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SERVING THE COMMUNITY

Splrited: Stu-
dents at
Mercy High
School in
Farmington
Hills
enjoyed
spirit week
activities
last week. Shown is
Junior Lynda Winslon
after the pie eating con-
test./A2

Melissa’s
miracle
continues

By LARBY O'CONNOR
STAFY WRITER

Meliasa Gorr has made a enough of
remarkable recovery to ask her parents n
question they and others have been won-
dering since a freak accident left their
daughter comatose and in critical condi-
tion.

*“She wants to know why; Why did a tree
limb fall on her?,” said Mike Garr, Melis-
sa’s father. *All we can say, ‘We don't know
why Melissa.™

In the past week, the Farmington High
atudent hns gone from being on life support
to recognizing visitora in tha coma rehabili-
tation unit at St. Josoph Mercy Hospital.
She began to use sign language in order to
communicate.

“She knowa it from schoal,” said Mike
Garr, Farmingtor Hills fire licutenant. *We
started watching her hands and she began
signing lettors of the alphabet. Sho was
able to sign, ‘I love you dad.™

The Farmington High student was criti-
cally injured after a tree limb struck her on
the head at the Fermington Glon Aquatic
Center July 23, Damago was so severe that
doctora could only register activity in the
lower brain stem when nourclogical tests
weroe done in mid-August.

Melison, 16, is not able to speak because
a tracheotamy tube restricte nir passage
needed to vibrate her vocal chorda, Surgery
is planned to replace the tuba.

She's getting her point across by other
means.

At one point becoming frustrated while
wiing pign langunge, she grabbed a chalk
board from her father and began writing
messages herself.

Melioza is also becoming incrensingly
ngitated. She pulled her feeding tube out of
her atomnrh and indicatea sho wants to ge
home, her futher said,

“{ apoke with the doctor and he said that
was & stage she had to get thiough,” Mike
Garr said. “They sce that a lot with coma

ients: They got agitated and d

“Tho doctors and nurees are amazed at
her recovery,”

Sinco being able to communicate, Melisaa
is keen to sherw ehe remembera koy events
- including a trip she teok with her mother
Susan to Muckines Ieland,

During the Michigan-Notre Dame foot-
ball gume Saturday, her father bought her
a squeezable football in the gift shop, He
gave it to her to exercise her fingers, but
was rmazed to see holizsa throw tho ball.
Tho two playced cateh for five minutes, he
sadd.

“It’s takon Meliuga horsolf and a lot of
proyers to bring this mirncle,” Mike said.
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Color tour; Farmington Hills Naturalist Joe Derek, right, leads a group of senior citizens

ugh Heritage Park last week as part of a nature walk. Another fall color walk is sched-
uled for seniors at 10 a.m. Monday, Oct. 6. The cost is $2. For details,"call 473-1830. Derck
will also lead any residents interested in a trip through Farmington Hills' Woodland Hills
Nature Park for a guided tour from 9:30-11 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 4, as part of the park open
house. Refreshments will be served. Call 473-9530.

Eatery
gets

health
dept. OK

Maggots found
in ‘isolated’ case

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
STAFF WRITER

Three customers at o Farmington
Hills steak house said they found mog-
gots on their food, prompting a com-
plaint with the Qakland County Health
Department. A restaurant apokesman
snid it was an isolnted incident that
was quickly addressed.

A Detroit woman said she was eating
with her doughter and niece ot the
Lone Star Steak house on Orchard
Lake Sunday afternoon when the inci-
dent occurred, She made the discovery
after maving the sauteed mushrooms
k) and onions from her T-bone steak.

Lone Star's shelled peanuts — a pop-
ular feature at the Texas-styled restau-
rant — were the source of the larvae, o
district manager snid.

“Unfortunately, they did come from
our peanuts, We took care of the issue
and the heaith department just gave us
a clesn bill of health; They're very sat-
isfied,” said Lamark Brown, Lone Sta
district -

Now bond plans take shape

BY T BMITH
BTAFY WRITER

Farmington school board Trustee
Priscilln Brouillette asked about loca-
tion of electrical cutlets in a prapesed
new acience lab at Farmington High
School recently, indicating that the
board won't be a rubber stamp as far as
bond issue projecta are concerned.

Brouillette's question, and inquirics
from other board members during the
Tuesday, Sept. 23 regular mesting,
showed that i's will need to be dotted
and t's crogaed before the first nail is
hammered next spring.

Such scrutiny will be expected by
residents who are footing the bill for
the projects included in the two-part
$93.1 million bond issue that was

will lnst.”

concern,

added.

commitmert and
now their expecta-
tion is that the dis-
trict will come up
with fucilities that

He emphasized
that it is up te staff’
persons to “coma
forward®™ if they
have a question or
Svake

Concurring was
Superintendent
Bob Maxfield, who
said he was gener-
ally comfortable
with the architec-

“We don't know if it'a a bad batch or
what, but it has been token care of.”
Brown refused to comment on the
police report or possible litigation,

The woman wha epotted the insect
larvae has retained attorney David L.

Tha Sept. 16 approval of
a $93.1 million bond issue
in the Farmington Public
Ychool District moant an
“incrensed tox rate of 1.64
mills.

But, due to a roliback
required by Propusal A,
the increased lavy will
actually be about 1.28
mills, according to school
board members, which
lust wook asot 1987-98

for operating.

in the district,

District cuts bond tax rate

millage rates if 2,28 milly
for dobt and 12.61 mills

By ndding the two fig-
ures, homeowners will
pay 14.89 mills, which ia
1,26 mills more than
1996-87. Tho difference
betwaen 1.64 and 1.28
mills is eatimated to cut
taxes by $23 a year for the
owner of an average home

Moffitt, Although no suit was filed as of
Tucsday, Moffitt snid they'll likely seck
damages for negligence .in excess of
$25,000.

“My nicce snid that's probubly just
some rice,” said Barbara Jott of
Detroit. “I enid that's not rice because I
didn’t have uny rice on it.

“I took the knife and scooped them on
a napkin. After that, my daughter
yelled when one of the muaggots
dropped on her plate. When I look back.
on the napkin where I put those two
things, they weren't thera. So, they
must've crawled away.”

After notifying wait staff and man-
agement, Jett and her daughter and
niece went outside where they vomited,

sho snid, They hiso called Farmington

opproved by voters on Sept. 16, said

ml member Joseph Svoke.

“I would hate to get into a situation,”
Svoke said, “(where) we get so far down
the line and say, ‘Oops, we forgot to
take this into consideration.'

“. . .We received a vory hoavy mes-
sage from the public. They made the

tural plans pre-
sented on additions and renovationa to
Farmington and North high schools,
and O.E, Dunckel Middle Schoal. “But
tho challenge ia thore, that we don't
leava anything to chance.”

Those three schools were first to
have their projocts brought to the

Just Grand

Cafe’s tunes, ambiance draw nightlife

BY LASRY O’CONNOR
BTAYY WRITER

If Saturday night’s all
right for fighting, aa
pianiat rocker Elton
John proclaimed, then
Friday evenings must
be for sipping coffee and
swooning to syrupy love
songa.

Patrons at tho Grand
Cafo arc mesmerized by
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another piano player, Jeremie Maltoke,

“*“This is guy i% 8o good, thoy're booking
him for weddings,” said Lance Kawas,
Grand Cafe owner about the 1896 Har-
rison High graduate.

The marriage between piano musie
and coffce secms rather odd at firat.
After all, the image of java-inapired
haounts is ono of amoke and chatter to
fotk music,

‘The smoke-free ambisnce, as well as
the wafting music, helps bring pcople
out.

“Look at how clean it is,” said Maggio
Lashbrook, 17, Livonin Ladywood High

whose melodic voico the clien-
telo in tho downstaira coffechouse in the
Cook Building on Grand River in down-
town Farmington. With “Lady in Red”

senior, “It's so much cleaner and
brighter.”

Lashbrook is finishing an apple
caramel shoke with friend Mark Pala-

.buurd, with preliminary architectural

work actually having been done in
advance of the bond issue. Cheryl Can-
non, tho district’s H i -

Hills police, who interviewed the gen-
ernl manager and manager.

According to a police report, the gen-
eral removed all peanut buck-

dent for business and finance, said
Farmington, North and Dunckel are

cts from tables. The manager said sho
only saw one larvae on the table. Man-

Ploass sco BOND, AZ

Ploasc sce EATERY, AB

BTATY POUTO BY JRry Kimsat,

by Chria DeBurgh, the placid, relaxed
mood is set on this Friday night.

Floasc sco GRAND, AB

Young crowd: Jim Tapin serves some coffee and drinks to a table
of customers at the Grand Cafe.

Petition drive

Merian’s Friends are coming to Farmington. Carol
Frederick Poenisch, founder of the grass-roota orga-
nization, which favors physician-aided suicide, will
speak at 7:45 p.m. Oct. 15 at the Farmington
Library, 235600 Liberty.

Tho group is working to collect 350,000 signatures
by the end of the year to put a *Right to Physician
Aid in Dying" proposal on the ballot in 1898,
Poenisch's mother, Morian Frederick, suffored from
Lou Gehrig'a dispase. Frederick committed suicide
with the holp of rotired pathologist Jack Kevorkian,

The Oct. 18 event is sponsored by Farmington
chapter of the Amerj Association of Uni i
Vomen. For more information, call Jan Dolan at
(810) 473-8545.

FARMINGTON FOCUS

Lending an ear

You don't know what to de. You've got a family to
feed and you just lost your job, Or, you're in high
school, and your friends have been pressuring you to
smuke, try drugs, have sex. Or, you'ro scared that
when you got angry, you might take it out physically
on somoane you love.

Perhaps talking to someone can help,

Eastern Michigan graduate counseling students
aro partnering with Farmington High School to offer
froe counseling sarvices from 6:90 to 7:80 p.m.

Bign up, catl Prey nt 626-9100.

Wednesdays, for anyone who lives in the communi-
ty. To schedule an appointment, call the FHS Coun-
seling Office at 488-3447 during daytime hours.

Trick or Treat

Get in on The Great Pumpkin Hunt, a scarrrrery
fund-raiser for the Leukemia Foundation being
hosted by Arlene Prey of Prudontinl Great Lakes
Realty in Farmington Hills.

The treasure hunt, or road rally, will begin nt 6
p.m. Oct. 18 at an undisclosed location. Thirty dol-
lars per couple covors the hunt, dinner and prizes,
The moncey will go to send a local jogger to Hawaii to
run a marathon to raise funds to fight leukemia. To




