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Maple, West Bl { rough

JET’s ‘Falsettos sbundvs“m'pel?fect harmony

Jewish Ensemble Theatre pre-
sents “Falaettoa” in the Aaron
DeRoy Theatre at the Jewish
Community Center, GGDO Ww.

cious theatre.

What makes it delicious?
Begin with somo savvy perfor-
:nuncca by n cast that scems tai-

Oct. 6. Call (248) 788- 2900 for
tickete and show times. Tickets
range from $13 to $23. Senior,
student and group discounts
available.

Y VICTORIA D1Az
SPECIAL WiITER

If you're looking for some fine’

entertainment that'a slightly off*
beat, you can't lose with “Falset-
tos,” now on-stage at the Jewish
Ensemble Theatre,

Directed by Nicholaa Calanni,
the musical (in which all lines
are sung, not spoken) centers
around a rather ordinary Jowish
guy named Marvin who (inds
himaelf facing some really big
probtems. He has a wife and an
adolescent son, and he's fallen
hard for a hunky guy named
Whizzer.

The Tony Award-winning

“Falscttos,” written by William
Finn and James Lopine, is the
first musical cver produced at
the JET. Let’s hope it's the begin-
ning of a trend. From ita opening
number, “Four Jews in a Room
Bitching,” to the concluding
“Falsettos,” this is simply deli-

MuUsSIC

de for these upbeat-d
beat tunes and the
funny/sad/provocative flavor of
thia timely play that deals with
everything from AIDS to family
valuea to “nouvelle bar mitzvah
cuisine,”

John Sarter's Marvin seems s
ordinary — and as complex ~ a8
your next-door neighbor, Some-
how, he makes this character -
who leaves hia wife and yourig
son for the distinctly-less-than-
perfect Whizzer ~ both totally
convincing and utterly sympa-
thetic,

As the Juscious lug, Whizzer,

Brian Schulz gets the chance to .

wear a lot of tight jeans and
muscle-hugging T-shirts, while
he's winning our hearta as well
as Marvin's. No small amount of
his appenl lica in his way with a
song, eapecially the confessionnl,
*“The Games I Play”

In the role of Trina, the attrac.
tive but often-confused wife, Mil-
ica Govich turns in an irre-
sintible and effortless perfor-
mance. “The only thing that’s
breaking up is my family,” she
sings. “But me ~ I'm breaking

down.”

Lot it be noted that we should
all possess such charm and style
as we fall to picces.

Joflf Nahan, as the therapist
who can't resist Trina, is maybe
the most lovable lecher you'll
over come acrosd. And Judy Dery
and Barbara Coven as the *les-
bians next door” are a talented
and dynamite duo,

Finally, Nicholos Carnfield as
the caught-in-the.middle, adoles-
cent son, tums in a performance
that flirts with brilliance. His
Jason is as subtle as he is lively,
as able to touch your heart as to
tickle your funny bone.

William Finn's music is under
the first-rate dircction of Ben
Cohen. This translates into a
confident cast, and proof that it's
not ncccssary to posseas a grand
singing voice to deliver a song in
a very big way.

Combine all of the above with
aome especially zippy pacing,
plus some creative and coreful
attention to lighting (Mark
Berg), costumes (Edith Leavis
Bookstein), and sets (Monika
Essen), and it's hard to find a
single false note in this rendition
of “Falsettos,”

1n the act: John Sartor (left to rlght) Nicholas Cornfield and Milica Govich in
JET's production of “Falscttos.”

A new and familiar face at DSO’s opening concert

The Detroit Symphany Orches-
tra opens its new 1997-98 con-
cert senson at Orchestra Halt
tonight with Polish conductor
Jerzy Semkow and 14-year-old
pinno prodigy Helen Huang as
the soloiat. The program features
Beethoven's Leonore Overture
No. 3, Mozart's Piano Concerto in
C major (K. 467) and Brahms’
Symphony No. 4.

Since last year's concert sea-
gon, the historic Orchestra Hall
neighborhood hos undergone a
dramatic physical change.
Patrons can sce Phase I of the
$80 million Orchestra Place
Development Project, a new five-
atory office/retail complex and an
800-car parking deck.

New sidewalks and lamppost
banners have also been added to
the arca. And in early 1998, a
new restaurant, Duct, will open
near the e6rner of Woodward and
Mack Avenue.

Kicking off the new DSO sea-
son, WQRS -FM (105.1) will fea-
ture a BpEcml opening night
broadcast starting at 7 p.m. The
show will be hosted by Dave
Wagner and feul.ure intervicws
with i tick-

Rome.

Semkow's recordings include
the first complete original ver-
sion of Mussorgsky’s “Boris
Godunov." Among his other

i are major orch 1
worke by Tchaikovsky and
Bruhma, the last ten annrl

jes with the Nati.
Philharmonic of Warsaw, and
Scrinbin’s Symphony No. 3 and
Symphony No. 3 with the Lon-
don Philharmonic.

Pinno prodigy Helen Huang
makes her Detroit debut. Her
e list of ta
include performanccs with the
New York Philharmonic, the
Philadelphia Orchestra, The
Cleveland Orchestra, the Leipzig
Gewandhaus Orchestra, the
National Symphony Orchestra,
the Montreal Symphony and the
Israel Chamber Orchestra.

In 1885, Huang appeared with
the New York Philharmonic
under Kurt Masur, playing
Beethoven's Piano Concerto No.
23. The concerto was recorded
and released on Haung's debut
CD later that year. She made her

ional television debut in o

et holders nlong with recordings
of the evening’s repertoire.

Featured erformers:
Semkow and Huang

Over the yenrs, Jerzy Semkow
has becn enc of the DSO's
favorite performers.

His conducting posta include
tenures at Music Director of the
St. Louis Symphony, Principal
Conductor of the Royal Danish
Opera and the Royal Danish
Orchestra in Copenhngen, and
Music Director of the Orchestra
of Radio-Televisione Italiana in

concert with the Boston Pops
Orchestra for PBS' “Evening at
the Pops.”

Music Director Neeme Jarvi
will lend the Detroit Symphony
Orchestra and guest pianist
Murray Perahin in three perfor-
mances at Orchestra Hall 8 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 19; 8:30 p.m. Satur-
day, Sept. 20; and 3 p.m. Sunday,
Sept. 21,

‘The program will include Esto-
nian composer Rudolf Tobias'
Overture to “Julius Caesar,” n
piano concerto by German
Romantic composer RobertySchu-

Director: Neeme Jarvi, music director of the Detroit
Symphony Orchestra, will make his 1997-98 season

debut on Sept. 19.

mann, and Danish composer
Carl Nielsen's Symphony No, 6.

Perahia will be giving his first
performance at Orchestra hall
pince 1990 when he appeared in
recital. In the thirty years that
he has been performing on the
concert stage, Perhin has played
to sold-out houses, and his Sony
Classical discography of aver 40
recordings makes him one of
today’s leading recording artiats.

He received a Grammy for
Best Chamber Music Perfor-
mance for his fecording of Bar-
tok's “Sonata for Two Pianos and
Percussion.”

OCT. 1 tHRU 5
Jpe Louis Arena

* SHOWTIMES «

OPENING NIGHT TICKETS ONL\'
$5 FOR

d. OCT. 1 + 7:30 PM
KIDS UNDER 12!

Courtesy of WDIV-TVA

Thu, OCT. 2
Fil. ©OCT,
Sat. OCT.
Sun. OCT,

in the first behind-the-scenes
Pre-Concert Conversation of the
senson WQRS Program Director
Dave Wagner will be the guest
on Sept. 12, This series of infor-
ma) and lively discussions is free
to all ticket-holders, and takes
place every Friday on the
Orchestra Hall stage. Call (313)
833-3700 for more information.

Detroit Symphony Orchestra

What: Detroit Symphony Orchestra 1997-98 opening: concert,
Jerzy and pianist Helen Huung
When: 8 p.m. Thursday-Fridny, Sept. 11-12, and 8:30 p.m. Sut-
urday, Sept. 13
‘Where: Orchestra Hall, 3711 Woodward Avenue, Detroit
Tickets: $17-542, box seats: $60. (313) 833-3700.
Upcomiing concerts:

Classical Series

M A Celebration of Music for Film - I" - 8 p.m. Fri., Sut., and 3
p.m., Qct, 3-5; “A Celebration of Music for Film - 1I" - 8 p.m.
Thur,, 8:30 p.m. Sav., 3 p.m,, Sun,, Oct. 9, 11, 12

B Isane Stern performs new work, Stravinsky's Symphnny in
Three Movements. 8 p.m, Thur, Fri, 30 p m Sut,, Nov. &

B Yo-Yo Mu, “In Recital,” 8 p.m., Fri., Jan

W Kathleen Battle performs Hn)dnn "Nurm Theresin,” nnd
Rovel's Daphanis and Chioe, Svite No. 2., 8 pam, Thurs,, 8:30 p.m.
Sat., 3 p.an. Sun., Jan. 29,31 & Feb, 1

The Pops Series

B Dave Brubeck, 8 pm. Thur, 8:30 p.m. Fri., Sat, 3 p.m. Sun,
Oct. 16-19.

W “Sophisticated Ellington: Symphony and Swing,” with special
guest Mercedes Ellington, 8 p.m. Thur, 8:30 p.m. Fri., Sat., 3 p.m.
Sun., Feb, 5-8.

M “Brondway Night at the Pops: The Music of Cole Porter,” 8
p.m. Thur,, 8:30 p.m. Fri., Sat. 3 p.m. Sun., Feb, 26-Mar 1.

The Ameritech Jazz Scries
0. \Z’umlim Cleo Laine & John Dankworth, clarinet, 8 p.m. Thur,
ct. 23

® Housce of Biucs Tour, 8 pm. Fri., Dec. &
M Sonny Rollins, 8 p.m., Sat, May 16
Young Peoplc’s Series (for ages 5-12)
M “New Tales of the Arabian Nights,” 11 a.n., Sat., Oct. 18
W “How Music Saved the Holidays,” 11 2.m,, Sat., Dec. 20

Tiny Tots Series (for ages 3-6)
at Mercy High School in Farmington Hills
B DSO Valentine Greeting,” 10:15 & 11:45 aan,, Sat., Feb, 14
# “Bugs and Balloons,” 10:15 & 11:45 a.m., Sat., May 23

DETROIT HOCKEY GREAT, HALL OF FAMER
AND 8-TIME STANLEY CUP CHAMPION

RED KELLY

FORMER DETROIT HOCKEY STAR AND
3-TIME STANLEY CUP CHAMPION

GLEN SKOU ¢

£ KIDS UNDER 12 SAVE $3.00 ON TICKETS|
TO BUY TICKETS:
* ARENA BOX OFFICE

K sEmEasr, outlets
* BY PHONE:
{248) 645-6666
{519) 7O2-2222 i conssa
$10 50 513 50 - $15 50

e botd. D
e Vatvs Tainaan

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 13TH
1:00PM - 3:00PM
$5.00 ANY TEM

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 14TH
1:00PM - 3:00PM
$3.00 ANY ITEM

EE

FRIDAY
MISSION

o scn mnmu o€

eourts
900 SOPIF Mo Seivich

TICKETS.NOW:ON SALEL"




