos, afcording to the size
‘of the ship and’ the quabll(y ot frult avallable
in each section. About; thm}'—slx hours previ-
Qus to the exyected urmal of the or

. Evelyn—But when {t comes to love:

making Harold {8 rather green, isn't

he?

3yrtle—Not now.

Evelyn—Indeed!
Myrtle—No, he's blue; I rejected”

him

last evening.

LAWYER CURED OF ECZEMA

-“While a&endmg school at. Lebarion,
Ohio, in 1882, I became aficted with
boils, which lasted for about two
years, when the afliction assumed the
form of an eczema on my face, the
lower part of my face being Inflamed

most of the time.

Thero would he

water-blisters rise up and open,.and
whergver the water would stouch It
would burn, and cause another one'to

rise.

the

After the bllster ‘would open,
place would scab over, and would

burd and itch so as to be glmost un-

bearable at.times,

in this' way the

sores would spread from one place to
another, back =and forth ‘over the
whole of my upper lip and ‘chin, and
at times tho whole lower part of my
facé would be a solid sore. This con-
dition continued for four gr five years,
without getting any better, and in' fact
got worse all the time, so much s0 -
that my wife became alarmed lest It
prove fatal,

+ “During 211 this time 0( bolls and
eczema, 1 doctored with the -best phy-
slcians of this part of the colintry, but

to oo avall, Finally T declded to try
Cutlcura Remedies, which I did, tak-
ing . the Cuticura Resolvent, applying
the Cuticura Olntment to the sores,
and using the Cuticura Smn for wash.
ing. In a very short timg I began to
notice improvement, and“foutinued to

use the Cuticura Remedies untll I wasg
well again, and heve not had a re-
curfence of the trouble-since, which Is

over twenty years.

1 have recom-

mended Cutichra Remedles to others
ever since, and have great faith {n

‘them as remedies for skin diseases.”
(Signed)

A. C. Brandon, Aftorney-at-

Laty, Greenvliie, O, Jan. 17, 1911
Although Cutlcura Soap and Olnt-

ment are sold everywhere, a gamplo

of each, with 32-page book, wlill be

mailed free on application«to
cura,”

“Cut

Dept. 3 K, Boston.

Could Take Her Cholce.

As the rallroad triin was stopplag.
an old lady not accudtomed to travel-

ing,
a;

“El(her door,
( answered the conductor.

hafled the passing conductor and

onductor, what door shnll 1 get
t by 7

graclausly
“The

ma‘am,”

car
stops at both ends."—Galesburg Maﬂ. -

amo iso smalier aftery
Antisepite pow

Saves gkt or mem Uboes toc casy. Glres
cowfort.  Mefuse subetifutes.

packnge, address Allea S. Olmsted,

CAN

For Fina o

A Commuter’s Explanation.

The man in the iron mask explained.
“They essured me there wWere no
mosquitoes here,” He cried: - .

Cole's CarboMsalvo qulckly relieves and

cures burnlng.
giscasos,
Cu

burn:

by dwzmx:
. W.

Itching and forturing ekin
I Sinata nuv sl vihe pam of
withou nd 8

"Vor freo. mrnplc weaite m
Colé & Co., Black River Falls, W

A man m'ay llke a girl ali the more
because sho seems’to like Him less.

Mra. Wingiow's Bootniug Byrup for Children
ieething, softans the gums. reduces lnfammar
ton, sllaya

pain, anrea wisd colle, 250 & bottlo.

derd afe sent' to the plantnmmu, notitying
them to cut frult for deliyery on a specific date.
The day befpre, the steamer 15 due trains are
made up and)sent out to pick up the fruit, these
trains belng so timed that steamers will not be
delayed waiting. for cargo.

On the morning of the'cutting, the -p!nnlnuun

go up and down the’long avenues of ‘bsnnns
planta, closely Inspecting each- hanging;;bunch.
In cutting the frult long lances are used,gpalm
poles srmed |with broad sleel blades. The.stalk

A llve goose Is worth more than &
dead ancestor, !

of the talleplaat 1 hulf severed at o point about { Pur

“elght feet ahiove the ground. The welght, of the
frult causes the top of the plant to bend glowly

-stem by, & alroks ot the machete, Following
- the cutters ;oms the ph:klngup gangs, who de-

- Jivér the fruit at the recciving platforms’ along

the railroad| track. An Inspector watcties the
fruit as ‘it 15 passed intg the'cars. He counts
and grades each bunch, xejecﬂng thode « that
shaw slgns n{ ripenfng ‘and those that 'are une
dersized. or "brulsed. }

After -cargoes : are &lschnrged ‘m the United
States, solld; 6 of bafana cars run as “spe-
clals” every| day In the ‘veek from New York,
, Baltimore and Néw Orleans to all of the largo
citles of the{country. Carloads are evén shipped
to.Calgary, Canada, over 2000 miles from New
Orleana.’ .
+ The- front! ventunler! D( the forward cars of
hese - traing, nml the’ rear *venttiators of the
last cars, dre' conuec!ed)by means of' canvas
- tubes nm frto a mald trunk chute. " A powerful
exhnunudmv.s off the heat thrown out by the
frult 1n [{ts [ripening process; and the fans cir |
dir-through every car in the tratn. |
'winter monuu the apemuan is re-
versed, ‘and fruit in transit durlng very cold
weather' Is (warmed while proceeding. to'its
destination. . R :

Durlog the

Blllonrags,
Slek eads

acha

Don’t Persecute

and Todlgesiies, e Billions

ke,
DOSF..SMALLPRIG&

_ 'Genuine must bear Signature .

DR. J. D.. KELLOGG'

ASTHMA_

Remedy for the prompt rolief of

Asthma and Hay. Fever,

dri

Ask your

ugglst for It. Wrlfo for FAEE SAMPLE.

NORTHROP &LYMAN C0. Ltd., BUFFALO, LY.

CALIFORNIA

Iiigated rallroad lands nt} pricetogtiers,

Tasto

S‘ml
.20 and 40 scrs tracta  Chicken nnch&
cutara

‘Writo for fll partc

Hommt & Alfkes, 920 6th St.,Sacrameato,Cab
. "
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