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Class sparks teens’ confidence

BY TiM Bxrra
STAFY WRITER

Tho hardest part {s getting
them there,

It's usually only after paronts
or othor adults drag them in
kicking and screaming do adoles-
conts scttlo down to the idea of
participating in a toon Dale
Carnegie courae, such as the ane
recently completed in Farming.
ton Hills,

Once they buy into the iden,
they quickly make changes to
how they want to live their lives,

_Building sclf-confidenco and
giving teenogers ammunition to
fight against peer pressure arc
some of the benefits of taking the
12.week course, which was co-
taught by Farmington Hills resi-
dent Kathy Tosoeian and Sue
Dahlmann,

“We saw some amazing differences,”
Tosoian said. *They come in with cloged
arms and a ‘Why am I here? attitude.

“Within three wecks we start to sce
changes and by scasion nine they're totally

turned around in their attitude.”

For example, Tosoain said some of the
Carnegie kids were “going home and hugging
their parents, showing appreciation, saying
‘I am now aware of the sacrifices you made.”

One of the 44 teens in the Farmington
Hills course told Tosoian that he was

By TIM SaTH
STAFF WHITER

Residents who want to have
input into future improvements
to Farmington's central buginess
district are encouraged to attend
a public information meeting
scheduled for 7 p.in. Thursdoy at
the city hall council chnmbers.

The Farmington Downtown
Develapment Authority will host
the session about long-range
improvements to the business
area,

“We'll be open to any sugges-
tions, ideas and critiques,” soid
DDA President Judy Downey.
“That’s tho point of it.”

Discussion will hinge on six
potential improvements as sug-
gested by landscape architect
Grissim/Mctz Associates, Inc. of
Farmington Hills.

Thoae improvements would
attempt to “create focal points
and other site amcnities to
improve the appearance and pro-
mote pedestrian activity,”
according to John Grissim, presi-
dent of the architectural firm, in
a recent letter to Downey.

“We'll take ideas from the
meeting and go back to the
(DDA} board in October and pri-
oritize™ potential projects, deter-
mining whether they fit into
plans for the 1998-99 fiacal year,
Downey explained. “A lot of it
might sound wonderful, but do
we have the money?”

Made It: Carnegie teen course grads (from left) Julie

Debolski, Ryan Jones and Brian Davies.

many friends,”

enrolled just to make friends. “He made so

Among graduates of the 12-week course
were Brian Davies, Julie Dobolski, Ryan
Jones, Sheotal Patel and Kelly Misch, all
from the Farmington area.

Before taking the course, 14-year-old Ryan
Jones was quiet, except around close fricnds.
It didn't take long for her to improve her
communication okilla, one of the reasons her
parents wanted her to take the course.

“I wasn't too shy, I could talk to certain

High School, “But when I took
the courae it (communicating)
became much ensier.”

The closs was o pleasant sur-
prise for the teen, who plana to
usc some of her new-found skilla
at Harrison. “It will help me par-
ticipate, give presentationa in
front of tho class.”

According to Tosoinn, n one-
time school teacher whose 15-
year-old daughter Jenny gradu-
ated from an earlier Carncgie
course, instructing youngaters in
the motivational program is as
tough a teaching tosk as she's
ever faced,

“It's a challenge just to get
them to focus their attention and
take the clasa scriounly,” Tosoian
said. “Once they get into the
meat of the course, the teasing of
ench other stapped.”

Meanwhile, Dahlmann is getting ready to

begin a teen-adult course in West Bloom-

field, to begin Thuraday at the West Acres
Subdivision Clubhouse, On Sept. 28, a simi-
lar course will begin in Brighton, Tosoian

said. (Call 248-366-9135; 248-220-6704 for

information)

“I'd love to do another Farmington one,”
Tosoian said. She nlso wanta to bring
& ! r h

to the Far Pub-

teachers.

people,” said Ryan, a freshman at Harrison

DDA talk Thursday
eyes changing look,
focus of downtown

Following arc the suggestions
from Grissin/Metz:

| City Hall Site: Creato a focal
point, inward oriented for activi-
ties and a “people place.”

™ Corner of Grand River and
Farmington: Revise design to
have o destination and focal
point for pedestrians, while
retaining attractiveness.

B Downtown Center: Revise
parking and roadway system,
T ing parking lot bered
apaces, while creating pedestri-
an walkways, ndditional land-
scaping and a more attractive
shopping area.

W Orchard Strect Area: Revise
roadways and parking lot to
accommodate morc green, a
farmers market or bond shell,
and provide a pedestrian link
from Farmington Road to devel-
opment and connection to Grand
River.

@ Grand River Gazebo:
Redesign immediate area to a
common space and screen view
of parking lat. Create a quiot,
inward oriented Mini Park.

M Intersection of Warner and
School streets with Thomes
Street. Create roundabouts at
intersections, screen out parking
lota and provide a unified
streetscape.

Farmington City Hall is locat-
ed at 23600 Liberty Street, near
Grand River-Farmington Road.
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school year concluded. The
school decided to honor the clnes
at the start of the current year,
even though some of the stu-
dents moved on to middle achool.

“It was really great, really
fun,” said current Hillside fifth
grader Christophor Terterian,
after gotting his T-shirt, certifi-
cate and pin for his efforta, “We
got to make morphs of our-
aelves.”

Morphing entails creating
drawings on the software, toking
& digital photograph, and lotting
one blend into the other. When
one visits the Bita of Art Web
poge, and clicks onto one of 20
squares depicting a student’s
sell-portrait, the sketch becomes
a photo in seconda - and reverts
back again,

Thote is a second available
link for each student, detailing

13 or )
Emily Erickson likea dancing
and awimming. Visitors con also
learn about the Bits of Art class
and how to send feedback.

Tho experience wasn't limited
to students. Six moms also took
part, drawing some praise dur-

B ing the nssembly from Hillside
. Principal Jan Colliton.

'

“Tho moms did n great job,”
Colliton said, “Almost as good a8

.. their children.”

By visiting the Web site

E (httpiwww.farmington k12.miu.

" s/FPS/schools/illside/bita/pages!

index.itml), one can alao see old
childhood photographs of tho

* moms magically morph into

what they look like today.
Although Christopher's mom,

Janet Terterian, did no partici-
pate in the class, she was on
hand at last week's assembly,
watching the “Dream Team” get
ita due,

“I think it's very educational,”
she snid. “The computer is some-
thing we're all going to be need-
ing”

Calvin Clark, president of
Farmington Hills-based Frost-
byte Communications, Inc., also
attended the assembly. Clark
worked with Warner and her
class to design the pages.

Clark called the exercise some-
thing that gave the children a
glimpse of a “real world project.
They weren't just creating a
drawing of themselves, but a
drawing with purpose. In busi-
ness, if you teach n child todo a
drawing that can be used on a
Web page, you've taught them
that there’s purposa for art
beyond putting it into a picture
frame.”

Besidea Emily Erickson and
Chriatopher Terterian, the
*Dream Team” included the fol-

lowing studenta (several who-

have since gone on to middle
school): Madelyn Benisatto, Greg
Fraser, Stephanie Lee, Saman-
tha Lehto, Brittany Luso, Curtis
Patton, Andrew Starkoy, Robec-
cn Wendling, Molly Cotter (and
her mom), Brittany Farmeor,
Matthew Leach (and his mom),
Keaton Motte, David Morroule,
Johannah Scarlet (and his mom),
Laura Skimin (and her mom),
Adrienne Sundquist (and her
mom), Brian and Eric Yettor
(and their mom).

in
lie School District, bath for students and

FOX Sports on deck for
Time Warner Cable TV

Time Warner Cable is
launching FOX Sports
Detroit, FOX Sporta Net's
newest regional sports net-
work on Wednesday, Sept.
17, on Channel 25,

*We are pleased to add
FOX Sports Detroit and its
strong lineup of sports pro-
gramming to Time Warner
Cable. We think viewers will
really enjoy the selection of
event covernge, news pro-
grams and magazine shaws
the network has to offer,”
said Tom Bjorklund, general
manager and vice president
of the firm, whose cable ser-
vice aren includes Farming-
ton and Farmington Hills.

FOX Sporta Detroit will
present more than 200
Detroit-based professional
sporting events annually. In
total, the network delivers in
excess of 600 live and exclu-
sive cvents cach yeor to
viewers th h tichi

Detroit Red Wings' NHL
Hockey, Detroit Tigers'
Major League Bascball, and
Detroit Pistons' NBA Bosket-
ball, major callege event cov-
erage, plus the nightly FOX
Sports News.

The netwark will also pro-
duce live coverage of Detroit
Vipers' IHL Hockey, Detroit
Rockers’ NPSL Soccer, o
CCHA Game of the Week
and the Great Lakes invita-
tional hockey tournament.

“We want our viewers to
understand that we arc abso-
lutely committed to being the
best sports viewing option for
a8 mony fans as possible in
Michigun nnd Ohio, and we
are delighted that Time
Warner Cable has added our
network to its programming
lineup,” snid Tim Kraas, FOX
Sports Net senior vice presi-
dent of affiliate relations,

In addition to its core pro-

and northern Ohio,

The netwerk's staple pro-
gramming consists of exclu-
sive live coverage of the

FOX Sparts Net
airs college football gamesn
and live men's and women's
college basketball games.

sensational

Votre Nom...

A sensational now look from Votre Nom...
Jacket, Brown. Sizes 1-5 {equivalont

to American sizes 4-14), $295.
Pants. Brown, Sizes 4-14. $148.
Turtleneck, Black ar hrown.

Sizes S,M,L, $185.

Collection Sportswear.

Jacobsons

Blemingham
{248) 844-G300

Uvonla
(313) 691-7690
[¥% hours « Mon-Sat 10-8 » Open Sunday at Noon.

Rochostor
{248) 851-6000




