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“right price * right now

+ 139

Coat

Belted, double-breasted coat.
Chocolate, camel or black. Wool,
imported.

Ms. J Outenwear

Hior I’l BY BE!L Mm
Memorial: Elizabeth LeGrand wants to better educate those who have learning
delays, as her late son Michael did. She founded a scholarship fund in his name.

Scholarship remembers

312 each ‘

Polar Fleece Accessories
Gloves, scarves, headbands, hats.
Navy, black, burgundy or hunter green.

learning-delayed son

By Tix SMITH
STAFF

WRITER
ike LeGrand was dying
of multiple sclerosis and
knew he wouldn't live to
realize his dream of being a spe-
cial education teacher. So one

dny, the 23-year-old talked about
it with his mom.

kids have dreams.

The foundation's three prima-
ry gonls are: providing scholar-
ships to learning delayed chil-
dren and adults; promoting
research that secks effective
treatments for peoplo with learn-
ing delays; and providing train-
iniE to educators nbout now tech-

from that

tion, Farmington Hills resident
Elizabeth LeGrand knew exactly
what she had to do. Although
Mike died in April from MS, he
lived his entire life as a learning
detayed child. And eo, Elizabeth
LeGrand decided to catablish a

hol hi ﬂl‘ld h foun-

for helping learning
delayed children in the class-

room.

Funds will help pay for tuition
and books to community colleges
for those who qualify. After just
five months, about $7,600 has
bellm rnLiged for the Michigan

dation in memory of her son,
intended to help children like
Mike - with learning delays.

LeGrand and co-director
Calvin McGinn didn’t stop with
the creation of the Michael Allen
LeGrand Memorial Scholarship
& Neuroscicnce Research Foun-
dation. .

They went to work on assem-
bling the first annual *Change
the World of a Child Weok,” tak-
ing place now through Saturday
in Michigan and 37 other states.
On a desktop in her condomini-
um are proclamations from
Michigan Gov. John Engler and
other state leaders,

“My son was a very special
kid,” LeGrard said, recalling the
conversation that sparked what
haa become her peraoneal mis-
sion. "He loved and he cared and
he waa a teacher in his heart. I
told him I wasn't sure how we
were going to do it, but I told
him ‘We're not going to let them
forget you."

“, . ‘This will help him accom-
plish hia goal on a scale he never
dreamed possible.”

A learning-delayed child is one
who ia afflicted with "any delay
thot makes a part of the learn-
ing process difficult — speech,
fine motor, gross motor, the abil-
ity to read, write, do mathemat-
ics,” LeGrand said.

Often they are labeled in
preschool as slow learners. Many
never fit into the mainstream;
asome drop out with their self-
estoem hitting rock boettom,
making them easy targets for
recruitment into city and subur-
ban gangs, according to o foun-
dation fact sheot.

“Qur goal is to alter the educa-
tional experience of theso kids,”
she said. “Even learning-delayed

Hills council hosts
community talks

Farmington Hilla City Council
will heat the firat in ita second
serics of community mectings 7
p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 22, et the
Fire Station No. 4, 28711 Drake
Road, north of 12 Milo.

The agenda includes: A review
of the Multicultural/Multiracial
bt .

Counc d 8;
An update on the Public Safety
Millage and plana for police and
fire sorvico improvements; and
information on the Parks and
Recreation Millage and Wood-
land Hills Nature Park ballot
question.

“The first round of meetinga
wan so well received, we're doing
it again,” Mayor Aldo Vagnoszi
said, “This accond round of meet-
ings will help us be more wpecific
in responding to issuos of special
intorest to poople in particular
geographic arcas with the city.”

The open mooting includes
queation and anawer timo,

If rosidents have an item or
isauo for the agenda, they can
call 473-8502.

) fund.
“We're establishing an applica-
tion proceas” to determine who

classroom.”

Some children might need to
sit on the floor, instead of in
chairs, to best learn, for exam-

ple.

“Thoy all learn differently,”
LeGrand eaid, adding that edu-
cators need to find out how each
child learns and “teach them
along those pathways.”

According to LeGrand, the
foundation refers to learning dis-
abilities as loarning
delaya “because the word disabil-
ity implies that a child may be
unable to learn, when this is not
the case.”

Her son was proof of that. She
took Mike out of the Rochester
school district in the sixth grade
b he was struggling to

can get the holarshipa,
explained LeGrand, ndding she
hes high hopes for the founda-
tion nationally. “. . .It is my goal,
within the next two years, to be
giving scholarshipa to every
state in the country.”

Besides donations to the tax-
cxempt 501 (c) 3 non-profit foun-

dation, proceeds from the sale of

the Tangerine Trousers debut
CD, *Talking with Ed," aro béing
dedicated to the cause. The CD
is available at Harmony House
locations.

Meanwhile, local entertainer
Shawna wrote and recorded a
song about learning delayed chil-
dren, appropriately titled
“Change the World of a Child.”

All of the efforts are hoped to
make a difference in the way
thesc youngsters are taught and
porceived, which could only
improve their chances of succesas
after they leave school.

“You can give a kid Ritalin for
four hours and he can concen-
trato and gat his work done,”
LeGrand said. “But in four hours
he'll need more Ritalin, ; .We
want to teach teachers how to
address these students in the

grasp the material and cnrolled
him into St. John Lutheran
Church.

Mike left after the cighth
grade with an award for academ-
ic excellence and went on to
Groves High School, where he
graduated (with a 2.9 grade-
point avernge) in 1893,

But his Buccess in overcoming
the learning delay obatacle was
llowed by an insur b
one. While in 10th grade at
Groves, he found out he had MS,
‘Thot didn't stop him from finish-
ing high school and taking some
classes at Oakland Community
College, which he unfortunately
could not complete due to his

worsening illness,

Despite the prognoais that he'd
never walk again, and would
probably die young, Mike kept
battling and kept a positive atti-
tude, his mother soid.

“His favorite holidoy was April
Fools Day,” she said. “He waa
good natured. He accepted thia
crummy deal he got in life.”

For more information call
(800) 991-7836. For an applica-
tion, call (248) 471-2126.

How did we squeeze
so mucthﬂ into shopping?

Now you can shop

10...9..

Monday through Saturday.
Noon to 5§ pm Sunday.

Jacobsons

Blrmingham ¢ Livenia * Rocheater

Polyester. Imported.
Ms. J Accessoriss

Stretch Velvet Jacket

Black, chocolate, navy or wine.
Madb in the USA. PolyasteriLycra®.
Sizes S, M, L. From a collection of
stretch velvet separates: cami-tank
tops, jackets, long or short A-line
skirts, bootleg and relaxed pants.
$29-549.

Ms. J Sportswear

‘35

Shirt Jacket

Choosa from plaid flannel, wide
carduroy or sherpa. Acrylic,
cotton or cottorvpolyester.
Assorted colors. Imported.
Sizes S, M, L.

Ms, J Sportswear

Waterproof suede with washabla fleecy Nylex lining.
Brown, black or camel. imported.

49

‘30 |

Suede Clogs

Stzes 6-10.
Ms. J Shoes

2l

Jacobson’s

Blemingham Uvonia
{248) 844-8000

Rochester

(312)501-7608  {248) 6518000
EMu-mmm-e-omsam.ymNom.




