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BY DAN O'MEARA
BTAFF WRITER

If you were ot Wisner Stadi-
um, you saw another Boys Bowl
classic Sunday aftornoon.

Emotions on both sides did a
180-dogree roversal in the final
minute as Catholic Central
pulled out a 14-12 victory over
Brother Rice.

After tho Warriors passed for
the go-nhend touchdown with
1:07 remaining, Aaron Rock's 41-
yard ficld goal on the last play of
the game won 1t for the Sham-
rocks.

His winning kick was reminis-
cent of tho 1995 contest that CC
won in overtime, 26-23. In that
one, Eron Kosmowski's 48-yard
field goa! on the final play of the
fourth quarter sent the game
into OT.

Both kicks made it over the
crosebar, but that's where the
similarity ends.

At last chock, Koamo's kick
was still mrclmz the globe and
gaining on Halley'a Comet.
Rocku effort wobbled and went
sideways instoad of ond over
end, but it had the distance and

the aim was true.

The last-second win preserved
CC's unbeaten record, but the
Shamrocks didn’t have long to
relish the victory. They began
preparing the next day for
another monumental c¢lash Sat-
urday. .

In another battle of unbeaten
teams, the Shamrocks play
Orchard Lake St. Mary's in a
game that will decide the
Catholic League Central Divi-
sion title,

On the grid prediction front,
Dan O'Meara and Brad Emons
were 11-3 last week. O'Moara
continues to hold & four-game

B GRID PICKS

lead after five weeks, 62-12 as
opposed to 58-16 for Emons.

FRIDAY QAMES
(8l times 7:30 p.m. uniess noted)

LUiv. Churchitf at Farm. Harrison, 3:30:
The Hawks (5-0, 3-0) did nothing to
harm thair standing as Lhe No. 1 team In
Class A Friday with 8 41-0 win at Ply-
mouth Canton, though It was & stow
start for Hassison, which led 14-0 et helf
time. It was olso the 2401h coreer victo-
Ty for coach John Hestlngton. The Charg:
ers {14, 0-3} haven’t won since the first
week, and it dossn’t get any oasler. A
yoor ago, howaver, Churchll} was the
only team to score more than a touch-
dewn against Harslson through elght
gamen in a 27-14 loss, PICKS: It's
long afternoon for tha Chargers.

John Qlenn ot N, Farmington, 3:30:
The Ralders {3-2, 1-2) have given the
Rockets soms good battles over the
yamss snd could do it ageln, North has
loat Its iast two, Including a 330 defeat
Saturday ot Walled Lake Central, ‘since
winnlng its first three. Glenn, ranked Na.
4 in Class AA, sppaars headed for a
showdown with WLC for the Lakes Olvl
slon title naxt waak, PICKS: The
Ralcars fall to derall the Chuck Gordon
Exprass.

Redford Unlon st Highland Park, 4:
The Panthers {0-5, 0-4) are stlil looking
for that etusive first victory, but they've
been ciose the last two weeks In Mege-
Blue fossas (o Thurston (27-268) end
Crestwood (22-18). The Polar Bears (1-
4, 1:3) haven't fared much better, with
thelr only win coming sgainst Crest.
wood (26-7). PICKS: The Perkers keep
Redford Union waiting anather week.

Malvindaie at Red. Thurston, 7: The
Cardinals {3-2, 21) had 8 thres-game
winning streak snappad Friday when
they lost to MegaBlue leader Ypsilantl,

3514, s only other loss was
to undefosted Riverview In the opener.
The Eagles {41, 21} have besn looking
forward to thia game end will need a big
effort to win. PICKE: Melvindale hoids
all the Cevds, according te 0'Meara, but
Emang sides with Yhurston.

Qarden City at Taylor Truman: it's
Cougars vs. Cougers in this gemo. The
Truman (2-3, 2-1) varioty earned Ite soc.
ond victory Friday when the Cougars
blitzed crosatown rival Kennedy In &
Moga-White contest, 38-0. Trumen's
only other win was over Trenton, 26-20,
and it was Trenton that kept Garden
City's Cougara {05, 0-3) emong the win-
less ranks with a 30-7 victory Friday.
PICKS: Trumon puts the (prasidentlal}
stamp of approval on snother win.

Pty. Centon at Lv, Franktin: The hard
part of the schedule is out of the way
for the Chiots (0-5, 0-3), Or ta It? Canton
might selvage a decant record If the
Chiafs aren’t too shell shocked after
pleying fous statesanked teams (n thelr
ficst flve games. Canton held No, 1
Farmington Hamison scorcless for more
thsn a quarter Friday. That may not
sound like much, but [t's something no
other team hes done. Franklin (2-3, 1-2)
Is seasching for some consistency. The
Patriots have besten Lincotn Park and
Churchlll but are comlng off a 2322
loss to Northvllle. PICKS: O'Mears says
Cantan puts one In the win column.
Emons says ‘No, Franklin carries the
doy.’

W.L. Centrad st Liv. Stevenson: The
Spastans (14, 0-3) sre struggling to got
something started, too, and have
dropped three stralght aince beating
Franklin (n tho WLAA croasover game.
Central has smerged as the maln chak
lenger to Lakes Division favorite Glenn.
The Vikings {4-1, 30} have won three
(1 & row after losing to Harrison. Central
whipped North Farmington, 5 team that
beat Stavenson (14-7). PICKS: The
Vikings sack ancthes opponent.

Farmington at Ply. Sslem: The Fal-

Rock’s field goal lifts CC over Rice

BY MARTY BUDNER
STAFF WRITER

Brother Rice was literally
caught between a Rock and a
hard place in Sunday's annual
Boys Bowl clash. That's Rock, as
in Aaron Rock.

Rock booted & dramatic 41-
yard field goal as time expired to
lift Catholic Contral to a 14-12
triumph over rival Brother Rice.

A standing-room enly crowd of
more than 7,000 watched as, for
the third straight year, the out-
come was decided on the game's
final play.

Rice scored with just over a
minute remaining in the final
quarter to take a 12-11 lead.

The Shamrocks promptly
marched 58 yards in seven plays
to set up Rock’s game-winner.
Spotted at the 31-yard line with
five eoconds remaining and
against a strong wind, Rock
boomed a knuckler through the
uprights that sent the CC fans
into a wild celebration.

“This was awesome. Tho wind
was gueting, but [ knew the ball
was going through onco 1 kicked
it,” said Rock, whose fourth field
goal of the season kept the state-
ranked Shamrocks a perfect 5-0,

“I just know it would come
down to a field goal, because 1
knew our team wasn’t going to
give up, Once (Rice) scored, I
know we'd still have a chance.”

CC coach Tom Mach waa elat-
ed with Rock’s poise under such

pressure.
"Hc just did a chmundouu job

It stayed that way until, with
1:07 remaining in the game,
ddock hit Ron Jackson in tho

g 80 much

m this game,” he said. “He had
mi an extra point and a field
goal (in tha firat half). For a
young man in high school to
come back and kick the ball like
that with s0 many people watch-
ing, that was a great sign of
mental toughness on his part.

*We told (Rock) at halftime
that ho was going to win the
game for us. We know this game
is always close and tough, and
we wanted to keep his spiritu up.
If we were going to give out a
game ball like they do at ABC,

we'd give it to him.”

CC opened the scoring late in
the first quarter on a 30-yard
touchdown pass from Adam
‘Tubaro to Don Slankster. Rock
migsed the extra point.

The Warriors went 80 yards on
their next possession to tie the
acore, The six-play drive ended
with a finely-executed 32-yard
touchdown pass from Pat Crad-
dock to Mark Goebel, Kevin Ger-
back missed the extra point, and
the teams wore tied at halftime.

CC tallied five points in less
than a minute midway through
the third quarter. Rock kicked a
31-yard ficld goal to cap CC's
firat drive of the second half

right corner of the end zone with
a 31-yard acoring pass. Rice
went for two points, but Crad-
dock was tackled shy of the goal.

CC began its game-winning
drive from its own 18-yard line.

Tubaro completed three passes
that sent the Shamrocks to tho
Warriors 36. CC lost three yards
when Tubaro was sacked. On the
next play, the Warriors were
called for pass interforence that
put the ball on the Rice 24 with
five seconds left. Rock provided
the heroica,

“It'a great to win those kinds of
games and it's tough to losc
them,” said Brother Rice coach
Al Fracassa, whose team fell to
3-2 overall and will bo hard-
pressed to make the playoffs,
“We almost pulled through and
beat them. That little bump
thgre on an uncatchable ball was
the turning point.”

CC had 274 total yards, Rice
254, The Shamrocks rushed for
168 yards, and Rico had the bet-
ter passing total with 234 yarda.

CC workhorse Chris Dueweke
finished with 87 yards on 22 car-
ries, and Tubaro completed 13 of
26 passes. Craddock, who com-
pleted passes to soven receivers,
finished 20-0f-36. Jackson had

Two plays later, CC
John Abshire tackled Rice's
Justin Turk in the end zone for a
salety and an 11-8 lead.

five catches for 62 yards; Karl
Pawlewicz and Mike Scott
caught four passes each.
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cons (23, 1:2) snapped o three-game
losing stresk and lookod Impressive Sat-
urdmy agalnst Stevenson, controfling the
line of scrimmago and the game for &
16-7 victory. Farmington starts six
sophomores and could be an up-and-
coming team. The young players are
starting to Improve as the coeches
thought they would. Salem (2.3, 1.2)
wiil be a good test for the Faicons at
this stage of the season. The Rocks will
be eager to rebound and reach 500 fol-
tawing & 40-14 joss to Glenn. PICKS:
We need a colntoss harel Salem has
the edge.

Luth. N'west st Clarenceviile: The
Tiojans (1-4) have besn a hard-Juck
teom, dropping three games by & touch-
down of less, including a 1912 declsion
Saturday ot Lutheran Westiand. With
Walter Ragiand running the ball and
Justin Villanueva catching passes from
Cralg Ross, the Trojans are primed for o
blg game. And who should appear on
the schedulo this week but the Cru.
580813 {1.4) = perpnnisl Metro Confar-
ence doormats. Lutheran Northwest's
only victory was a 7-6 win over Taylor
Light & Life, The Crusaders haven't
scored a polnt In four Metro Conference
games. PICKS: A unan(mous cholce:
Clarencevilte,

SATURDAY GAMES
(oM times 1 p.m. unless noted)

A

WHITE SPOKES

Luthersn Westiand at Luth, North:
Tha Warriors (32, 2-2) put thalr throe-
g8me winning atresk on tha line against

8 good Metro Conferance oppanent.

Lutheran Westland ssems 19 be coming
around after estly losses to Harper
Woods and Uggett. The Mustangs (4-1)
have played all conference apponents,
benting Lutheran East, Clarencoviile,
Hamtramek and Cranbrook (14-0 Satur-
day) bt lesing to Liggett. PICKS: The
home team wins 8 ¢1ose one.

Bt. Agatha ve, Our-Lady of Lakes wt
Waterford Kettedng: The Aggies (2.3, 1-
1) don't catch a braak this week. After
losing to once-beatan Shrine, 20-12,
Saturday, they face undefanted Water-
fard Lakes {50, 2-0) In this Catholic C-
Sectlon geme. The Lakers, the presea-
800 plck 10 win the division, are avesng-
Ing 40 points » gamo and allowing 8.4.
Lekes has shutouts In two C-Section
gamea, bemting St. Clement {340} snd
Ann Arbor Richard (42:0). PICKE:
There's 8 atorm brewing on the lake; the
Aggies gel washed ovor board,

Wayne at Dearbom, 1:30: The Plo-
neera (4-1, 2-1) are new to the Megs-
Red this year, and they'rs smarting this
week after bsing daalt a shellacking
from unbeaten Monroe, 35-0. But Dear-
born has wins ovar Wysandotie and
Belleville to Its credit. The Zebras (1-4,
0-3) sterted woll agalnst Edsel Ford tast

wook In & Mega erossovar game but fell
spart In & 3510 loss. PICKS: The Pro-!
neers get back to winning st the
expense of the Zebras.

Blishop Borgean vs. lon-dlaﬂnu‘ 2
p.m. st Garden City Jv. High: The Spnr-

18ns (32, 1-1) have a good chance to- I

‘win again this week against the winlesh

Ravens in a Catholic Tek-Sectional game. v,
Borgess necds o lttle pick-me-up after -,
being beaten by Riverviow Richard, 45 ./
14. Benedicting (0-5, 0-2} was ciose :*

two weoks ago In & 44-38 loss 10

Aquinag but has been outscored 1082 .-

In four other games. PICKS: Tha Ravens! »

should slck to studylng Pos and poatry,
because Borgess Is bosa on the gridiron,

Redford CC ve. O.L 8t. Mary, 7:30
p.m. at Clarenc : The Shemeocks
(5-0, 1-0) have outscared thelr oppo-

nents 131-37, the Eaglets 146-51. Their ..

one common opponent (s Bishop Gal- ..

legher. CC boat the Lancers 28:6 two
weoks ago, and St. Mary's (50, 2.0}

won 28-13 last waok, Tha Shamrocks . !
will need the booming puris of Jason .»

Hamliton as they did Sunday, and théy -

Just might have to call on Aaron The. -

Rock (as in sure-footed with nerves of
stee)) onca again. PICKS: It's do or dle |
for CC High. The Shamrocks need anoth
e win, and O'Meara sy they get it
But Emons hes an upset special — the
Eaglets soor to a majoy victeryl
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