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District still faces space problems
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director for K-12 instruction and
student services, and school
Principal Peggy McKinley to find
out if an extrn teacher could be
hired to alleviate overcrowded
classrooms at that level,

And parents at Longacre Ele-
mentary School were worried
that too muny students were rid-
ing on a bus,

Kenbrook parents such as
Rebecen Pniewski found out at
the meeting with Cowan and
McKinley thut another fourth
grade teacher could not be hired,

rt, there were 321 accidents  be proud of,” he snid,
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The district's decinion about
whether to bring in someone to
ossist fourth grade teachers was
expeeted “by the end of the
week,” snid Pniewski, adding
that parents had mixed feelings
after the meeting.

On Tuesday, Cowan said it
was probnble the solution would
be bringing a part-time parapro-
fessional to aplit 10 hours among
the three fourth grade class-
rooms = which currently have
cnrollment of 30, 29 and 29 atu-
dents.
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On Wednesday, McKinley said
the parents at the meeting folt
“real atrong (that) they cnjoyed
their child’s teacher and didn't
want to move their child from
that class. But they wanted some
help for their teachers.”

Cowan also told the paronts
during the meoting that the hir-
ing of another toacher would
drop the building’s student-per-
teacher ratio well below guide-
lines estoblished by the district.
Currently, enrollment is about
22-23 pupils per class in grades
1-3; about 26 etudenta per cless
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McKinloy anid sho was work-
ing with tho district on finding
out which parapro might be
uvmlnb]o to ammcdmu:]y como ta
K She also d
with the fourth grade tenchera
how n parapro might be used in
the classroom.

“We're planning on splitting a
portion of each day to support
literacy efforts,” said McKinloy,
estimating the purapro would
have sbout 46 minutes per day
in cach clngsroom.

Space concerns carly in the
1997-98 achool year also are
being felt at Longacre, According
to parent Lauren Krawee, her
daughter was among 80 or so
children riding four to a soat
during bus trips to and from
their school,

But Chery] Cannon, the dis-
trict's assistant superintendent
for business, said 72 Longacre
students were being transported
on n 65-passenger bus. Districts
are permitted by the state to
carry 10 percent more than bus
capacity until Fourth Friday,
which is this week.

The youngsters who ride the
bus with Krawec's daughter
were temporarily switched to a
72-passenger bus, Cannon said a
couple stops from that route
probably would move to a differ-
ent bus to balance the loads,

“This has been an ongoing
thing in the ncighborhood with a
lot of parents calling and com-
ploining,” Krawec said.

She was told by an employee
in the transportation depart-
ment that the first priority is
getting every child transported
to school on time.

“I said to her that I'd rather
have my child show up 16 min-
utes late knowing they're there
safely,” Krawec said.
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