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‘Answer woman’ merits ,.hono_r

'BY KAREN HERSES SMITH
BTAFF WIITER

When the staff of the psychological clinic
ot Qakland County Probate Court needed a
‘much-deserved break from their work one
June day, secretary Robin ZHpmel suggest-

80 deserving,” snid Qnkland County Probate
Judge Barry M, Grant. “Robin is so gracious.
She never thinks of herself. Sho's tha type of
person you don't have to osk because she
thinks of it herself.”

Dr Bernnrd Gaulicr, Zopinski's boss in the

-vd a June bug party, lete with appeti
.ors that resembled or were numad after
..bugs.

When the same folks have computer prob-
lems, they nsk Zapinski for help. In fact, her
‘coworkers teasingly call her the Shell
‘Answer Woman.

-+ And when those coworkers come looking
.for their paychecks on payday, they know
Zapinski has them ready to distribute,

Zapinaki's creativity, teamwork and dedi~
cation have earned her the Employeé of the
Year Award at Oakland County Probate
Cuurt in Pontiae,

'I‘m renl pleased,” snid Zapmsk\. 30, an

Township resid “It's .nice
!hc staff npprccmlc what you do ...I feel
real privileged.”
+ Zapinski was nominated by coworkers and
then selected by a committee to receive the
-award, which was announced during n staff
meeting,

According to those who work with her, the

award is well-deserved. “There’s no question

in my mind that her (Zapinski's) selection is

i”‘Balloon. fest starté Friday

Springficld Oaks County Park

champion

1 clinic, agreed: “Robin always

hns a pleasant demeanor, always hos a smile |

on her face, She works very well with people
jnside and outside the court.”

Zopinski came to work for the court as a
co-op student enrolled in the sccretarial pro-
gram at the Onklund Technical Ccnlcr-
Northwest Campus in S| 1d T

but I had heard it wasn't casy to gv:l into the
county,” sho explained.

In November 1986, after a coup]e of
months working in the prosecutor’s office,

Zapinski wept back to work for probate court*

after her former aupervisor called to sny
thero was an opening back in the file room.
Zaopinski hos remnjned with probate court

..over since, working in a number of clerical.

positions. For the past three years, she has
split her time as a secretary between the
paycholozxcnl clinic and the casework ficld
acrvu:es division,

Zaopinski started wm-kmg. filing things uwny

and delivering mail to various offices’in the

court. Sometimes, nhed answer phones, for
ies. “I enjoyed the

enjoyed the people I worked wm\ Zapinski

said of her co-op days at the court.

Zapinski continued to work as a co-op stu-
dent through her senior year, gradunting
from Holly High School in 1985. That sum-
mer, after she'd onded her co-op arrange-
ment at the court, she left for a vncnunn,
planning to look for full-time

who'a married to Michacl, a pro-
cessor for Valiant Interoational in Troy, soid
sho was attracted to the seeretarial field
because of her mother. “The secretarial field
is what my mother had done and had talked
to me about.,” she said.

However, the variety of tasks her boases
give her to work on and the autonomy they
nllow her in carrying out those tasks have
.kept her motivated, she said. Some of anin~
gki's job rcaponnlhmtlca include arranging
trnlmnu aeamon‘s for court employees und

when she returned. o
But when she got back home, a messoge
wag waiting for her saying that the Oakland

. County Prosccutor’s Office was mu:restod in

d sprend sheets for both
dnpurtmenle she works in.,

Zapinski also is gaining managerial expe-
rience in her job. Under her very capable
tutullugo she is aupervming 2 young now

hiring her for a elerical

“was surprised. I had put on applicatien in,

horse contests,

is hosting the 12th Annual Hot

hayrides, demonstrations, a
Air Balloon Festival Sept, 19 -

juried craft show, tethered rides
benefiting Children's Miracle
Network, a petting farm, enter-
tainment, spectator games and
contests, plus figure 8 car races
on Friduy and a demolition
derby Saturday.

An event entry fee of $5/vehi-
cle and $2/walk-in will be
charged.

Springficld Oaks County’ Park
is on Andersenville Road at Hall

.. Festivitics begin Friday night
with the “Festival of Lights” bal-
laon glow at dark. Balloons
-inflate on the field but do not
‘take flight.

<+ Balloon Federation of Amori-
ca-sanctioned competition Qights
dre scheduled for Saturday and
Sunday at approximately 7:30
*a.m. and §:30 p.

Family activities include

Road in Davisburg.

whe } tobe...n co-op stu-

dent.

Date: - Seplember
Locatlon: Wayne State
Time; 79pm.

Call for Dotalls:
'1-800-KAP -TEST

180-KA-EST

wwwkaplan com
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You're thinking...
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b) Why don't their Iinings come in gold? .

a) Which onc is cloud nine?
¢) Docs any Jlmdy offer health care p/mu ithis many slmpcs and sizes? g

At HAP, we know that different people have different health care nvudn Sn we offera wul-: variity of leuu
And, no matter which plnn you chouse, you can count on qunllty care, useful information and a level of attention
- : yon've come to expect. From pu\p]l: who have both fect (umly p]nnlcd on'the gwuncl Alter all, you shouldn’t have to
spend a lot of time llunlemg about health care, That's what we do. For mare m‘nrmnhon call us at 313-872-8100.
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wwwhapeorp.org
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Rocelves award: Robin Zapinski of Clarkston receives’
an Employee of the Year award from Probate Court
judges Barry Grant and Eugene Arthur Moore,
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CHIMNEYS ROOFS

* Cleaned * Repaired

* Screened * Re-Roofed

« Repaired ' * New

* New s Leaks
Stopped:

+ LICENSED
+INSURED
+ GUARANTEED |

+ Senior
Citizen

,
Discour |

CROWN CONTRACTG

(313) 427-3981

SINCE 1957

(248) 344-4577 ;

Our Geriatric  program
A ua lt Llfe provides 24 hour baslc I
nursing care. Our stall = K

includes RNs, LPNs, CENAs, -
a  fulltbne  recreational ¥
theraplst  and  activity ;
. coordinators as well
volunteers.

g
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+ Cheerful semi-private rooms

» Meals prepared by chef
{kosher meals avallable}

« Barber/beauty shop

« Respite and extended stays

+ 24 hour physlcian cnverage

+ Restorative nursing program

* Recreational programs

THI‘.f

To schedule a tour, or for more information,
call Shcrry Samson at (810) 350.8070.
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26900 Franklin Rd. * Southfield
(810) 350-8070
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@ Local Monltoring Station
® Local Sales and Service
® Rosldentligl Atarms
® Commerclal Alarms

© 100% Monoy Back Guaranteo:

Check our website for
howe safety tips ~
www.stayout.com

sBasic Package

Retail Value

) 399, Telephone
Conncetion Kit, monthly monitoring
fee and monitaring agreement required,
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1 -BQQ-STAV-OUT'
Guardian Alarm

* 1-800-702-0683 «+ 24-hour Operalors » www.slayoulcom




