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Group honors Hills for its
community pohce system

BY LARRY O’CONNOR
STA¥Y WaITER

»Farmington Hills police offi-
cers are one with their communi-
ty and, as a result, No, 1 with
the Michigan Municipal League.

“The Hills department was hon-
ored by the state organization
during its 14th annual MML
Achievement Awards recently
for its extensive community
policing initiatives, which
iucludes 37 programs that range
ftom working with youth to help-
ing seniors.

“The dopartment was cited
among cities in the state with a
population between 25,001 and
76,000. The department’s com-
munity policing programs have
aiso been submitted to the
National League of Cities for
award consideration.

+“We're real excited: There's all
aoria of programs involved in
community policing that are
trily just officers who want to do
it and they want to be part of the
community,” said Bill Dwyer,
TFarmington Hills police chief,

“They want the community to

understand
they're just
not out
there
enforcing
the traffic
laws and
writing tick-
ets , . . but
they're car-
ing, compas-
sionate pco-
ple.”

Farming-
ton Hills
community policing programs
ore creditec in the 3-percent
drop in serious crimes and
another 1l-pereent fall in lesser
offenses last year.

‘The department expanded its
community efforts after the city
had 8.6 percent jump in popula-
tion from 1990-95, und subse-

H ‘| think that's one of
the reasons why our
breaking and enter-
ings are down by
almost 40 percent
compared to last
year.
Chief Bill Dwyer
—Farmington Hilla Ehw

and '408, community policing
was in place and called some-
thing different,” Dwyer gaid.
“We're still reaching people on
a more personal basis. We'ro just
not riding up and down subdivi-
aions in a patrol car with the
window rolled up. We're Dul
there as much as possible . . .
ngramz continue to grow.

quently, a 45-p in
police activities,

Yet the philbsophy of commu-
nity policing is no different than
‘what officers adhered to on their
beat in old neighborhoods,
Dwyer said.

“When you tatk about the '50s

Q?}}% N\eﬂn al\

densli
FvaRz-nuvwn'

Come [Feust on Farmington HIls
il Pinest Guthentle Mexican Feedt

ly, Farmington Hills
police added an apartment man-
agers crime provention program,

Apartment dwellers make up o
significant portion of the city’s
population, but are not typically
invelved in neighborhood or
business watch programs.

Such watch programs get resi-
dents involved in fighting crime.

“I think that's one of the rea-
sons why our brenking and
enterings are down by almost 40
percent compared to last yoar,”
Dwyer said.

Crimo prevention isn’t the sole
motivation behind all programs,
though. The department also
hosts an annual 10-K run and
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[ 1,2 °“ a 2nd dlnner | A majority of community
P | policing programs do not eout the

\ of oqual or lesser valus I s department money.
W {good Sunday-Thurady only, xpires 10:31-97) J ! For instance, the Bicycle
coegi, 36600 GRAND RIVER AVE. Patrol Program only costs in
4 g botwoon Halsled & Drake Rds. FARMINGTON q terms of equipment whereas the

School Linison Program is par-
tially funded through Farming-
ton Public Schools.

“It’s just added responsibility
to the dopartment and its per-
sonnel,” Dwyer said. “In fact,
there hasn't been an increase in
our budget as it relates to com-
munity policing.”

Mercy, there's spirit

for the loud cheer.

Blg week: Students at Mercy High School in Farm-
ington Hills whooped it up during field day festivi-
ties last week. At top, senior Beth Ann Nonak,
the painted face, joins fellow seniors in a tug Df
war. At left, junior Blair White, front, and others
strut their stuff in a dance routine. Abouve, it'’s time

with
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the three schools most in need of
immediate classroom space.

During last week’s prosentu-
tion, each principal highlighted
the first phase of work:

B Farmington High School
Principal Jim Myers discussed
details of the first improvements
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to that building, the new science
wing that would enable portable
classrooms to be removed.
science labs will use a common
preparation area, he said.

W Portables also would be
eliminated, or at least moved,
over at North Farmington High
School, said Principal Deborah
Clarke.

At North, the first job is to add
10 classrooms on to the east end,
work that freea up space in other
parts of the building for other
bond issue renovations, Clarke
said.

M A domino effect is also in the
warks at Dunckel Middle School,
said Principal Pamela O'Malley.

O’Malley dmcuuxed a plun to
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music department, for use by tbl
strings ensemble ns well as by
the vocal and instrumental
teachers.

“Until we add this space, we

aren't flexible enough to pmmed
with rest of the renovationa,”
said O'Malley,

Construction will begin at all
three sites in April, with those
projects finished by fall of 1898,
reported William McCarthy,
genior project manager/vice pres.
ident for McS/EV Consultants
and Construction Managers of

Tha presentation wase only
part of what is being done to
help the district prepare a time-
line for all bond issue projects,
which might be presented to the
board aa early s its Tuesday,
Qct, 7, regular meoting.

Later, Farmington High'a
Myers welcomed the “fine tooth
comb” approach by achool board
members.

“That's fine, that's good,”
xyom said. “We have been doing

at.”
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\rmani Sig‘nin‘g Event‘

Whether it's for education, retirement or simply for the peace of
mind that comes from knowing your money witl be there when you
need it.

Ask your employer or banker abous saving

Ta SAVINGS
inAmerica . BONDS

A pubiic service of Gea scwapener

Connle Ribaudo
Exccutlve Director of
The Giuseppe Armani Soclety

She {s the only American
authorized to authenticate
Qluseppe Armanl's work with

her signature.

She will be present for the
event and will sign
any new purchases.

ONE DAY ONLY
Friday, October t7th
6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

*® Register to Win a
Giuseppe Armani Figurine

® Free Gift with purchaso

* Refreshments served
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"True Love”
Livonia Malt
7 Mile & Middiebeit
(next to Seam)
(248) 471.5007 3




